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SC upholds ‘live-in’ setup 
if approved hy religion 
By Armand N. Nocum 
FILIPINOS CAN ENTER INTO A "LIVE-IN" RELA- 
tionship fh is alowed by their religions, land 
mark ruting of the Supreme Court—eoncured in 
ty nine ofthe 15 usoes—deared yesterday. 

Dissenting justices led by Chit Justice Artemio 
Panganiban warned that tne ruling could opon the 
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By Gil C. Cabacungan jr. 


Pr otect PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL-ARROYO WAS RUSHED TO ST. LUKE'S 
Medical Center last night after complaining of abdominal pains 
us vs NPA 


while having dinner at a restaurant on Tomas Morato Avenue in 


By Gil С. Cabacungan jr, 
and Christine О. Avendaño 


“CAN THE GOVERNMENT PRO- 
rectus?” 

"This was the common reaction 
of businessmen interviewed by 
the Inquirer to a Malacafang 
warning that companies giving in 
то extortion by communist rebels 
‘would face criminal charges as 
part of a crackdown on the 
Maoist insurgency. 


Quezon City. 


First Gentleman Mike Arroyo and some 
Cabinet members, including Health Secretary 
Francisco Duque, were present at what was 
supposedly а pre-birhday dinner for Mr. Ar- 
тоуо whose birthday falls on the 27th when 
the President is scheduled to be in Europe. 

It was Duque who reportedly told the 
President that she looked pale and had to 
rest ("maputla na siya"). 

‘She returned to Malacafiang where she 
was examined by Presidential Security 
Group Dr. Paveena Aguinaldo, who then ad 
vised her to go to the hospital. It was 9:30 


she was brought to St. Luke's by 
ntleman Mike Arroyo. 

Presidential Chief of Staff Michael Defensor 
said he was told by the doctors the President 
‘was safe, that there was nothing to worry about 
"because ай she had was an upset stomach. 

She was diagnosed by Dr Julieta Cervantes, 
chief of St. Luke's Liver Center, and Dr. Joven 
Cuanang, a neurologist and senior vice presi 
dent for medical affairs of the hospital. 


But Defensor said the President would have OUT OF MINDANAO: 
in Quezon geta rousing reception from President Arroyo, AFP Chief of Staff 


1o remain at the hospital. The First Gentleman 


‘Soldiers from the 3rd, 4th and 9th IBs pulled out of Mindanao for 


deployment 
GMARUSHED/A& Gen. Senga (center), Army chief Gen. Esperon and the controversial Maj. Gen. Palparan. 


. Businessmen yesterday said 
their compliance with a Palace or- 
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91 nursing 


grads petition 
family асу belonged o the 
Lopezes as part of their business PRC to suspend 


THE LOPEZ FAMILY AND IIS empire seized by the late suong- 
THE 10082. Pm Phlppine mun Ferdinand Marcos and his А 
барыр frm. Рн еа ге cronies oonafer thedesaracon MUSING board 
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te suspension” for ext leaks 
Wax were allegedly distributed 


300 citizens push 2nd impeachment case vs GMA ус 


"The petitioners also asked the 
House of Representatives. Quezon-Avanceña sid that the Багет сп doistogivehera "Those of us who are siting PRC esulta anti À could of the 

See eral some 300 ri. 300 individuals and groups who chance w explain tese charges here do not belong othe political test results until it could deter- 
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got, asked the PRC to delay the 
Scheduled July 2 release of the 

By Volt Contreras. 

and Tarra V. Quismundo 


огей on the government's са. 
Вау орке them and their 
Enterprises from reprisal by the 
communist New Peoples Army 

Philippine Chamber of Com- 
теге and Indusuy president 
Donald Dee said o businessman 
ented to gie in to NPA de È 
“mands for money "But # we 5 
refuse, can we be protected by Ep 
BARER ar PNP? Ifo how do we а 
Zet е proteetion?" Dee asked. 


=; т By Daxim L. Lucas 


By Philip C. Tubeza 


exam results to allow the com- 
mission "t re-compute the 
scores [by] disregarding the 
leaked questions." 

"The complainants said in an af- 
fidavi that examinees who bene- 
р fied from the test leaks “did пог 
in grilling the 15th prosecution. 7 4 author the irregularity and 
witness, Melchor Delequina, ће Should not be punished." 

я investigator who took pho But "ir is {the complainants’) 
DEFENSE LAWYERS IN THE tographs of the pieces of evi- unshakeable position that be 
Subic rape ease yesterday fo- dence at the Subic Bay tween saving the integrity of the 
Steed on бе lack of any Metropolitan Authority's Intelli- recent board examination and 
tears—which could indicate a gence and Investigation Office dispensing fairness to those who 
feruggle—in the underwear and (10) had no share of any drop of the 
Жеп jeans that the complainant ltwasDelequina who took pie- leakage in the examination ques- 
Nicole” was wearing during the tures of Nicole's panies, jeans, a tions, the former is of more 
alleged crime. used condom and йз tom foi portance,” they said. 

‘They also managed to note at wrapper a piece of medicine Lawyer Yangot asked the PRC to 
the Makati Regional ‘Trial Court wrapper found inside the jeans, suspend the board members be- 
hearing thar these wo articles of ihe Starex van where the alleged cause "the leakages could not have 
Чой had "no seminal stains” rape took place, and the trip tick- been perpetrated without the ac- 
{hen examined by the Philippine etissuedin hiring the van. tive parciparion ог negligence [of 
Кш Police Gime Laborato. Prosecutors also presented LAWYERS BARRED FROM MENDIOLA: The concerns of Tallcrsarerigheupthereonthe anyorallthe] members.” 
m Delequina to further disprove al- placards but Jose Anselmo Cadiz, president of the Integrated Bar ofthe Philippines (back to camera), tele his. ‘Claiming that the irregularity 
Prone lawyers of the four ac- legations made months before сш Jose as a mad oral groups to back away from Mendiola Bridge (nowChino had damaged the шеру of the 
зей US Marines used the tack х ро Rotas iach isa no-rally zone, after antriot cops warned the demonstrators. (Storyon Page AZ) юнон SI NURSING AS 
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Cops raise Metro te 


POLICE RAISED THE SECURITY ALERT 
in Metro Manila early yesterday folow- 
ing intelligence reports that Moro rebels 
with suspected ties to foreign terrorists 
would пу to stage bomb attacks in three 
urban centers around the country. 

Director Vidal Querol, chief of the Na- 
tional Capital Region Police Office, said 
his office had been getting “recurrent re- 
ports on new threats" from religious ex- 
tremists allied to the regional terror net- 
work Jemaah Islamiyah. 

He said the intelligence reports 
said the terrorists planned to attack 
shopping malls and transport systems. 
їп Metro Manila and the southern 
cities of Davao and Cebu. 

A senior police intelligence official 
told Reuters authorities were worried 
because the reports filtering in con- 
tained "very specific” details about 
the bomb plot, such as the date, time 
and place ofthe targets. 

"In the"last few weeks, we have 
been getting consistent reports from 
various sources about а plot by Mus- 
lim rebels to simultaneously bomb 
three or four targets in the capital" 
he said. 

Intelligence officials have focused 
‘on the Rajah Solaiman Revolutionary 
Movement, a small group of radical 
Muslim converts blamed for the se- 


Mendiola still 


By Margaux C. Ortiz 


MANY OF THEM WERE IN BARONG 

“Tagalog and оће argued in learned 
language designed to win pleadings 
in judicial chambers, But still no lege. 
dice—they could not set foot on 
ground the police had marked as for- 
Bidden. 

Around 70 members of the Manila 
Police District blocked a group of 300 
lawyers and law students from holding 

an indignation rally on Chino Roces 
(Mendiola) Bridge near Malacafang 
yesterday aftemoon. 


no permit, no rally policy" MPD's desig- 
nared negotiator Supt. Arturo Pagli- 
nawan told reportes 
Не also stressed that Mendiola had 
‘been designated a no-rallyzone 
Integrated Bar of the Philippines 


ries of bombings in Metro Manila 
since 2004, including the worst at- 
tack that killed over 100 people in a 
ferry explosion 

“Our latest information suggested 
а fresh plot to be carried out by new 
recruits,” the intelligence official 
said, adding the Jemaah Islamiyah 
and its local partner, the Abu Sayyaf, 
may have provided funds for the 
planned attack. 

"Two of the groups leaders—Ah- 
mad Islam Santos and Pio de We 
Ta—were ат 
boanga City disrupting an alleged 
plot to detonate a truck bomb in 
Manila 

Nearly 20,000 policemen in Metro 
Manila were placed on heightened 
alert at dawn yesterday. 

‘Querol said about 15 checkpoints 
had been setup around Metro Manila 
to guard critical public and private in- 
stallations such as the ofl depot, pow- 
er, weather and communications sta- 
"ions and bus and train stations. 

Не said he had met with mall own- 
ers to seek their help in tightening se- 
curi 

"They promised to help us ensure. 
the safety of shoppers by beefing up 
the mall guards and installing extra 
security cameras," he told reporters. 


“Although we still maintain that 
have the right to hold activities on Men- 
dicla Bridge, we respect the decision of 
the police because they were apparently 
only following orders from above,” 
Cadiz said. 

Cadiz sai the IBP had filed a petition 
before the Supreme Court and the 
Сошт of Appeals questioning Manila 
Mayor Lito Atienza’s decision to deny 
the groups application for a permit to 
rally ín the area. 

"The Manila City government had al- 
lowed the group to hold a rally at Plaza 
Miranda, according to Cadiz. "The po- 
lice were asking for a court resolution. 


When heightened alert is raised, 
malls usually redouble their security, 
increasing the number of guard dogs, 
even reducing the number of trash 
bins where bombs could be placed, 


been tightened 


Brig. Gen. Delfin Bangit, comman- 

der of the elite Presidential Security 

said they were concemed 

the increasing threats from lo- 

cal militant groups with suspected 
ties to the JI 

“There were consistent reports of 
bombings. We are very concerned be 
cause the President has been moving 
around," said Bangit. 

He said the Presidents security 
һай been beefed up not because of 
the renewed campaign against com- 
munist rebels but "because of the in- 
creasing threats of terrorism." 

Buthe said the PSG was not recom- 
mending the cancellation of Ms Ar- 
royo's scheduled provincial visis. 
The President is due to visit Davao 
City today to preside over the 3rd 
Cabinet and Regional Development 
Council meeting there. Luige del 
Puerto, Christine Avendaño and 
Reuters 


ted last year in Zam- 


‘bridge too far’ for lawyers 


(BP) president Jose Anselmo Cadiz 
said that after half an hour of negotiat- 
ing with the police, they relented and 
opted to hold their program along Recto 
‘Avenue in front of San Sebastian Col- 


(which we cannot provide as of the mo- 
теп), Cadiz said. 

Feliciano Bautista, IBP executive vice. 
president, sid the program was meant 
to explain to the public the “foolishness” 
of the administration's proposed 
amendments to the Constitution. 

"Charter change wil only give more 
power to President Macapagal-Arroyo, 
Bautista said. He added that the admin- 
istration had been forcing people to sign 
in favor of Charter change in a people's 
iniciative “without explaining what it re- 
арув” - 

‘Chanting "Never again (to тала! 
law)" and holding placards denouncing 
the administration, the members of the 
TBP and other groups looked disap- 
pointed after their leaders а 
hold the program on Recto Avenue. 

“Mendiola is stil a bridge too faz" a 
lawyer said, shaking his head. 
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Relief of Marine officer 
normal, says his chief | 


By Dona Pazzibugan 


MARINE COMMANDANT MAJ. GEN. NELSON 
Allaga yesterday downplayed the controversial 
resignation of his former chief of staff, Col. Orlan- 
бо de Leon, who had earlier made stinging re 
marks directed at his superiors. 

“The relief and reassignment of Colonel De 
Leon isa normal process in the military k was my 
decision as the commandant to relieve him. He 
has served sufficient time competently He has to. 
‘move on,” Allaga said, commenting on the issue. 
for the fist time since De Leon's June 15 resigna» 
tion was made known Monday in a political oppo- 
sition gathering. 

Beyond the statement, Allaga offered no expla- 
mation for De Leon's ele 

He said De Leon's griping was his way of react- 
ing to his relief. 

"That happens. (But) thats how itis in the mili- 
tary organization. All you have to get is an order. 
and a reassignment and then you go to your as- 
птеп,” Allaga said. 

He admined De Leon's application to study 
abroad had been tumed down by “higher head- 
quarte" which insiders say was among the rea- 
sons De Leon e unfairly treated by his superiors. 

"The military top brass also made light of De 
Leon's relief, insisting i did not indicate renewed 
resiveness in the ranks of the Marines after two. 
camps figured in a bloodless but tense standoff on 
Feb. 26 over the relief of former Marine comman- 
dax, Maj. Gen. Renato Miranda. 

‘De Leon had also served as the chief of staff un- 
der Miranda, who along with Marine Col. Ariel 
Querubin, was linked to the Feb. 24 failed plot to. 
withdraw miliary suppor from the President. 

“eis immaterial whether he resigned or was re- 
lieved. Before this, the Marine commandant had 
opted to have a new chief of staff and that is with- 


in his prerogative” Armed Forces Chief of ай 
Gen. Generoso Senga sai. 

`1 ink General Allaga isin fill control of th 
Marine Corps,” he added. 

Navy Flag Officer in Command Vice Ac 
Mateo Mayuga, who was at the receiving end ol 
De Leonis tirade, also tied to paper over 
colonels gripes. 

“АП can say is things are quiet with the зай 
andthe Marines" he said. He added tht he wen 
Jogging and had breakfast with Alaga and hg 
men eariy Thursday E 

Mayuga however said De Leon would be inves! 
tigated for airing his dissatisfaction in publie. 

“General Allaga and 1 have talked. Maybe thi 
aspect they wil Took ino îs whether he was 
fone who released the leer 10 the media said 
Mayuga Н 

‘Asked whether De Leon would be subjected б 
dicis ato, Alaga sid, ca amd 

for non" pow 

But he said De Leon would be resigned 
probably to Zambales where he would be named 
fad of the Naval Education and Training School 

1a his resignarion letter De Leon said "many oft 
fcers (would) rather suppress the trath to pus 
some personal agenda” : 

Te took a posht at Mayuga, whose абі 
ing panel recently cleared ranking generals ali 
slegely involed in the “Hello Gard” election 
fraud scandal. 

“Survival, according to the most respected offi- 
‘cer in command (Mayuga), is now the rule that 
overs the behavior of almost everybody in the 
Armed Forces ofthe Philippines. fm опу, sis, bu 
please don't count me in,” De Leon said in his let- 
Es 

‘Mayuga refused to comment on De Leonis ac- 
сазана “i have not read his letes fibre isa let- 
terhe said. 


Despite pending abolition, 
judge gives 7 death penalty 


EVEN AS PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL-AR- 
royo is set to sign a law abolishing capital 
punishment, a Manila judge yesterday sen 
tenced to death seven persons, including a 
‘woman, for the kidnapping of a Chinese boy 
and a housemaid seven years ago. 

‘Sentenced to бе by lethal injection for kidnap- 
ping for ransom and serious ilegal detention were. 
“Tranquilino Martinez, Venancio Untalan, Christo- 
pher Bayion, Thea Po, Arcadio Marbit, Eduardo 
Delgado and Renato Corpuz. 

Another accused, known only by the alias 
“Nestor” or “Begoe,” remains at large. 

Judge Manuel Barrios said the sentence could 
be modified once the law abolishing the death 
penalty was approved. . 

Ms Arroyo, who had pushed for the abolition of 
the death penalty said last week that she would- 
sign the ЫП ino law before she leaves this week- 
end on a visit to the Vatican and Spain. 

‘Congress earlier approved a bill abolishing the 
death penalty despite protests from the relatives 
of crime victims, who accused the President of 
rushing to approve the bil to lease the Pope. 

In the Senate version of the bill, е ukimate 
penalty as been downgraded to reclusion perpet- 
‘ua or life imprisonment without parole. 

The Manila judge also imposed an additional 
eight years imprisonment on four of the ac 
 cuscd Martinez, Untalan, Baylon and Po—and 
ordered them to indemnify the victims a toral of 
13,000 after finding them guilty of robbery. 

‘According to court records, Domingo Ong Ш 
and Josephine Andrada, (ей aged 12 and 38 
years, respectively were abducted from the Too 


Guan Tong Temple їп Binondo, Manila, on March 
16,1999. 

"The day before, four of the accused—Martinez, 
Untalan, Bayion and Po—had entered the remple 
where the victim's father, Domingo Jr, worked as 
a treasurer and caretaker. 

Once inside, the accused, all amed with knives 
and guns, hogied the Ong family and their two 
maids, induding Andrada, and took their cash 
and valuables. 

"The accused left аг dawn, taking the young 
Ong and Andrada with them. 

"he younger Ong was rescued by police in 
“Tambo, Parañaque, while Andrada was recovered 
from a house in Gen, Trias, Cavite. The gang ini- 
tially asked for ransom of P10 milion but reduced 
this to P150,000. 

In his defense, Martinez, the leader of the 
group, tod the cour the abduction was part of a 
plan concocted by the vicinis father and his зір. 
lings to extor money from the Too Guan Tong As- 
socation, which had funds alloned for ransom 
purposes. This was rejected by the court. 

"The judge said the response of the victim's fa 
ther, which was o call Teresita Ang See, the anti- 
crime crusader, and repon the incident to the au 
thorities “reveal a mind set that Б inconsistent 
with the conspiracy theory espoused by the de- 
бео” 

"The housemaid had claimed that Untalan had 
raped her. But the court said the victim was not 
able to testify in court to substantiate her claim. 

"The promulgation of the sentence was held at. 
the New Bilibid Prisons in Muntinlupa where Mar- 
tinezis being held on another case. Tina С. Santos 
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tion, Sen. Miriam Defensor-Santia- but who testify against abortionists. - mum penalties against those who Тһе bill also seeks to strike out 

bill ; go has fled abilthet would impose The senator said abortion bad I performorabecan abortion, a provision in the code which pro- 

Ш against 25,529 леа Woman P утта 

= 2 ‘wives, nurses, pharmacists and oth- aided by health professionals. Ў 1 аата нета читине темы ieu 

abortioni: (S reb penes fund о These incidents have bee s ighs to practice by a doctor, midwife, tion from a physician" dispenses’ 
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"Santiago's bila cals forgiving wives, nurses and other h Senate Bil 1255 seeks to edvanage of ther scene nowt don. JulletabogJavellana 
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Business to gov't: Protect us vs NPA 


From pute Al 
beefed up the capacity of the military and po- 
lice first before engaging the NPA in an all-out 
offensive. 

“Not only civilians would be caught in the 
crossfire, even businesses are placed at risk,” 
Concepcion said in a separate interview, adding 
that the government should have held public 
consultations before launching a total war on 
the NPA and their supposed coddlers. 

Francis Chua, president of the Federation 
of Filipino Chinese Chambers of Commerce 
and Industry Inc, said the government 
should understand that businessmen were 
paying taxes to the NPA under duress. "No 
‘businessman will agree to double taxation if 
the government is strong enough to protect 
them,” he told the INguinex, 

‘According to military officials, the NPAs 
operational funds are raised mainly through 
extortion, Businessmen who refuse to pay of- 
ten find their buildings attacked and equip- 
ment burned. The rebels also sometimes re- 
sort to murder, the officials said. 

A top executive of a telecommunication 
firm, who spoke on condition of anonymity, 
said the military and police did not have the 
capability to protect his company's facilities in 
far-fung provinces. The executive admitted 
his company was paying the NPA “a nine-fig- 
ure amount every year to ensure that cell sites 
and other properties are left untouched.” 

'Col. Gregorio Fajardo, commander of the 
303rd Infantry Brigade based in Negros Occi- 
dental, said intelligence reports indicated that 
large telecommunication firms had been cours- 
ing their tax payments to the NPA through their 
head offices. "The negotiations appear to be 
‘made on a national level" he said. 

‘Other military officials based on the islands 
of Cebu and Negros said that not only 
telecommunication firms but also sugar plan- 
tations and bus companies in the Visayas 
were paying revolutionary taxes. 


Silent taxpayers 

Lt. Gen. Pedro Cabuay Jr, head of the 
Southern Luzon Command based in Lucena 
City said many of the businesses in the South- 
em Tagalog and Bicol regions were likewise 
Contributing to the NPA coffers. 

Lt Col. Jefferson Omandam, spokesperson 


of the Central Command based in Cebu City, 
Said he didn’t know of any businesses paying 
revolutionary taxes in the Visayas that had 
sought the help of the authorities. 

‘Senior Supt. Victorio Caragan Jt, police 
chief of Quezon, reported a similar phe- 
nomenon in his province. 

"The INQUIRER interviewed a number of busi- 
nessmen in Quezon province and they said 
they would continue paying taxes tothe NPA. 

“We can't afford to antagonize the NPA. Ies 
too dangerous for business, to myself and also 
to my family 1 don't want to take the rs 
said one trader who requested that his identi 
ty and line of business be withheld. 

“The money I give s within the means of my 
bores The amoure is te eof seveni ine 
of intense haggling between my representative 
and the NPA,” the trader said in a phone interview 

"And I will continue paying that amount as 
long as my business is still making a profit. 
When Гт no longer making money, I will tell 
them ino more; that I could no longer continue 
paying. could sense they will understand." 


Demand letter 

"The lawyer of another business enterprise said 
his dient recently received a “demand еле? from. 
the NPA. After authenticating the letter, the lawyer 
‘negotiated with the NPA emissaries but they failed 
to agree on the amount of the revolutionary tax. 

“During our last meeting last week, I was 
informed that my client is now included in 
their so-called ‘penalty list, meaning there is 
now a threat of corresponding punishment if 
we do not accede to their demand in the soon- 
est time possible," the lawyer said. 

“But definitely, my client is willing to pay 

the sake of continuous unbampered busi- 
ness operations," he added. 

This despite the warning of Executive Secre- 
tary Eduardo Ermita that communities harboring 
communist guerrillas and businesses submitting 
to NPA extortion would face criminal charges as 
рап of a crackdown against the Maoist rebellion. 

‘Ermita also warned local officials and fami- 
lies against giving sanctuary to the 
7,400-member NPA, the armed wing of the 
Communist Party of the Philippines that has 
been waging a 37-year insurgency. 

“Anyone who abets the insurgency, anyone 
who gives comfort to the enemy will be within 


the ambit of the counterinsurgency opera- 
tions,” Ermita said at a news conference. 
"The NPA rebels “live off the land and they de- 
pend on the assistance provided to them by 
their coddlers on the ground. So we have to ad- 
dress these particular coddiers," Ermita said. 


"had forced their staff то hand over the money. “Be- 
‘cause they are giving aid and comfor tothe enemy, 
they wil be appropriately charged," Ermita said. 
Double victims 

But Director Vidal Querol, police chief of 
Metro Manila, said the government must distin- 
guish between those who willingly aid the NPA 
and those who are coerced into doing so. 

Going after the latter would make them 
“double victims,” Querol said. “Biktima na, 
ikukulong pa.” 

Senate President Franklin Drilon also said it 
was unfair of the government to throw the 
book at businessmen who were merely forced 
into forking over tax payments to the NPA. 

“Certainly these people would not want to pay 
revolutionary taxes but they cannot refuse to do so 
because goverment has failed to provide the nec- 
essary security in areas where the presence of gov- 
emmene is virtually lacking." Обої e 

"They are victims themselves. Therefore, 
they should be provided protection rather 
than be harassed,” he added. 

‘Senate Majority Leader Francis Pangilinan 
said Ermita seemed to be ignorant of the law. 

"Vie are notin a state of war so they [busi 
nessmen paying revolutionary taxes) are, legal- 
ly speaking, not lable under our Revised Penal 
Code; Pangilinan seid, adding that giving aid 
and comfort to the enemy could only bea crime 
‘when a nationis at war with an extemal force. 


GMA assurance. 

At the Armed Forces of the Philippines head- 
quarters in Camp Aguinaldo, however, Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo said sizeable military 
units would be detailed to guard businesses in 
rebelinfluenced areas to help them resist the 
extortion by the NPA. With reports from Luige 
A. del Puerto and Juliet Labog-Javellana in 
Manila; Delfin T. Mallari Jr, PDI Southern. 
Luzon Bureau, and Carla P Gomez and Jhun- 
nex Napallacan, PDI Visayas Bureau 
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NPA raid on mayor’s 
residence taunts GMA 


By Villamor Visaya Jr. 

Рё Northern Luzon Bureau. 
and joey A. Gabieta. 

PDI Visayas Bureau 


CAMP MELCHOR DE LA CRUZ, 
lsabela—As though taunting 
President — Macapagal-Arroyo's 
administration, about 3 com- 

munist insurgents disguised as 
soldiers stormed the house of the 
mayor of Lasam, Cagayan, on 
Tuesday and made off with a 
number of firearms. 

No one was hurt in the 15- 
minute raid on the house of Lasam 
Mayor Eulogio Agatep Jr in Baran- 
ay Callao Sur, said Lt. Col. Leopol- 
do Galon, spokesperson of the 
Army's Sth Infantry Division. 

Galon said the insurgents 
seized five 12-gauge shotguns, an 
M-16 Armalite rifle, a sniper tele- 
scope and ammunition. 

He said Lasam police in pursuit 
of the raiders had arrested two 
men and found two abandoned 
vehicles—a dump truck and a 
car—that might have been used 
in the guerrilla operation. 

The arrested men were identi- 
fied as Edwin Bilag, alias Ka Nel- 
son, supposed platoon leader of 
the Sandatahang Yunit Pangpro- 
paganda-Secom — LNorthem 
Front, and Danilo Bulusa 

Ina statement sent to media of- 
fices, one Salvador del Pueblo, 
supposed spokesperson of the Na- 
tional Democratic Front (NDF) in 
‘Cagayan Valley, said the raid was 
conducted by the Henry Abraham 
Front of the New Peoples Army. 

Del Pueblo said Agatep's house 
was serving as a base for the ille- 
gal numbers game "jueteng" and 
"the place where winning jueteng 
mumbers are drawn." 

Не зай the raiders, “who dis- 
guised themselves as Army soldiers,” 
found no need to fire their guns be- 
‘cause the people inthe Agatep house, 
indudimg the mayors cousin, Jun 
sac Agatep, were taken by surprise. 

But The Associated Press quot- 
ed Del Pueblo as denying that any 
ofthe raiders had been arrested. 

Mayor Agatep, who survived 
ап ambush last year that killed 
three of his relatives, could not be 
reached for comment. 

Political suicide 

Оп June 16, Ms Arroyo said РІ 
billion would be released to the mii- 
tary and police to boost an “all-out” 
offensive against the NPA, the 7,400- 
member armed wing of the Commu- 
nist Party of the Philippines. 

Her chief of staff, Michael De- 
fensor, was quoted as saying that 
the President wanted the 37-year 
ld insurgency wiped out in “criti- 
cal areas” in one to two years. But 
other ranking officials, including 
Vice President Noli de Castro, sub- 
sequently countered that Defen- 
sor was using “wrong arithmetic.” 

їп Tacloban City, Santiago 
Salas, spokesperson of the NDF in 
the Eastern Visayas, dismissed 
the one-to-two-year timetable set 
by Malacafang, saying it was the 
administration that might be fin- 
ished” by that time. 

"The NDF isthe political arm of 
the CPE 

"[Seting that deadline) is in 
fact political suicide for Arroyo be- 
cause her regime is enfeebled by a 
chronic economic crisis, а 
bankrupt treasury and restiveness 
‘among its own troops. She cannot 
even [proide] enough, class- 
rooms to schoolchildren, let alone 
boots to foot soldiers" Salas said 
inan e-mail to the Inguma. 

“The revolutionary movement 
has prevailed over the past 
decades. I can certainly surmount 
the nonentity in Malacañang who 
is in mortal dread of falling be- 
саше she is unable to prove her 
‘own legitimacy" he said. 

Eastern Visayas, composed of 
the provinces of Leyte, Southern 
Leyte, Biliran, Samar, Eastern 
Samar and Northem Samar, has 
been identified as a region where 
the insurgency remains active 

Из governor, Ben Evardone, 
said that while he did not question. 
the wisdom of the “all-out” offen- 
sive announced by the President, 
the development of the country” 
side should be given more focus as 
‘away of ending the insurgency. 

“The P1 billion set aside by our 
government must also have a com- 
ponent for the development of the 
Tural areas and not jus the armed 
component," Evardone said in an 
interview over dyDW radio. 

Не said the govemment should 
build roads bridges, schools and oth- 
cer infrastructure in the rural areas to 
make the people know that there was 
sila goverment caring for them. 

Lawyer Paquito Nacino, region- 
al director of the Commission on 


E 


Human Rights, said he supported 
thecounterinsurgency campaign. 

But he added: "The NPAs have 
their rights, too. My only concern 
with this all-out war is for the 
members of the military to always 
observe the rules on engagement 
during their operations.” 


Changing deadline 
‘The back-and-forth on the 
deadline to finish off the insurgen- 
ey continued yesterday, with the 
military reckoning that Ms Arroyo 
had given the Armed Forces the 
net four years to rout the NPA. 

"I was Secretary Mike Defensor 
ho menioned the two years. But 
What I understand from the President 
® that she wares the insurgency prob- 
Jem finished before her term ends (in. 
2010]. The President has been saying 
that ever since,” said Gen. Generoso 
Senga, AFP chief of af 

Senga spoke with reporter af 
ter the ceremonial send-off of 
three additional batalions to in- 
surgent hotbeds in Central and 
Souther Luzon. 

Не admited that the AFP had 
no new counterinsurgency strate- 
gy and that it would just “intensi. 
fj the execution of the ‘oplans 
that we already have" 

"Ir wil be the usual combination 
of inteligence operations, combat 
Operations and civil military opera- 
Sons in cooperation with the oher 
agencies of govemment and the 
general populace,” he said. 

‘Apart rom the three battalions 
composed of abour 1,500 troops 
pulled out of Mindanao, the mili- 
tary is considering the deploy- 
ment of 3,000 more soldiers todo 
battle with NPA guerrillas. 

"These 3,000 troops are to be 
taken from the security derail of 
government officials and VIPs. 

Defensor lad зай Ms Arroyo 
found бе беюш departments 
timetable ох to 10 years” too long 

Defense Secretary Avelino Cruz 
de Tater acceded to the “shor 
term” deadline of two years for 
trical areas im Central Luzon, 
Souther Luzon and Sorsogon 
province, bur he stuck to his origi- 
Ral meuble ofsix to 10 years. 

Rena Reyes Jr, secretary gener- 
al of he milian: Bagong Alyansang 
Makabayan, assailed the ийдир of 
troops in certain regions of Luzon- 

“the massive тоор buildup and 
deployment in Southern Luzon Б 
the prelude to more human rights 
violations, extrajudicial killings, in- 
discriminate bombings and stating 
of dvilian populations,” Reyes said. 

He said it was in Cental Luzon 
where a number of assassinations 
af unarmed members of militant 
groups believed to be CPRNPA 
Fonts had taken place. 

Reyes warned of the large- 
scale dislocation of civilians be 
Cause of the expected increase in 
military operations. 

"in Sorsogon, people wil be dis- 
placed by an exploding volcano—a 
natural disaster In Quezon and simi- 
lar provinces, people will be displaced 
yanks and marching troops ter- 
se man-made disaster” he said. 

Reyes also cae пло Se 
retary Ronaldo Puno for suggesting 
that de Philippine Мавопа Police 
e actively involved in the offensive. 

"Maybe the PNP wants to get 
its hands on pac of the Р1-ЫШоп 
funding for the countefinsurgen- 
cy rive," he said, adding: 

“The АЕР human rights record 
is bad enough. Why would we al- 
low the PNR whose rights record is 
as bad, to join the all-out war?” 


Corrupt government 
“Another member of the influen- 
sal Roman Catholic hierarchy 
voiced concer over the offensive, 
Saying a "corrupt government was 
Athe roor of thie insurgency. 
"The NPAs are not creating the 
situation for insurgency” Lipa 
Archbishop Ramon Arguelles told 
feponters “its the corrupt go- 
шем and йз collaboration 
with foreign and local capital to 
disenfranchise the poor” 
Arguelles, the prelate formerly 
s charge of police and milia 
isis, called on the adminis- 
tration to spend on livelihood de. 
Velopment and education the 
promised P2-bilion allocation for 
Fie anticommunist drive and a 
тем antcorupton campaign. 
Te said sucha move would even- 
tually render the NPA “academic” 
“There's an NPA because the 
[poor] have nowhere to run to" 
Agocles said. "Instead of the 
gevernment defending them, 
Snar happens is they feel that the 
temy isthe government and the 
falar” With reports from Nor- 
man Bordadora, Dona Z. Pasz- 
шап, Christian V. Esguerra 
and Leila B. Salaverria 
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Other housing ; 
sites OK, say | 
ex-Nawasa 
employees 


AFTER MONTHS OF WRANGLING, RETIRED 
employees of the defunct National Water- 
works and Sewerage Administration 
(Nawasa) and an environment coalition are 
inching closer to a settlement over a contro- 
versial housing project inside the la Mesa 
Dam watershed. 

In a sign of a breakthrough, the leader of the 
1,411 housing beneficiaries yesterday indicated 
that his group was open to relocating their 58- 
hectare housing project from the watershed toan 
alternative site in Quezon City 

"f they can provide a sie for us in the Quezon 
Gry area, wil not object," Genaro Bautista, presi- 
dent of the Kaisahan at Kapatiran ng mga Mang- 
gagawa at Kawani за Nawasa, told a joint Senate- 
House inquiry into the impact of the housing unit 
onthe environment. 

But he lamented that the group of retirees had 
thrice been asked to relocate to different areas 
over the past three decades. 

Bautista’ statement elicited a smile from Gina 
Lopez of Bantay- Kalikasan, part of the Save the La 
Mesa Dam coalition opposing the housing project, 
and cheers from Sen. Pia Cayetano, who cochaired 
the hearing with Manila Rep. Miles Roces. 

Cayetano told a press briefing afterward that 
there was a “potential solution” to the problem. 

‘She said the burden of finding a new relocation 
site now lay with the Metropolitan Waterworks 
and Sewerage System (MWSS), the successor 
agency of Nawasa. 

Environmental who organized themselves 
{nto the Save La Mesa Dam coalition protested the 
"housing project because of ts location within the 
critical area of the watershed. They warned that 
Since i lay 24 meters above the dam's water level, 
the housing project’ wastes would fow down and 
seep into the reservoir: 

"The 2,700-hectare watershed is the source of 
‘water for Metro Manila's 12 milion residens 

Media reports of the ongoing constuction of 
some 120 houses for MWSS executives in a three 
hectare area on the other side of the lake also 
prompted similar prowess, TJ Burgonio 
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Friday, June 23, 2006 
Sacred Heart of Jesus 

Ist Reading: Hos 11:1, 3-4, 8-9 

2nd Reading: Eph 3:8-12, 14-19 

Gospel: John 19:31-37 

ASitwas Preparation Day, the Jews did not 
want he bodies to remain on the cross during 
the Sabbah, for this Sabbath was a very 
solemn day 

"They asked Plate to have the legs of the con- 
беше men broken, so they might take away the 
bodies. 

"The soldiers came and broke the legs of the first 
mas and ofthe ther who had been созбе with 
Jesus. When they ame to Jesus, they saw that he 
"as already dead; so they did not break his legs 
One ofthe soldiers, however pierced his side with 
a lance and immediately there came out blood 
and water 

"The one who has seen here gives his witness so 
that you may believe: his winess is ue and He 
поно that he speaks the th AB this happened 
то fall the words of Scripture, Not one of his 
"bones shall be broken. Another rex says: They 
shal look on him whom they bav pierced. 
Commentary 

Inte days fer Pentecost we celebrate the dep 
seis of our бой that are to sustain us dil 
through Ordinary Time. doy we look ar the love of 
God for us in Jesus Spirit and Body: Ie has been there 
since the beginning but we are slow to ses, under- 
Stand and accept it We are children held în arms, | 
aught ro walk; held it human cords bands of love 
The an infant held to a cheek in tndemess God Б 
overwhelmed with love for us and so gives ws Jess, 
the Holy One aways present among us, ove buring 
et not consuming ш. eis love gen în fe andi 
ай! and in resumen е--ло end tots dep 
‘breadth. We dwell in the heart of our God, wich Jesus 
ruf risen and set in his Spiri. We ve in the 
тиу 

(штап Publications е. 8 Mayumi St, UP Vi- 
lp Blu бизе б, ÙP PO Bor 4, nas 
Tli Quan бу; Ты: 9313994; Fac 921-7429; 
Email caret ong: Weiter: lev hte 
Grete (Coran Pabteatons inc 4 p/m 
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ICHECK DUT THE ALL NEW LANCER GT AND GALANT 240M, AND EXCITING 

ACCESSORIZED MITSUBISHI MODELS. PLUS GET A SPECIAL PREVIEW 

DF SOON TO BE RELEASED MITSUBISHI VEHICLES. ROUGH IT UP AND 

TEST YOUR DRIVING SKILLS IN OUR INTERACTIVE DAKAR RALLY GAME, 
AND GET THE LATEST GEAR FROM OUR RALLIART PIT. 


Dun THE MITSUBISHI THAT YOU'VE ALWAYS WANTED THROUGH DUR EABY OWN PLANE, 
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АЗ] 
Defense notes 


Frompage Al 
the trial by the van's Filipino driv- 
er, Timoteo Soriano, that ПО In- 
telligence Division chief Paquito 
Torres (Delequina's boss) had co- 
erced him into mentioning "gang 
rape" in the statement he execut- 
ed on Nov. 2, 2005, just hours af- 
ter the alleged crime. 

Nicole was not present at the 
hearing, the first time she missed 
а court date, Her lawyer, Evalyn 
Ursua, said she was resting. 

The prosecution panel is ex- 
pected to call to the stand today 
two members of Nicole's family 
—a stepsister who was with her 
at Subic at the time of the alleged 
rape, and an elder brother. 


Admissions 

Francisco Rodrigo, counsel for 
S/Sgt. Chad Carpentier, made 
Delequina admit that when he 
photographed Nicole's panties 
and denim jeans, he did not see 
any tears on either. 

‘That both pieces of clothing 
apparently had "no stains” when 
taken off the woman was another 
admission drawn from the wit- 
ness, this time by his colleague 
Benjamin Formoso, counsel for 
Lance Cpl. Daniel Smith. 

But it was toward the end of 
the hearing that Rodrigo read out 
the PNP crime lab report saying 
that no stains of semen were 
found on the clothes. 

"This was during an exchange 
оп whether there was still a need 
to call in the expert who had con- 
ducted the tests. Otherwise, it 


was proposed, both sides could 
just stipulate (or agree) on the re- 
роп. 

"he prosecutors зай they 
might have a problem producing. 
Such a witness on the matter be- 
cause the PNP oficial concerned 
Бай gone to the United States on 
vacation. 

The examination was conduct- 
ed bya medico-legal officer, Chief 
Insp. Mamerto Bernabe Jr 

Rodrigo was actually daring 
the prosecution to stipulate on 
the “no stains” finding, but the 
prosecutors refused. 


Close to 2 hours 

The defense lawyers kept the 
ПОЗ Ramon Paje on the witness 
stand for close to two hours as 
they attacked both his proficiency 
in English and investigative skills 
during cross-examination. 

But Paje endured the ordeal 
‘and answered every question. 

Paje was the IIO officer who 
translated “lasing na lasing (very 
drunk)” to mean “hardly intoxi- 
cated” in describing Nicole in his 
investigation report. 

He saw the complainant in 
such a condition when he first 
met her at the ПО office shortly 
after the alleged rape. 

“Mr. Witness, when I say T 
could hardly see you, would you 
agree that in Filipino, that means 
"Hindi kita masyadong makita’ or 
‘Bahagya lamang kitang nakiki 
а?” said lawyer Jose Justinian 
‘counsel for Lance Cpl. Keith Silk- 
wood, 
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Nicole jeans, panties not torn 


Justiniano was testing how the 
witness understood фе term 
“hardly” in light of his misuse of 
the adverb in translating "lasing 
na lasing.” 


Hot on the issue 

The defense panel had been 
hot on the mistranslation, believ- 
ing that Paje in fact meant that 
Nicole was barely drunk when 
she was seen minutes after the al- 
leged rape. 

if proven, this would derail the 
prosecution's line of offense that 
the complainant was too drunk to 
have consented to sex. 

Nicole had alleged that on Nov. 
1 last year, Smith raped her while. 
she was barely conscious at the 
back of a Starex van cruising the 
Subic Bay Freeport, as Silkwood, 
Carpentier and Lance Cpl. Do- 
minic Duplantis egged him on. 

"That could be what it means, 
sir,” said Paje, who testified in Fil- 
ipino and was assisted by an in- 
terpreter throughout his testimo- 


witness." 


лу, 

“OK. How about if say T could 
hardly hear you; would you 
agree that in Filipino, that means 
‘Hindi kita masyadong marinig’ ог 
Bahagya lamang kitang 
naririnig?” continued Justini- 

This time, State Prosecutor 
Hazel Valdez rose to address 


Makati RTC Branch 139 Judge 
Benjamin Pozon: “Your Honor, 
we have to object to this line of 
questioning on the basis of lack of 
materiality” 

Justiniano countered that he 
was "testing the accuracy of the 


"Di ganong kagaling’ 

The defense lawyer won the 
courts favor and was allowed to 
о оп. But Paje gave him the re- 
buff. 


“Di ako ganong kagaling, as 1 
have already told 

said in a mix of 
glish, raising both arms to em- 
phasize his point. 

‘The courtroom 
laughed at the exchange. 

Justiniano had earlier inquired 
into the investigators education- 
al atainment. 

“I finished tertiary school at 
the Ramon Magsaysay University, 
sig Paje said. 

"so you said you finished third 


Prosecutors clarified to him 
that "tertiary" meant college. 

‘Justiniano also asked Paje to 
affirm if he had understood the 
English terms he used in hig re- 
port, including the words "Cau- 
Casian,” "asssuked" and “bar- 
hopping.” 


dling of evidence, 


turned over 


"used condom fro 


sig" Paje 


Wipino and En- Nicole. 


audience 


bag. 


Delequina. 


Rodrigo questioned Paje's han- 


Nicole's jeans and panties, and 
the condom purportedly used by 
Smith in the alleged rape. 

He had testified that Nicole, 
with the assistance of IIO evi 
dence custodian Genevieve Puno, 
the jeans and 
panties, and that he received the 

SBMA Law 
Enforcement Division bike patrol 
officer Jaime Avila Jr, who re- 
trieved it from the parking lot at 
Subics Alava Pier where the ser- 
vicemen had allegedly dumped 


"Did you examine the jeans 
and pants? Did you notice any 
tear in the panties or jeans? Were 
they in a container? Did it not oc- 
Cur to you as an investigator to 
look at the condition of very im- 
portant pieces of evidence?” Ro- 
drigo asked Paje in quick succes- 


“To preserve the evidence and 
prevent contaminating them, I 
did not look at them, said Paje, 
Who testified that he received 
Nicole's clothes in a brown paper 


Soriano's statement. 
Under direct examination by 
private prosecutor Evalyn Ursua, 
he and several 
other persons were present in 
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"Torress office when Soriano was 
questioned about the alleged 
таре 

The questioning lasted from 11 
pm. of Nov. 2 to around 1 a.m. of 
the next day. 

Going in and out ofthe room at 
the time were SBMA Director JV 
Magsaysay and his wife, Zam- 
bales Rep. Mitos Magsaysay, two 
agents of the US Naval Criminal 
Investigation Service, and anoth- 
er SBMA investigator identified 
as Villaluz. 

Delequina said Soriano signed 
his statement “willingly” in the 
presence of these people. 

Before Soriano affixed his sig 
nature, Torres made him read the 
statement again and asked him 
aloud if he was willing to sign, 
Delequina said. 

The witness noted that the in- 
terview dragged on for two hours 
because Soriano “took long paus- 
es" and appeared to give much 
thought to each question posed 
by Torres. 

Five months after that session, 
Soriano publi recanted his 
statement, first in media inter- 
views, and later in ап affidavit 
submitted during the preliminary 
investigation ofthe case 

He claimed then that Torres 
had punched him twice to force 
him to mention "gang rape" in his 
original statement. 


including 


DOH to ban state-scholar MDs from becoming nurses 


By Gil C. Cabacungan jr 


THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH IS PLANNING 
то bar medical students on scholarship in state 
"universities and colleges from shifting to nursing. 
‘upon their graduation. 

Health Secretary Francisco Duque said he 
‘would consider adding a provision to the con- 
tracts of medical students on government schol- 
arship that would spell out the prohibition. 

"Wed look at the legality of that," Duque 
said in an interview in Mala 
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He said he also favored requiring each doc- 
tor who graduated from medical school to 
work in the country for two years for every 
year he received a subsidized tuition. 

Duque was in Malacañang for the launch- 
ing of the "Bagong Doktor Para Sa Bayan,” a 
scholarship program of the First Gentleman 
Foundation and the Department of Health. 
(Story on Page Ai) 

The program will provide tuition, uni 
forms, equipment, board and lodging, and 
board exam fees (plus allowances during 
their internship) to 20 medical students at the. 
University of the Philippines-College of 
Medicine and Pamantasan ng Lungsod ng 
Maynila. 

Duque said the program was patterned af- 
ter the DOH's Doctors to the Barrios, a brain- 
child of Sen. Juan Flavier, а former health sec- 
retary, who graced the event. Doctors to the 


Barrios deploys physicians to far-flung areas 
ofthe country. 

Duque said the government could no 
longer afford to lose medical doctors to high- 
paying nursing jobs overseas because of the 
acute shortage of physicians in the country 

“The ideal should be one doctor for every 
10,000 [people] but what we have now is one 
isto 60,000, especially in the barrios," he said. 

Duque sad the govemment would just be 
‘wasting funds if most of the medical graduates. 
who had been given scholarships left the country. 

Filipino doctors, lured by high pay in the 
United States and Europe, are leaving. in 
droves not to work as physicians but as nurses 

This trend was highlighted when 2004 
medical board topnotcher Dr. Elmer Jacinto 
decided to work as a registered nurse in a 
New York hospital instead of practicing his 
profession in he Philippines. 


91 nursing grads petition... 
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board member, 
the test results. 


Blacklist review center 
so wanted 


The complainants 


in line 


“The Country Coordinating Mechanism (CCM) 

of the Philippines is calling for the 
Submission of proposals for the conduct of the 

3rd National Tuberculosis Prevalence Survey (NPS) 


with the 


National TB Program (NTP) of the Philippines 
through the assistance of the Global Fund (GFATM).” 


For interested parties and for a copy of the Terms of 
Reference (TOR), please contact Dr. Ernesto Bontuyan Jr 
and/or Mr. Ferdinand La Puebla, secretariat of the 
3rd NPS Steering Committee at 4th Floor, Bldg.13 
Infectious Disease Office, NCDPC, DOH, Manila 
with telephone nos. 71 1-68-08 ог 743-83-01 
local 2350 to 2352. You can also e-mail us at 

steercom2007nps@yahoo.com 


Deadline for submission is on July 24, 2006. 
дыл) 


the PRC to “blacklist 


ous examinations. 


of the review center. 


stayed with Ms Arroyo. 


Spain on Saturday. 


LY 


nursing board, the lawyer pro- 
posed that an independent fact- 
finding committee be formed to 
determine the liability of each 

and to compute 


RA барт 
Review Center, which boasted a 
98 percent passing rare in previ- 


“We would like to assure every- 
one that if indeed there is any 
truth to any leakage, the RA Ga- 
puz Review Center absolutely 
had no participation and would 
not countenance any such act,” 
said Roderick Salazar Ш, counsel 


Salazar said Gapuz had yet to 
receive a copy of the complaint. 
Lawyer Yangot said the review 


GMA rushed to hospital 
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ШЫ around 10:30 pm. but re- 
tumed later Some family members 


"indefinite on how long she will 
stay here. Canceled pa lang yung 
Davao pero yung Spain wip hindi 
ра alam,” Defensor said. "This is in- 
definite.” (Her Davao trip is can- 
celled but as to the one to Spain we 
don't know yet.) The President had 
scheduled a Cabinet meeting today 
in Davao. She is set to leave for 


Asked if Ms Arroyo was vomit- 
ing, Defensor said he did not know 
but sources at the hospital said the 
President was throwing up. 

Ms Arroyo was at the dinner at 
the Osteria restaurant owned Бу 
actress Ara Mina when she was 
taken ill. The actress was report- 
edly at the restaurant at the time. 

Defensor said the President just 
hada salad at the restaurant and he 
маз not aware if she had oysters, 
the restaurant's specialty. Her last 
meal before that was a luncheon at 
the Palace during an affair of the 
Presidential Management Stafi. 

An aide to the President who did 
not want to be identified because 
she was not authorized to talk to 
the modia said Ms Arroyo was suf- 
fering from fatigue. Doctors at St. 


center was included in the com- 
plaint because photocopies of 
samples of the tests were dis- 
tributed to examinees wearing 
uniform jackets that bore the RÀ. 
барит logo. 

А copy of an 18-page docu- 
ment, which was obtained by the 
молеа, was labeled “psychiatric 
mental health nursing,” and was 
composed of handwritten notes 
detailing standard medical text 
book facts. Some of the notations 
bore spelling errors. 

‘The колага traced the copies 
fo a commercial photocopying 
shop beside a university, but em- 
ployees there could not confirm 
whether the person who had or- 
dered 2,800 copies of the docu- 
ment worked for the барит. Re- 
view Center. Witha report from 
Desiree Calusa, PDI Northern 
Luson Bureau 


Luke's who likewise did not want 
to e identified said she might have 
suffered acute gastroenteritis 
caused by food poisoning 

Defensor said the President 
would be confined while doctors 
тап tests, She was placed in a 
fourth floor suite because the 
presidental suite was reportedly 
occupied by newspaper publisher 
Max Soliven while the ambas- 
sadorial suite was occupied by 
San Miguel Corp. top honcho Ed- 
uardo "Danding" Cojuangco. 

Later, Defensor said the Presi- 
dent was asleep and was not con- 
nected to any intavenous rubes. 
He said the First Gentleman would 
remain with her overnight. 

As to the possibility of food poi- 
soning, Defensor said, “We have 
mot yet ruled that out because 
мете sil waiting for the medical 
bulletin” 

As news of the Presidents con- 
finement spread, Metro Manila 
police chief Director Vidal Querol 
announced the raising of the po- 

е alert level to full alert as stan- 
ard operating procedure. 

As о whether the President had 
suffered food poisoning, Querol 
said, “Thats a legitimate’ question 
but we're not ready to address that” 
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Power spot 
mart starts 
run today 


By Abigail L. Ho 


‘THE LONG WAIT IS FINALLY OVER. 
‘After several postponements, the wholesale 
electricity spot market (Wesm) will start its 
‘commercial run today, providing a more trans- 
parent way of buying and selling electricity. 

‘To make Wesm understandable to the man 
оп the street, Lasse Holopainen, president of 
Philippine Electricity Market Corp. (РЕМС), 
likened the electricity bourse to a fish market, 
where several vendors sell the same wares but 
at different prices. 

The big difference lies in the nature of the 
commodity, Power cannot be stored for sale 
thenext day or even the next hour. 

Also, as with the current non-spot market set- 
‘up, end-users will not know from which genera- 
tor the power that they consume will come from. 

Because of these factors, Wesm uses the 
“pool” concept in which all the electricity pro- 
duced by generation firms will be centrally 
coordinated. They then compete to be dis 
patched the soonest, based on how much they 
price the power that they produce. 

Generation firms, including National Pow- 
ег Corp. and various independent power pro- 
‘ducers, goto the market to sell the power that 
they generate. 

"The trading is done every hour on the Inter- 
net, which means that electricity prices will 
vary depending on the time of day. 

For generators, a lower bid means better 
assurance of being dispatched to meet real- 
time power demand. 

‘But having an electricity spot market does not 
mean that end-users can just choose to consume 
the lowest priced electricity in the market. 

‘As of now, entities that can buy directly from 
the market include distribution utilities, electric 
cooperatives (when Wesm’s Visayas commer 
cial operation stars) and bulk power users. 

‘The immediate benefit of Wesm is not ex- 
actly lower power rates at the end-user level 
but a transparent and competitive electricity 
market for the country according to 
Holopainen. 

‘Wesm's website says the electricity bourse 
“is designed to encourage competition in 
generation, while at the same time providing 
incentives for the effective operation and de- 
velopment of the transmission networks, cou- 
pled with locational price signals to encour- 
‘age economically correct geographic place- 
ment of any future planned generation. 

‘In layman's term, Wesm seeks to take down the 
‘monopolies in generating and selling elecicity. 

‘With competition, generators are expected 
to beef up their operations—reduce costs, 
align tariffs with their expenses, and use their 
assets more efficiently—to enable them to 
take advantage of efficiency gains. 

Wesm will also provide “price signals" that 
will serve as a guide for future investments. 

For example, investors will no longer have 
to guess where to establish new plants as lo- 
cational price signals will give them a clue as 
to where new capacities should be placed 
(mainly in places where prices are high due to 
supply-demand imbalances) 


Masinloc sale 
above-board, 
says energy chief 


DESPITE BEING BOMBARDED WITH COR- 
ruption accusations, Energy Secretary 
Raphael Lotilla is resolute in defending the 
sale of the 600-megawatt Masinloc coal-fired 
power plant in Zambales, saying the transac- 
tion was completely aboveboard and not dis 
advantageous to the government. 

The auction of the Masinloc plant was 
“transparent and fully in accordance with 
Jaw" Lotilla said in a text message sent late. 
‘Wednesday in reaction to graft charges filed 
with the Office of the Ombudsman earlier 
that day by the Bagong Alyansa Makabayan. 

"The price was a good one and the interest 
of government remains fully protected as the 
plant continues to be operated and generates. 
income for [the National Power Согр.), and 
will be transferred only once the down pay- 
ment is made," he said. 

Тоза clarified that the Power Sector As- 
sets and Liabilities Management Corp. 
(PSALM), the agency tasked to dispose of 
Napocors assets, was still holding on to the 
$11-million performance bond put up by the 
YNN Pacific Consortium, a joint venture bet- 
ween Filipino firm YNN Holdings and the 
Australian-based Great Расійс Financial 
Group, that won the bid for the plant. 

He said the performance bond was even in- 
creased to $14 million when Malaysian con- 
glomerate Ranbill came into the picture as a 
new investor. Ranbill recently bought out its 
partners in YNN Pacific for $8 million 

Bayan filed graft charges against PSALM 
officials, including the Cabinet secretaries 
‘who sat in the PSALM board. 

‘Apart from Lotilla also named as respondents 
were Finance Secretary Margarito Teves, Budget 
Secretary Rolando Andaya, Economic Planning 
‘Secretary Romulo Neri, Justice Secretary Raul 
Gonzalez, Trade Secretary Peter Райа, PSALM 
president Nieves Osorio and vice president for 
asset management and electricity trading Froilan 
Thmpinco. Abigail L. Ho and TJ Burgonio 
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INT'L SCIENCE FAIR WINNERS 


Raymund Joseph Amurao of Marikina Science High School presents his award-winning 


project, “Biofuel from Janitor Fish” to President Macapagal-Arroyo during the Intel 
International Science and Engineering Fair winners’ courtesy call at Malacafiang 

yesterday. With them are Intel Technology Philippines Inc. officials (from left) Arlita 
Narag, Tymen Dejong and Teresa Pacis, sponsor of the competition, and Dr. Estrella 


Alabastro, science and technology secretary. 
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THE MATRIX CONVERTS 


They have experienced the power, 
dependability and unbeatable fuel 


Drive your way" 


efficiency of the Hyundai Matrix. 
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Homemaker & Entrepreneur 


"Managing a business and a home at the same time taught me one 
thing - to budget. And the Matrix helps me minimize my expenses 


because it-gives me more savings on fuel and maintenance. 


"As a doctor, 1 spend most of my time away from home. So need 


a car that's spacious yet economical. 
because among other compact car: 


comfort, and the fuel efficient CRDi engine." 


Mr. Hernando Naval 


Thats why | love my Matrix, 
it gives me all | need - space, 


Certified Public Accountant 


work with numbers ай the time, so when it comes to cars, | always check 
on the mileage. When I brought my Hyundai Matrix to Baguio for a 3-day 
tour, | was amazed to find out that I only spent P1,500 on fuel. That's easily 
70% savings compared to my other sedan.” 
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"The particulars include allegations she attempt- 
ей to exercise dictatorial powers, crimes against 
‘humanity in connection with killings of political 
activists and journalists and graft and сопир- 
tion. 

"The complainants will hold a vigil, dubbed 
“Bantay Batasan,” at the House of Represen- 
tatives starting on Sunday until Monday 
‘morning to ensure that they would be able to 
file the complaint ahead of anyone else. 

Other citizen complainants include National 
Arist for Literature Bienvenido Lumbera, artist 
Leah Navarro, former Transportation and Com- 
‘munication Undersecretary Josie Lichauco, for- 
mer Presidential Commission on Good Gover- 
‘ment Commissioner Vicky Avena, former Com- 
mission on Human Rights Commissioner Nass- 
ег Marohomsalic, University of the Philippines 
professor Randy David and civic workers Maria 
Feria and Marietta босо. 

Monday marks the end ofthe one-year prohi- 
bition against the filing of a new impeachment 
case against the President. The Constitution bans 
‘multiple impeachment cases in a single yea. 

"The President's allies in Congress killed an 
attempt last year to unseat Ms Arroyo over al- 
legations she rigged the May 2004 election. 

‘But Cebu Rep. Clavel Martinez on Sept. 2З, 
2005, had questioned before the Supreme 
‘Court the manner by which the House majori- 
ty dismissed the impeachment complaint. 

Ms Arroyo's lawyers, Romulo Macalintal 
and'Alberto Agra, yesterday told the House it 
‘could not entertain a new complaint until the 
high tribunal had settled Martinez's petition. 


SC urged to rule 

Aie launching yesterday of the бйле ini- 
sitive at Ciub Filipino in San Juan, lawyer Har- 
ту Rogue called on the Supreme Cour to issue 
an immediate ruling on Martinez's petition. 

"My humble prayer to the Supreme Court is 
now to give us guidance,” said Roque, who is 
also Mariners lawyer, “Until the court re 
Solves this issue, we will always have this ab- 
surd situation of having .. a race among 
mu 

Roque was referring to the move to stop 
lawyer Oliver Lozano from preempting this 
mew initiative to oust Ms Arroyo. Lozano was 
a leader of a movement to retur the dictator 
Ferdinand Marcos to power after he was oust- 
fd in 1986. He has since been involved in 
high-profile political cases. 

[ant yer, Lozano best the opposition to the 
punch in fling an impeachment case against 
His Arroyo during the widespread clamor for 
her resignation over allegations of election 
fraud and corruption. 

"The Presidents allies threw out a subse- 
quent opposition impeachment complaint and 
Considered the Lozano petition valid. Because 
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300 citizens push 2nd impeachment ... 


>. 


PREEMPTING impeachment moves expected on Monday, President Arroyo's lawyers Romulo. 


Macalintal (left) and Alberto Agra show copies 


they said it was weak and lacked substance, 
the Lozano petition was later thrown out. 


No legal basis 

Roque said the claim of Macalintal and 
Agra was "wrong and bereft of any legal ba- 
ss 

“We recognize that the decision of the 
House of Representatives dismissing. the 
amended impeachment complaint is final. 
However, we are stil going to the Supreme 
Court precisely not to reverse but to nullify 
tha decision of che House of Representatives 
on the grounds that there was grave abuse of 
discretion,” he said. 

So, itis not true that the first impeach- 
ment complaint is still alive. It is dead. And 
our only hope in fac is that the decision 
which killed it will be annulled by the 
Supreme Cour," Roque said. 

Tn their four page letter to House Speaker 
Jose de Venecia, Macalintal and Agra said any 
impeachment proceedings at this time would 
be "premature ший such time that the 
Supreme Court has acted with finality on the 
Martinez petition” 

"They noted that Martinezs petition "ex- 
presly prays” that las year’s complaint be re- 
Franded to the House so that it could deter- 
mine if thé complaint is sufficient in form and 
Substance. 

“Hence, the one-year period wherein no new 
impeachment proceedings could be iniiared 
has not lapsed. Only after the Supreme Court 


SC upholds ‘live-in’ setup if 
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excuse to enter into illegal and immoral con- 
jugal unions. 

"The majority opinion will make every reli 
gion a separate republic, making religion а 
haven for criminal conduct that otherwise 
‘would be punishable under the laws of the 
land. Today concubinage, tomorrow bigamy, 
will enjoy protection from criminal sanction. 
under the new doctrine foisted by the majori- 
ty opinion," said Associate Justice Antonio 
Carpio in an 18-page dissenting opinion. 

He cited US jurisprudence in warning that 
such a sweeping decision would "make the pro- 
fessed doctrines of religious belief superior to 
the law of the land" and, in effect, "permit every 
citizen to become a law unto himself.” 

“This case is about a religious cover for an 
obviously criminal act" the dissenters said. 

The issue stemmed from a complaint filed 
against Soledad Escritor, a court interpreter 
‘and member of the Jehovah's Witnesses and 
the Watch Tower and Bible Tract Society for 
‘committing a “disgraceful and immoral act” 
by living with Luciano Quilapio Jr. sans mar- 
rlage and having a child by him. 


Immoral act 

"The complaint was filed on July 27, 2000, by 
Alejandro Estrada in a Las Piñas coun, claiming 
that such a union constituted an “immoral act 
that tamished the image of the court." 

n her defense, Escritor argued that their 
“conjugal arrangement is in conformity with 


their religious beliefs and has the approval of 
her congregation,” the high court said in the 
63-page ruling penned by Associate Justice 
Reynato S. Puno. 

Tn fact, Escritor claimed that after 10 years in 
such a conjugal union, she and her husband ex- 
cured on July 28, 1991, a “Declaration of 
Pledging Faithfulness,” which “allows members 
of the congregation who have been abandoned 
by their spouses to enter into marital relations.” 

"The declaration thus makes the resulting 
‘union moral and binding within the congre- 
gation all over the world except in countries 
where divorce is allowed,” the court said. 


Elders approve union 

Escritor said the union was approved bythe 
“elders of the congregation" after confirming 
thar her husband had left her 

Tn her religion's eyes, "there is nothing im- 
moral about the conjugal arrangement be- 
tween Escritor and Quilapio and they remain 
members in good standing in the congrega- 

"The high court upheld Escritoes right to 
her conjugal union as ir chose to adhere tothe 
“benevolent neuusliry approach that gives 
тооп for accommodation of religious exerci 
sas required by the Free Exercise Clause.” 

“Thus, we find that in this particular case 
and under these distinct circumstances, Ye- 
Spondent Escritors conjugal arrangement 
annot be penalized as she has made out a 
case for exemption from the aw based on her 


‘of their manifestation on the application of the 
‘one-year ban on filing ofan impeachment complaint against a president. 
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has made a final determination of the propriety 
ofthe impeachment complaint... can the House. 
of Representatives consider and hear another 
complaint" Macalintal said. 


“Waste of time’ 

Surigao del Sur Rep. Prospero Pichay dis- 
missed the new opposition initiative as "pure. 
show and a waste of time." 

"We just hope the opposition this year will 
‘ensure that their complaint conforms to the 
legal requirements of form and substance, 
otherwise they're just posturing,” he said. 

Pichay said “the question now is whether 
the first impeachment complaint is dead or 
nof" because the Supreme Court had yet to re- 
solve Martinez's petition. 

Pichay said he also found the charges being 
raised by the opposition against the Presi^ent. 

like her declaration of a state of national 
emergency in February and stopping officials 
from testifying in congressional hearings ~ as 
"weak and baseless” 

{Не said the President's acts did not consti 
tute impeachable offenses because these were 
done in good faith. 

Pichay also said that the "perennial lack + 
endorsers will also render the new impeac 
ment case a failure” He pointed out that no ess 
than Senate Minority Leader Aquilino Pimentel 
Jc hod advised the House opposition against fil- 
ing complaint without 79 signatures. 

"The opposition controls only 39 seats in the. 
House. 


approved ... 


fundamental right to freedom of religion,” ће 
court said. 


Religious freedom 

“The court recognizes chat state interest 
must be upheld in order that freedoms—in- 
Coding religious freedom—may be enjoyed,” 
the court said. 

But in her own seperate opinion, Associate 
Justice Consuelo Ynares-Santiago sought the 
Suspension of Escrtor for six months for her 
disgraceful conduct in cour. 

“the exacting standards of ethics and 
morality imposed upon court judges and 
Court employees are required to maintain the 
people's faith in the court as a dispenser of 
Justice, and whose image is mirrored by their 
actuations, she said. 

“The high degree of moral uprighmess is 
demanded of employees of the government 
Tand] entails many sacrifices that are peculiar 
tothe civil service,” she added. 

‘Apart from Puno, those who voted for the 
resolution were Associate Justices Leonardo 
Quisumbing, Angelina Sandoval Gutierrez 
Ma. Alicia Austria: Martinez, Adolfo Azcuna, 
Minita Chico-Nazario, Renato Corona, Dante 
Tinga and Cancio Garcia, 

Арат from Panganiban, Carpio and 
Ynares, those who voted against the resolu- 
tion were Associate Justices Conchita Carpio 
Morales and Romeo Callejo. Newly appointed 
Associate Justice Presbitero Velasco Jr. took 
no part in the discussion. 


Mike Arroyo back on public display 
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charity circuit with the launching of а 
P20-million scholarship program for doctors 
inthe country. 

"Bagong Doktor Para sa Bayan” project will 
send 22 scholars to study medicine at the Univer- 
sity of the Philippines and Pamantasan ng Lung- 
зой ng Maynila. Arroyo said he was ready to re- 
vive all of his charity programs that were put on 
hold las: year such as those that helped people 
‘with hydrocephalus and kidney problems, 

*1 fel more comforable going out in public 
тон Lam ready to resume my chariy work" AT- 
Toyo said in an interview with the Iguman. 


Low profile but active 

‘Arroyo said that while he had kept a low 
profile since rhe "Hello Саге" scandal broke 
Tist year, he had remained active in charity 
events." just didn't want these projects to be 
spoiled by politics.” 

^ year ago, Arroyo was forced to drop all 
the projects of the First Gentleman Founda- 
tion—from the “Bagong Ngiti sa Dating Nge- 
bu” free dentures project to the “Bagong Mata 
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Para sa may Katarste"ataract removal 
surgery program- because of criticisms they 
were being used to gain the loyalty of the men 
în uniform considering that most of the bene- 
ficaries were soldiers and policemen. 

"They claimed these projects were for loyalty 
checks in the military but they were wrong be 
‘cause these were ай for charity" Arroyo said. 

Due to the heavy flak generated by her hus- 
bands foray into the limelight ма багу Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo was forced to send the 
First Gendeman ош of the сошиту to allow her 
ко focus on her own mounting political problems 
‘without the complications attendant to allega- 
"ions of her husband's involvement in “Jueteng” 


That certain speech 

їп a speech before businessmen in Makati 
on June 29, the President said: "My husband 
has volunteered to go abroad. He and even his 
contribution to health care and sports devel- 
‘opment have been the object of pillory, espe- 
cially by my political enemies who've been 
trying to distract me from fulfilling my reform. 
agenda as president. And so he will leave to 


remove these distractions and volunteered го 
remove himself from any situation which will 
cast doubt on my presidency" 

"The First Gentleman spent a few months last 
year in the United States with his son, Pampan- 
за Rep. Juan Miguel Arroyo, but his exile was 
Short мей as he few in and ош of the country. 

‘With the political crisis arising from the 
“Helio Garci” scandal easing, the First Gentle 
man resumed his role as the top patron of 
Philippine sports during the Southeast Asian 
‘Games held here last November. 

‘But with the President weathering an im- 
peachment case, a Cabinet mutiny, numerous. 
rallies demanding her resignation, dipping 
popularity and a foiled coup attempt, the First 
Gentleman apparently felt it was time to get 
back into the limelight. 


Private donors 

The First Gentleman said his foundation 
had earmarked an initia! P20 million for the 
medicine scholarship program from the con- 
tributions of private donors whom he refused 
1o identify. 
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Money borrowed from PCI 

FPA said th purchase pric of P47.2 million was very low be 
cause the book value ofthe shares at the time of he sale was P104.8 
йол. To pay or the purchase price, TMEE borrowed the вате 
amount om Soll, aged to e another Romualdez rom win 
{urn borrowed the same amount rom PCIBank. 

Since ton, whe the ownership issue remains unresolved the 
courts had to rule on questions on who wil vow now the contest- 
td shares are tobe handled. 

35 1999 the Supreme Court upheld a cese-e-desist order on the 
чой of the contested shares although К allowed the Sandiganbayan 
to aries discretion if the shares may bz voted by hr "> 
тоет 

2003, e Sandiganbayan ruled thatthe ТМЕ shares car e voted by 
the Romunidre, saying irat опу one POGG commissioners. „ned tha së- 
tura ordet a velaton ofthe commissions rules nd regulations. 

ue ens ourt ordered ane shares Бе depot in escrow 
ased on TMEES ma "esa that t was willig to have these placed in 
reser account t «lay fears of dissipation, oss or wastage. 


TRO 

Last: ay 9, the POG fled an urgent motion asking that the graft 
cou.: enforce the TR.) issued by the Supreme Court in 1995. 

"A day betore the band's annual stock!olders' meeting on May 23, 
the Sandiganbayan sait the TRO remained in effect, thus, disqualify- 
ing TMEE from voting its shares. 

"but on June 9 the Supreme Court reversed the antigraft court's de- 
cision that barred TMEE from voting its shares in Equitable PCI Bank 
during the bank's annual stockholders meeting last month. 

“The high court declared the results of the stockholders’ meeting in- 
valid. The court also directed the board of Equitable PCI Bank and the. 
bank's corporate secretary to recognize the nominee of TMEE аз a du- 
Iyelected member of the board in place of the person who was elected 
during the recent stockholders’ meeting. 

"TMEE is entitled to only one seat on the 15-member board. 


Romualdez took P138-M 

ina recent Newsbreak magazine report, it was said that when Kokay's 
son. Marin, was board chair of the bank In 2005, the Romualdezes withdrew- 
about P138 mation from the Trust Banking Group of Equiabe PCIBank. 

"The bank allowed the withdrawal because Pelagio Ricalde, corpo- 
rate secretary of Equitable's Trust Banking Group, interpreted a ruling 
by the Sandiganbayan to mean that only the contested shares of stock 
were to remain in escrow and not the cash and the dividends. 

While that Sandiganbayan ruling dd not order the retur of ТМЕЕ stocks, 
‘tnd that the shares, “including the interests earned, thereon be deposited 
‘wth the Land Bank of the Philippines in escrow for the persons, natural or ju- 
{Sci who shal eventually be adjudged емш entite thereto.” 

The Romualdezes were once the biggest shareholder in the PCI Bank: 
The family's patriarch allegedly acquired the majority shares by pressur- 
ing the Lopez famiy, which then partiy owned the bank, to give up the 
Shares. — Minerva Generalao and Maricar Tolosa, PDI Research 


Lopezes reassert P3-B ... 


From pagel 
51,827,640 Equitable PCI Bank 
shares with a current market val- 
че of P3.8 billion based on the 
listed company's latest share 
price of P73.50. 

‘Equitable PCI Bank resulted from 
the controversial 1999 acquisition by 
Equitable Banking Corp. of the much 
bigger PCIBank, which was then 
jointly owned by the Lopez family 
and taipan John Gokongwei J. 

Equitable gained contol of 
PCiBank afer then President 
Joseph Estrada ordered the state- 
Tun pension funds Social Security 
System (SSS) and Government Ser- 
vice Insurance System (GSIS) to 
Jend it the money to buy the bank. 

Curiously, the Lopez family's 
renewed interest in Equitable PCL 
comes at a time when it is being 
aggressively wooed for a merger 
by Banco de Oro Universal Bank 
of mall tycoon Henry Sy Sr. 

These merger overtures are be- 
ing resisted by the 6515 and the 
Romualdez family, which votes 
the contested shares. ‘Together, 
the two groups control close to 
one-fifth of the bank. 


Withdrawal of P138 million 

Asked by reporters why the fam- 
ily was reviving its interest in Equi- 
table PCI 20 years after regaining 
control of ив business empire and 
seven years after selling a stake in 
the bank, Oscar Lopez said the 
move was prompted by news re- 
pons that former Equitable PCI 
chair Martin Romualdez withdrew 
Jast year P138 million from an es 
‘row account of the shares. 

“The amount represents accu: 
mulated dividends and profit- 
sharing proceeds of the shares 
from 1991 to 1995. 

“The other day, the Lopez family 
filed a fresh set of complaints 
with the Sandiganbayan requir- 
ing the bank to explain the with- 
drawal of the funds. 

“ез only now that we heard of 
this withdrawal so it's only now 


" 


that we complained,” Oscar 
Lopez said, adding that the claim. 
had actually been pending in the 
courts since 1988. 

He said the family had no plans 
of siding either with the Henry Sy 
group or with the GSIS in the bate 
for control over the bank’s board, 
even as he acknowledged that the 
contested stake—equivalent to on- 
y one board seat—could sway the. 
fightin either direction. 


Swing vote 

"This is а swing vote. Thats 
why became chair” Oscar Lopez 
Said, recalling the time his family 
ged ош the Gokongwei group 
тошо! of the bank im the 
1990s with the help of the very 
Same contested shares 

"ies more of the principle of 
the thing,” he said about the 
Lopez. familys motive for re 
asserting їз cam. "We will de- 
tide шет on what to do with i, if 
We want rosell” 

"T sure both groups would 
vant [to buy the shares) anyway” 

oper aimed that the Еды. 
table PCI shares were part of the 
Bigger hoard of shares under Mer- 
aico Securities Comp—ihe pre- 
martial lw flagship. fim of the 
family—that were wrested from it 
tunde? duress by the Mareos regime 
through his Meralco “account 
manager” Benjamin “Kokoy” Ro- 
 mualdez, the father of the bank's 
former chair Mariin Romualdez. 

The lae Eugenio Lopez Jr, el- 
destamong the sons of industrial- 
ise Eugenio Н. Lopez Sr. and fa- 
ther of Gabby, was imprisoned by 
the dicatorshi and used as bait 
to gnin concrol of Lopez assets, in- 
cluding Meralco, ABS-CBN, the 
Manila Chronicle, telegraph com- 
pany PTST amd PCiBank;” the 
fols joint statement read. 

"he unir text messages 
andealsto Marin Romualdez and 
his brother Philip, who was at one 
pom: a nominee to ihe banks 
Bond, were not answered. 
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By Alcuin Papa. 


THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
is pushing through with the distribution 
of a controversial teaching module on 
sex education, saying public sehoolchil- 
dren needed to be informed to help 
them make responsible decisions. 

Ви DepEd Assistant Secretary Vilma 
Labrador dared that what the mod: 
че highlighted were issues related to 
adolescent sexuality I was not meant 
ssa manual for the sex act, she said. 

She was also careful not to use the 
term “sex education," 
refering to the lessons 
as “adolescent repro- 
ductive health.” 

The education de- 
partment stopped the 
distribution of the mod- 
tie after the Catholic 
Bishops Conference of 
the Philippines objected 
to some ofits conrenis. 

Labrador sid edu- 
cation officials were 
wiling tos down with 
the CBCP and other 
sectors to discuss the 
objections. 

“We want to listen to 
all sectors and give way 
to diferent comments. 
We will then evaluate 
(these comments) and 
find ways to deliver the 
кообу she said. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


DepEd to use sex ed module after all © 


silty though parents are the first and 
primary teachers. In our schools, we 
‘want our children to be guided (on 
these issues)" Labrador said. 

She explained that teachers were 
primarily concemed with the well-be- 
ing of students who experienced not 
опу physical but also spiritual, psycho- 
logical and emotional changes. She 
said teachers were also involved in the 
formation of values. 

"The modules will help publi school 
students acquire a "good foundation so 
they know how to make decisions,” she. 
sid. 


T they have a good foundation, dalgo said 
they wil know when is the right mo- 

ment. They wil know 

and what is right. We want to teach 
them to value their bodies” Labrador 
sid. 

‘She said the DepEd had been ime- 
gating general discussions of adoles- 
ent reproductive heath into the cur- 
ficum. 

DepEd Offer in Charge Fe Hidalgo 
said it was a maner of "giving the su- 
dents al he information at this point or 
emn 

a the foreword to the module, Hi- 


tion “should be protect them from unwanted pregnan- 


made available to adolescents to help cies sexually transmitted diseases and 
hen to decide them understand their sexuality and the subsequent risk of infertility”. 
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The DepEd will ini- 
tally use the module in 
two pilot schools, the. 
Parañaque National 
High School and the 
‘Taguig National High 
School. The lessons will 
be given to junior and 
senior high school stu- 
dens. 

labrador зай the 
DepEd was in fact dis- 
couraging “free and 
pre-marital sex 

She said lessons in 
adolescent reproduc- 
tive health were need- 
'ed in the public schools 
because "these are the 
realities of lie" 

"Looking after our 
children is our respon- 


Ex-DepEd 
chief, 
others 
charged 
THE DEPARTMENT 


of Education filed yes- 
terday charges of graft, 
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plunder and conspiracy 
against former officials 
of the Fund Assistance 
for Private Education 


Deadline for Registration: Sat July 15,2006 
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(АРЕ) who induded 
former Education Sec 
retary Ricardo Gloria. 
DepEd Assistant 
Secretary Camilo 
Montessa identified the 
other accused as for- 
mer FAPE president 
Adrian Arcelo and his 
wife, Dr Marilou Arce 
lo, former РАРЕ vice 
president Roberto Bor- 
romeo, former trustee 
ose Bakazar, former 
investment directos 
Rosanne Duavit and 
Cipriano Garcia and 
former programs direc- 
tor Corazon Nera. 
ria had served as БАРЕ 
governing board chair 
The charges were 
related to alleged graft 
and plunder commit- 
ted from 1994 to 1998. 
Ап ad hoc commit. 
tee created in 1999 had 
reported that FAPE had 
“seriously overeend: 
ed itself financially” 
The report said this was 
"due to the question- 
able financial dealings, 
pariculariy ihe unau- 
thorized and unlawful 
mee | of money 
amounting 
756630800 w de 
‘Acelo couple, through 
an alleged dummy the 
John B. Lacson Colleges 
Foundation, a school 
based in olo Ciy" 
Montessa sid the 
suit was the first major. 
comiption case fied 
under the recently 
hunched — Sama 
samang Pagkilos Laban 
sa Katiwalian (Барак) 
project of the DepEd 
and the Office of the 
Ombudsman. Aun 
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WORLD TOURISM BEAUTIES 


Miss Belarus Bezborodko Ekaterina (center) is best in bikini in the Miss World Tourism 

contest. Second from left is the Philippines’ representative Gabionza Justine Vinluan. 

| The other contestants are Justiniano Pamela Saucedo of Bolivia, Str 
Serbia and Montenegro, and Eboundit Fatouma Blanda of the Congo. Contestants from 

85 countries are competing for the title tomorrow in Chongqing, China. 


Gordana of 


Nigeria steps up 
efforts to free 2 
abducted Pinoys 


LAGOS—NIGERIAN POLICE STEPPED UP 
efforts Thursday to secure freedom for two 
Filipino oil workers kidnapped two days ago 
by unknown gunmen terrorizing the swamps 
of the oil-rich Niger Delta. 

“We have3 stepped up efforts to sec 
their release. We are still trying to establish 
contact with the kidnappers,” national po 

ice spokesperson Haz lwendi told AFP. 

Iwendi said the latest kidnapping in the 
region, home to the country's lucrative ofl in- 
dustry, came barely two weeks after five 
South Korean oil workers were abducted. 
They were released unharmed two days lat 


Police not losing sleep 

"We are not losing sleep over this dastard- 
ly act. It is the responsibility of the security 
forces го secure their release and guarantee 
the safety of oil workers and their facilities,” 
he assured 

The ойтеп working for Petroleum Geo- 
Services in Por Harcourt were abducted on 
‘Tuesday by several gunmen ina speedboat, 
but no group has claimed responsibility for 
the attack 

A shadowy separatist group, the Move- 
ment for the Emancipation of Niger Delta 
(МЕМО), which has claimed several kidnap- 
pings since January, said it was not involved 
Inthe latest abduction, 

“We have nothing to do with that,” the 
group said in a short e-mail message sent to 
ATP on Wednesday. 


Frequent target 

Foreign ofl workers have Frequently been 
targeted in the Niger Delta, a hotbed of un- 
rest by armed separatists demanding a larg- 
er share in oil revenues and compensation 
for environmental destruction due to ой ex- 
poration 

Since January, 31 foreign oil work 
ers—now including the two Filipinos—have 
been kidnapped inthe region, bur all previ- 
ous hostages had been freed unharmed after 
periods in captivity ranging from several 
days to several weeks. А 

Tn Manila, The Department of Foreign Af 


fairs confirmed yesterday the abduction in. 
Nigeria on June 21 of two Filipino workers 
employed by an oil company. 

“The motive for the abduction is still un- 
known. Information gathered so far stated 
that the Filipinos were carrying out a routine 
check on one of their vessels when they were 
attacked,” said Masaranga Опра, Philippine 
ambassador to Nigeria, in a statement re- 
leased by the DFA. 


Identities withheld 

The Filipinos were being held by ипли 
who stormed a jetty at Aker Base, Rumuolu- 
meni, in the inkwerre Local Government 
Area of Rivers State, Umpa said. 

‘The DFA did not release the identities of 
the Filipinos while negotiations for their re- 
lease were going on, but their families have 
been informed of the abduction. 

Мо information was immediately avail- 
able on who abducted the Filipinos or if 
there was a ransom demand, DFA spokesper- 
son Gilberto Asuque said. 

A consular team from the Philippine Em- 
bassy is now in Port Harcourt in Southern 
Nigeria to monitor the efforts of che Nigerian 
authorities and PGS to secure the release of 
the rwo Filipinos. 

In his report to the DFA, Umpa said there 
һай been several abductions of foreign 
workers in Nigeria this year but all were re- 
leased. 


Released after 18 days 

In February Filipino worker Anthony San- 
tos was abducted by militant youths from 
the Movement for the Emancipation of the 
Niger Delta. He was released after 18 days in 
captivi. 

With 27,000 square miles of swampland 
and mangrove forests, he Niger Delta is the 
Site of Africa's biggest oil reserves, the DFA 
said. 

The department said that as of December 
last year, there were 3,790 Filipinos working 
in Nigeria. 

"Most of them are land-based. A number 
are working in the oil, gas and construction 
industries," Asuque said. AFP; Nikko Dizon 


US resets trial of man 
who made bomb threat 


LAS VEGAS—THE TRIAL HAS BEEN 
postponed for a Nevada man charged with 
bomb threat against the 


E. M. Zita; 73 | 


EMILIANA MANALANG ZITA OF BAM- 
bang, Sta. Cruz, Manila, and widow of 
Eliseo Zita, died yesterday at the age of 
73. 

She is survived by her children Irene 
Zita Manabat and Alvin, a sister and а 
brother and nieces and grandchildren, 

Her remains lie at Funeraria Popular 
оп Rizal Avenue in Sta. Cruz, Interment 
will be on June 25 at 2 p.m. at North 
Green Park near the North Cemetery. 


United States Embassy in the Philippines. 

"The tral of Apolinar Agelio Tiu, 62, was 
rescheduled for Aug. 14 on charges of convey- 
ing false information relating to explosive 
materials and making a false statement in- 
volving terrorism, a clerk for US District 
Judge Roger Hunt said Wednesday. 

ті, of Las Vegas, pleaded not guilty May 
17 to a charge of falsely reporting to a federal 
Homeland Security "TIPS" line in February 
that the al-Quida-linked Abu Sayyaf group 
planned to bomb the American Embassy on 
the island of Mindanao. 

US officials said there was no evidence of a 
bomb plot. The US does not have an embassy 
on Mindanao but maintains consulates and 
satelite offices, 

Tiu's lawyer did not immediately re- 
spond to requests Wednesday for com 
ment, AP 
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Take care of OFWs, Cory urges host countries 


By Juliet Labog-Javellana. bor and accord fair and good 
treatment to migrant workers," 
Aquino said. 

She said it was likewise the du- 
ty of countries sending overseas 
‘workers to ensure that they did 
mot end up in the hands of crime 
syndicates and cruel employers. 

Labor migration was one of the 
issues on the agenda of the CALD- 
ALDE-LI attended by some 100 
parliamentarians and officials 
from 30 countries in Asia, Europe 
and North America and hosted by 
Liberal Party and Senate Pre 
dent Franklin Drilon. 

The phenomenon has two 
faces that both countries of origin. 
and destination must grapple 
with, Aquino said. 

“One side shows economic op- 
portunity and a brighter future 
for their families,” Aquino said. 
"The other side tells the sad and 
gripping stories of harassment 
racial discrimination, xen 


FORMER PRESIDENT CORAZON 
Aquino yesterday called on coun- 
tries that were destinations of 
millions of overseas Filipino 
"workers to protect them from 
abuse and exploitation. 

Tn her keynote speech at the 
‘opening session of the Council of 
Asian Liberals and Democrats, Al 
Hance of Liberals and Democrats 
for Europe, and Liberal Interna- 
tional held at the Philippine In- 
ternational Convention Center, 
Aquino said labor migration 
could be a force for convergence 
and stability. 

“As countries seek closer eco- 
nomic integration, and as bilat- 
eral and regional agreements 
are being forged, migration bar- 
riers are also falling down fast. 
Itis in the economic interest of 
destination countries if they 
‘open their doors to migrant la- 


DFA: Istanbul Pinoys’ 
new gateway to Europe 


ISTANBUL HAS THIS YEAR BE- 
comea transit point for illegal Fil- 
ipino workers promised jobs in 
Europe, and the Philippine Em- 
bassy in Ankara, Turkey, has met 
with the International Organiza- 
tion for Migration (IOM) in an ef- 
fort to address the problem of il- 
legal recruitment of Filipinos to 
European destinations. 

Forty-seven Filipinos have 
been repatriated to the Philip- 
pines between January and May 
alone after they were discov- 
егей attempting to enter Europe 
through Istanbul, Ambassador 
Bahnarim Guinomla said in a 
statement released by the De- 
partment of Foreign Affairs yes- 
terday. 

‘The figure wasa big leap from 
the previous 10 cases handled 
by the embassy which involved 
the entry into Europe through 
Istanbul of Filipinos, overstay- 


ing and the illegal entry into 
Turkey from neighboring coun- 
tries. 

Guinomla said the Filipino 
workers informed the embassy 
that they each paid P300,000 to 
their recruiters in Manila. They 
were asked to make an additi 
al payment of more than $3,000 
upon arriving in Istanbul. 

Guinomla and other embassy 
officials met last week with the 
ТОМ to seek help in addressing 
the problem of illegal recruit- 
ment of Filipinos for employ- 
‘ment in various European coun- 
tries. 

IOM chief of mission in 
Ankara Marielle Sander-Lin- 
strom said the organization "has 
been urging Turkish authorities 
to adopt coherent and compre- 
hensive policies on issues relat- 
ed to migration," the DFA said. 

Nikko Dizon 
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bia, cruelty and even death inthe port that said that of the $240 bil- 
hands of foreign employers.” lion migrant workers sent home 
While overseas workers are to their families in 2005, $167 
deemed modern-day heroes for billion went to developing coun- 
their dollar remittances that keep tries. The amount, she said, was 
their countries’ economies afloat, bigger than all combined interna- 
Aquino said countries of origin tional aid that could be given to 
like the Philippines have to bear these countries. 
the “grim economic and social She said countries of origin al- 
Consequences" of labor migra- sosuffera brain drain, apart from 
the social cost of broken families, 
due to long years of separation of 


workers from their families. 

Y instance, in the Philip- 
pines, we pride ourselves in being 
а world supplier of medical and 
heath care professionals. How- 
ever, years down the road, this 


off rom the LP to protest the par- 
туз withdrawal of support from 
President Macapagal-Arroyo. in 
July last year, and set up his own 
wing 

"This is the true LB" Drilon said 
when asked about Atienza's ab- 
sence, 

Senate Majority Leader Francs 
Pangilinan said Atienza and his 
supporters were deemed ге 
signed from LP 


The LP hosted the three-day 
meeting, without its former chair 
Mayor Lito Atienza of Manila. 
a United Nations re- Atienza and his supporters broke 
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Discord 


Y ALL ACCOUNTS, ABOUT A WEEK PASSED 
B between the resignation of Lt. Col. Orlando de Leon 
as chief of staff of the Philippine Marines and the re- 
lease to the public of his letter of resignation. This іѕ зі 
nificant, because it shows that even if he wanted to cause 
a maximum amount of trouble, he still wanted to give the 
impression that he tried to do things in a gentlemanly 
fashion: first submit his resignation, and then, after a de- 
cent interval, let the public know his 
EDITORIAL reasons for quitting. 

The Armed Forces of the Philippines 
has responded to the release of De Leon's letter by saying 
it wished he hadn't done that. Col. Tristan Kison, chief of 
the military's public information office, said it would 
have been better if De Leon had just aired his grievances 
before his superior officers instead of sharing them with 
the opposition and the media. 

Kison has a point. It is not as if De Leon had left the ser- 
vice to speak up asa private citizen. He remains an officer 
on active duty, even if his status is “floating.” 

Predictably, allies of the administration in Congress 
have rushed to denounce De Leon’s statement that “un- 
bearable political pressure” led him to resign his position. 
тез all ugly politics, professional politicians intoned, per- 
haps unaware of the irony of the statement. 

Malacafiang officials were more subtle, with Executive 
Secretary Eduardo Ermita claiming that De Leon was on 
the verge of being dismissed, if he hadn’t already been 
dismissed, and tried to muddle the issue by claiming he 
had resigned. (For once, Ermita may be right. But so soon 
after the summary dismissal of Philippine Ambassador to 
the United States Albert F del Rosario, the Palace isn’tina 
very good position to plead the merits of following proce- 
dure.) Ermita said the public disclosure of De Leon's res- 
ignation was much ado over nothing, even as he made 
light of the circumstances surrounding the resignation. 
“The whys and wherefores of his resignation as he claims 
itor his relief are not important,” Ermita said. “Itwas sup- 
posed to be part of the normal rotation in the corps, and it 
was made an issue because of recent events in Fort Boni- 
facio.” 

Even as his subordinates threatened to throw the book 
at De Leon, AFF Chief of Staff Gen. Generoso Senga was 
less confrontational. “That allegation that the Marine 
Corps is politicized is the opinion of just one officer,” Sen- 
ga said, “We should take it at that. It is the policy of the 
entire AFP that we should be apolitical and we are doing 
our best to follow that policy.” 

Indeed, De Leon's complaint about politics can’t ob- 
scure his highly political decision to leak his letter to 
members of the opposition, and his not protesting the cir- 
culation of the letter in an impeachment forum. But now 
that its contents have been made public, his grievances 
will hound the Armed Forces. 

De Leon's main complaint is that what matters most 
in the AFP is no longer loyalty to institutions or to the 
Constitution and to the Republic but to a cabal of offi- 
cers rightly or wrongly perceived to be more interested 
in protecting President Macapagal-Arroyo than any- 
thing else. Regardless of the official rhetoric, this suspi- 
cion won't go away, precisely because the instinctive re- 
action of the AFP is to sweep any criticism under the 
rug. 

Discord within the military organization obviously is 
real. De Leon, for example, is widely viewed to be in sym- 
pathy with the likes of his- former superior, Col. Ariel 
Querubin, who provoked the standoff at Marine HQ last 
February. The AFP has still to file charges against Queru- 
bin and those who supported him, some of whom are still 
in the active service. Even as the military top brass are 
dropping hints that there may be more to De Leon's resi 
nation than meets the eye, and even as they consider 
throwing the book at him while insisting that his is an iso- 
lated case, there remains all those pending cases—or, to 
be more precise, non-cases. 

Compared to civilian justice, military discipline is 
harsh. And yet, in cases crying out for discipline, the 
military cannot, or will not, move. Should the top brass 
feign puzzlement when some officers cry foul in pub- 
lic? Р 
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THERE WAS А REPORT IN OUR NEWSPAPERS 
several days ago saying students аге not safe in. 
our streets. This is true not only because of 
muggers and pickpockets and our dark streets, 
but also because of undisciplined drivers. Still 
the most frequent cause of accidents for stu- 
dents is the lack of sidewalks. No, there are no 
sidewalks on some streets. 

"To know what I mean, go to Tandang Sora 
Street near the cornér of Commonwealth Av- 
enue in Quezon City, going to Novaliches. 
There are no sidewalks there. The storefronts 
and concrete fences of private lots are at the 
edge, literally of the street. There is no space 
fora sidewalk. 

Every day thousands of elementary and high 
school students walk to and from the New Era. 
Elementary School and the Culiat High School, 
"undi well after dark, to take rides at the comer 
of Commonwealth. Because there are no side- 
walks, they have to walk on the street, where. 
they risk being sideswiped by speeding vehicles. 

То make matters worse, jeepneys and tricy 
les park on Tandang Sora near the Common- 
‘wealth corner, in spite of numerous “Мо Park- 
ing" signs, to wait for passengers. Jeepney and 
tricycle drivers have made this corner their ter- 
minal, even though this is a very busy, traffic- 
choked zone. As a result, pedestrians have to 
‘walk around the parked vehicles at the risk of 
being run over by passing vehicles. 

"The infuriating thing is that there is a Police 
Community Precinct under the flyover at the 
corner. The policemen assigned there can see 
all the violations being committed and the re- 
sulting chaos, but they don't do anything. City 
Hall also sends traffic enforcers there and the 
Metro Manila Development Authority (ММ: 
DA) fields traffic sides during rush hours, but 
they all disappear during merienda time. So 
during the morning and afternoon rush hours, 
there are three sets of enforcers there, wearing 
different uniforms. Often, groups of motorcy- 
Че cops can be seen chatting in the shade of 
the flyover, and almost always, there are patrol 
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cars parked under the flyover. 

But even when they are all there, there is no 
order in the vehicular and pedestrian traffic. 
There are huge signs saying "Strictly No Load- 
ing/Unloading,” but jeepneys and buses still 
stop in the middle of the street to pick up and 
disgorge passengers. There are two waiting 
sheds at the foot of the flyover, one on each 
side of Commonwealth, but hardly anyone us- 
езет because the vehicles stop in the middle 
‘of the street, away from the waiting sheds. So 
the pedestrians wait in the middle of the street 
instead. 

‘Even when there are traffic enforcers, they 
don’t direct the pedestrians and vehicles to the 
waiting sheds. They stand in the middle of the. 
Street along with them, waving at vehicles 
which stop for the passengers only a few feet 
from them, in the middle of the street. Drivers 
Just ignore the “Strictly No Loading/Unlo 
SB" (for Sonny Belmonte) signs. 

Pedestrians have to risk life and limb to 
cross Commonwealth. There are painted 
pedestrian lanes, but drivers act as though 
these were invisible. They don't slow down 
even when they see pedestrians crossing. The 
pedestrians have to dodge the vehicles when 
they cross the street. Coming from the direc- 
tion of the Quezon Memorial Circle, Common- 
wealth dips in this area. Buses and jeepneys 
race each other to be the first to pick up pas- 
sengers. 

‘You'd think that one or two of the enforcers 
‘would bother to stop the vehicles to allow the 
pedestrians to cross, but they don't. They just. 
Stand beside the "No Loading/Unloading” 
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signs, along with barkers calling for passengers 
for the jeepneys that stop beside them, com- 
pletely blocking the pedestrian lane. 

Do the enforcers arrest the drivers? No, sir 
they just behave as though they don't see any- 
thing, watching idly as the drivers hand coins 
to the barkers. 

But here is the strangest part: The MMDA 
started to build a pedestrian overpass in the 
area during the 2004 election campaign. A big. 
billboard was put up, with the smiling face of 
President Macapagal-Arroyo, proclaiming that 
this was her project. After the elections, con- 
struction was stopped. The overpass is now 
two-thirds finished, with only the overpass 
over the east-bound lane and the stairs miss- 
ing. It has been years since construction was 
stopped. Completing it would make crossing 
Commonwealth less dangerous, and perhaps 
make traffic more orderly but nobody seems to 
care. I asked MMDA Chair Bayani Fernando 
why the overpass is not finished and he said 
they ran out of funds. 

"This leads to another strange thing: 1 pass 
through this portion of Commonwealth and 
Tendang Sora every day, and 1 haven't been 
able to spot anything wrong with them. But ev- 
ery few months or so, a contractor digs up the 
pavements and cements them again. Why? 

Somebody told me it is because there are 
still funds for these streets and when the fiscal 
year is about to end, they have to be spent or 
they would revert back to the General Fund. So 
the Department of Public Works and Highways 
gives repair jobs to friendly contractors so the 
funds would not be forfeited. 

But if there are extra funds, why not use 
them to put sidewalks on Tandang Sora or to 
finish the footbridge? 

Finally, what is a Police Community Precinct 
for but to enforce law and order on a given site 
at all hours? The precinct under the flyover 
does not do that. It only shows that you can vi- 
late the law in plain view of policemen and 
nothing will happen to you. 


Int'l law constraints in GMA's war 


TT HAS BEEN SAID THAT "WAR IS THE VAN- 
ishing point of law,” and that before the power 
of arms, the laws are silent. But, mercifully for 
all of us, the civilized world has evolved basic 
ground rules. It disavows the "just war" theory, 
by which we purported to adjudge the causes 
of war, as in the old days when crusaders held 
aloft the banner of one god as against the infi- 
deis. 

Having forsaken the thorny “whys” of wag- 
ing war, it shifts rather to the conduct of hostil- 
ities. The means of fighting, the “how,” is “not 
unlimited,” to use the lawyers double nega- 
tive, and there are legal constraints to war. 
‘This body of law is known as international hu- 
manitarian law (IHL), and it is administered 
worldwide by a neutral organization that, over 
the past century, has earned the world's re- 
‘spect, the International Committee of the Red 
Cross (ICRC). 

The Armed Forces of the Philippines and the 
New People’s Army, for their own sakes, ought 
to know that it is actually in their best interest 
to respect the “Law of Armed Conflict.” 

‘After GMA declared her “all-out war" to dec- 
imate the Left, Justice Secretary Raul Gonzalez 
blithely acknowledged that in the course of the 
campaign, "You can't avoid collateral damage 

‘Sometimes there are bombings and civilians 
might get hurt.” That statement is most worri- 
‘some, coming as it does from the highest levels 
of government. While it can purport to be a 
mere statement of fact, nay, of being resigned 
to the sad realities of fighting the NPAs *pro- 
tracted war” in the countrysides, it betrays a 
certain indifference to the human costs of 
politico-military decisions. 

Fundamental to ІНІ. is the principle of “dis- 
tinction.” АЙ parties to a conflict must at all 
times distinguish between civilians and combat- 
ants. Attacks may not be directed against civil- 
ians and, in the words of a famous international. 
Jaw case, "the only legitimate object [in war] is 
to weaken the military forces of the enemy" 

1 can imagine the justice secretary saying 
that these nice legal distinctions are difficult to 
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apply in the field. After all, Chairman Mao 
himself called war "this monster of mutual 
slaughter among men,” and thus his famous 
dictum: "A revolution is not a dinner рапу It 
cannot be so refined and neat. But while the 
Philippine Left may have oohed and aahed 
when those words were uttered by Mao him- 
self, I shudder to think how they would react 
now that parallel arguments come from the 
mouth of the justice secretary. Imagine him 
saying: “Counter-insurgency isnot soiree ora 
romantic rendezvous.” 

CI once gave an IHL lecture in an ICRC forum 
held in Xan, China, and hey it was held at the 
politcal academy of the Peoples’ Liberation 
‘Army, | suppose, ground zero of political cor- 
recess during their heady days of revolution- 
ary zeal. My Chinese academic colleagues were 
surprised when 1 quoted Mao. Some must have 
felt that 1 was 25 years too late. Others, I am, 
sure, wondered how this barbarian learned of 
‘Mao's writings out here їп the boondocks so far 
away from the Middle Kingdom. Oh, if 1 could 
only describe to them what it was to study Polit- 
ical Science in UP Diliman in the mid-1970s.) 

Indeed, that is why IHL is superior to tra 
tional “international human rights” rules in en- 
suring human dignity during armed conflict. 
Human rights are obligations owed by states to- 
people. The New People's Army is not a state, 
and only the Philippine government is bound. 
(an "asymmetrical" obligation, in lawyer tali. 
Contrast this to IHL, which creates obligations 
owed by armed groups to one another, in our 
case, between the Philippine state and a “non- 
state party" like the CPP-NPA. 

Both sides must scrupulously respect the 


principle of “distinction.” Gonzalez may say 
that yeah, civilians might die during bomb- 
ings, but he must remember that some objects 
are prima facie civilian: towns, villages, resi 
dential areas, schools, hospitals, indeed, even. 
cultural and historica property and even the 
natural environment (recall Saddam Hussein's 
men burning oil wells as they retreated during 
Operation Desert Storm). 

"The government may blame the МРАЗ "peo- 
ples war" strategy. Guerrilla warfare relies pre- 
cisely upon the mobilization of entire villages 
‘and on the blurring of the distinction between 
combatants and non-combatants. But IHL pro- 
tection remains "unless and [only] for such ime 
as they take a direct рап in hostilities,” and the 
government merely falls into a trap when it 
‘deems sympathizers as combatants. 

‘Conversely, it behooves the Left as well to 
demonstrate good faith in honoring their ІНІ, 
obligations. It doesn't help their cause for Joma 
Sison to justify the killings of breakaway Left 
leaders as part of revolutionary justice. But how 
different is it to classify Romy Kintanar, appar- 
ently “resigned” NPA commander, as fair game 
for armed attack (he was killed while eating in а 
Japanese restaurant at the Quezon Circle) from 
"Gonzalezs warrantless arrests of leftists under. 
the “continuing crime" logic that “once a rebel, 
always a rebel"? The government may say the 
real difference is that one was shot in cold 
blood, while the governments victims were 
merely arrested, But given the disappearances 
and killings of the legal Left оп an almost daily 
basis, Iam no longer sure if there is any real dif- 
ference in the fate of the victims. 

Both sides must realize that what they are 
fighting is a battle for the hearts and minds of 
the Filipino nation. It cannot be won by either 
side dissipating their claims to legitimacy. 
GMA aims to win brownie points by leading а 
McCarthyist witch hunt. The Left can succeed 
only by showing us who in the end is the real 
witch. 

Comments to passionforreason@gmail.com 
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PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL-ARROYO THIS WEEK 
launched the offensive by a reinforced Army task 
force in Luzon against the New People's Army ina 
send-off ceremony for the troops at Camp 

do, She ordered further deployments in 
areas where the rebels have been collecting “rev- 
olutionary taxes” from businessmen, 

Her appearance at Camp Aguinaldo was rife 
with symbolism. First, as commander in chief of 
the Armed Forces, she was signaling that she was 
in charge of the campaign to crush the communist 
insurgency during her term. Second, she made a 
play for the support of the strategic business com- 
munity from which, according to military sources, 
the rebels have been extracting an estimated P120 
million annually in revolutionary taxes." 

The President said she had received com- 
plaints from businessmen in areas identified аз 
“critical areas"—in Central Luzon, Southern Lu- 
zon and the Bicol Region—who had to pay the ex- 
action for fear of attacks or retaliation. 

о, what is her answer to these extortions? “In 
areas where there are many reports of the rebels 
charging revolutionary tax,” she told the troops, 
“we will deploy battalions and companies.” In 
shor, she will saturate these areas with troops, in. 
the hope their presence in big numbers would de- 
ter the rebels from carrying out their nefarious 
activities. She ordered the deployment of more 
troops as she spoke to 750 soldiers, part of the. 
1,500 who had been shifted from Mindanao to re- 
inforce the troops in Luzon and carry the brunt of 
her “all-out war" against the communists, 

‘According to military intelligence, the NPA has 
7,400 armed men. The NPA claims it has estab- 
lished 120 guerrilla zones covering 800 munici- 
palities in 70 provinces, although the military 
tends to believe that most of the rebels are con- 
centrated in the critical areas it has identified 
‘The question is, even with the reinforcement of 
the Luzon army with the troops from Mindanao, 
will they not be spread out too thinly over a wide 
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area as to be ineffective? The conventional ratio 
in counter-insurgency campaigns is 10 soldiers to 
one guerrilla. The soldiers will be spreading the 
dragnet of “search and destroy" over a wide area 
n which the guerrillas have no fixed bases or 
‘camps—in a war without fronts. 

"From this perspective and the recorded experi- 
ence in counter-insurgency war, the Arroyo 
regime's all-out war has the makings of a cam- 
paign sliding into a bottomless pit into which 
troops and money will be sucked. The President. 
has committed P1 billion for the purchase of at- 
tack helicopters, armored vehicles and hardware 
for at least two years, the time frame of the cam- 
paign. At the same time, she earmarked P75 bil- 
Коп for socio-economic programs for the rest of 
herterm. 

"When the President declared the war in Is- 
abela, it was from the platform of forming five 
mega-regions for socio-economic development. 
In her meeting with the Cabinet and regional 
leaders of North Luzon, Press Secretary Ignacio 
Bunye said, the President had committed to give 
the region P25 billion a year or P75 billion over. 
three years. The meeting in Isabela did not sound 
like a war council at all, until the President, con- 
verted it into a military adventure with the an- 
mouncement that she was unleashing the dogs of 
war to crush the insurgency. 

“The immediate effect of the declaration was 
that it created instantly three war zones—framed 
by the “critical” insurgency areas of Central Lu- 
zon, Southem Luzon and the Bicol Re- 


gion—rather than regions dedicated to growth 
and development. Pronouncements of the mil 
tary authorities following the Presidents declara- 
tion have revealed plans to blanket the critical ar- 
саз with troops in “search and destroy” opera- 
tions modeled after the hamletting strategy used 
to fight the Vietcong in Vietnam, a strategy adopt- 
ed at the some stages of the ant-insurgency cam? 
paign of previous governments. This strategy 
failed, but it produced human rights abuses and 
atrocities in Vietnam as well ав їп the Philippines. 
We can therefore expect that as the troops of Maj. 
Gen. Jovito Palparan of the 7th Army Division 
spread out in Luzon in search and destroy opera- 
tions not only to engage the rebels but also to pro- 
vide security to businessmen against exaction of 
“revolutionary taxes,” the level of fighting will 
rise and so will the number of casualties. 

But it is not certain that the guerrillas will be. 
baited into open combat by this new military of- 
fensive. They will refuse to engage government 
troops in battle and will hit and run, and it is this 
situation that will be very dangerous for the civil- 
fans and non-combatants caught in ће cross fie. 
In the melee, as experience has shown, it will be 
hard for the army to determine the guerrillas 
from unarmed peasants fleeing punitive opera- 
tions while rebels melt into the woods and moun- 
tain tracks. 

‘This renewed war to end an insurgency that 
has defied all government campaigns during the 
past 50 years has as much prospects of success as 
those of its predecessors because itis using the 
failed tools and strategies of the past. 

While the outcome of this campaign із uncer- 
tain, one thing can be expected: the army will be 
reporting as the campaign progresses a rising 
body count of "enemy" casualties. And as sure as 
dawn follows sunset, most of the casualties will 
be "collateral damage" but the government will 
justify this by saying that loss of lives is "unavoid- 
able” in the war against insurgents. 


A gamble and a responsibility 


BY THE END OF THIS MONTH, MARIA RESSA, 
formerly of CNN, will ave been head of News 
and Public Affairs of ABS-CBN for a year. And 
Shortly after this milestone, the network will 
launch a daring venture and Maria’s biggest gam- 
ble yet: the late-evening newscast “Bandila.” 

While they promise all sors of groundbreaking 
innovations with "Bandila," Ressa and her two as- 
sociates, Luchie Cruz Valdes and' Charrie Villa, 
fave really pulled off their biggest scoop by con- 
vincing management to make a brave program- 
ming decision: to air "Bandila" at 10:30 pam., 
starting July3. 

"Actually in less competitive imes, "Iate evening” 

newscasts aired at 10 p.m. or thereabouts, after the 
"prime dme" entertainment fare. But because ad 
vertisers were more interested in supporting the 
higher ating sitcoms, dramas and telenovelas, and 
because networks began overloading heir sched 
Чез with advertising, prime time” began to eat in- 
to time slots normally allotted to news and public 
affairs, such hat late-evening news shows now air 
at 12 midnight, with pubic affairs shows making do 
withinsomniacs par goers, call centr employees 
and students puling al-nighters, the only ones 
probably sll awake at a. 
WHILE such a situation may have made busi- 
ness sense didnt make for very god TY or 
зо says ABS-CBN chair Gabby Lopez. Surveys 
and focus group discussions revealed that au- 
diences were unhappy about the "news for in- 
Somniacs" format, aid Lopez. So the decision 
to schedule a late-evening news show at 10:30 
pom. even ifit means competing with a sitcom 
Gr drama on the "other channel,” was made. 
‘Three days a week, “Bandila” will also be fol- 
lowed by a public affairs show, which should 
test the ratings power of this genre. 

"We hope the public shows its support for 
‘our decision,” Lopez said, mainly by tuning in 
and producing the ratings which wil, in turn, 
win more advertiser support. Although I sup- 
pose nothing's stopping advertisers from 
putting their money where their mouth is by 
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sponsoring “Bandila” regardless of the ratings. 

"One day" Lopez joked when asked how 
long he would wait before deciding if ABS-CBN 
"won the battle." Ressa herself warns that “if 
we're wrong" and "Bandila" turns out to be a 
‘dud, “we would have to wait for at least anoth- 
er decade before we get news at a time when 
‘we're still awake." 
ITis by no means a “happy” book, in the sense that 
most books about prominent personages celebrate 
their accomplishments and highlight their happiest 
moments. But even if "Remember, 1 Love You АЙ 
‘Very Dearly” the book sub-itled Jaime L. Cardinal 
Sin: The Final Journey.” is chock full of photos from. 
the cardina’s wake and funeral last year, it is, at 
heart, a “feel good" volume. For the book is also à 
summation of a life lived fully, lived in Full accord 
‘with a mission and а calling, and which, in the final 
reckoning, managed to change the ide of history. 

"The launching of the book at the Edsa Shrine 
‘Tuesday evening was part of a Triduum, or three- 
day liturgical observance, of the first death an- 
niversary of Cardinal Sin, which fell last Wednes- 
day And though so much had already been written. 
about the cardinal in his lifetime, the essays in the 
‘book—memoirs by his friends, associates and fam- 
‘ly, homilies delivered during the Masses at his 
‘wake and funeral, and articles published in news- 
papers on the occasion of his passing—still man- 
эге to tell us something new, to fill in the gaps, 
‘complete the story of the cardinal and flesh out the 
man behind the spiritual/political personage. 

But most of all, the book is a story told in pic- 
tures. Noli Vamsuan, who was the cardinals person- 


al “cose in” photographer for over 30 years, capped 
iis intense coverage of the cardinals activities with 
one last assignment, a detailed and devoted docu- 
‘mentation of everything that went on during the 
‘weeklong wake at the Manila Cathedral, and the 
Funeral and burial. Cardinal Sin was at center stage, 
but Nols photos аге ай about the people who came 
to bid him farewell, people including senior state 
and church oficials, prominent businesspeople, Pa- 
pal Knights and Dames, bishops, priests, nuns and 
ordinary folk" from uniformed students to youth 
in rubber fi ops, old folks wheeled in by family 
members, and elderly caretakers ofthe Sin house 
hold in Aidan. It is a moving testament to the role 
the cardinal played in the lives of the Filipino peo- 
Pie, атекатеп made all the mare power by the 
Simplicity of presentation, picture after picture testi- 
fying to the spontaneity of the emotions his death 
sees = 

BUT Iam also happy that included in the book 
are photos of the cardinal while he was still 
alive, mingling among parishioners in his 
many visits to perishes, paying a visit to vari- 
‘ous social development projects, and, with his 
confreres and priests, fulfilling his role as 
shepherd and prophet. 

I anything, the book is a reminder of the man 
who first won our affection when he was ap- 
Pointed archbishop of Manila and began win- 
hing us over with his simplicity, charm and, most 
of all, his humor, most often directed at himself. 
From genial pastor, the cardinal would soon be- 
‘come a major thorn on the side of the Marcoses, 
iris true, but I suspect most of the people who 
flocked to the Manila Cathedral last year were 
drawn by the smiling visage rather than the 
Stern denunciations. But this was the cardinal 
foryou—a man of contradictions and contrast. 

“Remember, 1 Love You All Very Dearly” 
(hich is how the cardinal closed most of his 
speeches and homilies) is published by the 
Serviam Foundation and selis for P500 each. 
Proceeds from the sale of the book will go to 
the many projects of the foundation. 


Ads in the 19th century 


OBSERVING THE VIEWING HABITS OF MY 
nephew and nieces, | noticed that when a pro- 
gram is on they watch for a while and then, when 
their short attengion span is gone, they play with 
their toys. When the commercials come on, they 
drop what they are doing and seem glued to the 
screen, When the program returns, they go back 
to their toys. 

Tn contrast, adults are drawn to the program 
rather than the commercials, and they take the 
‘commercial break to goto the bathroom or make 
calls 

‘The target audience of commercials are people 
who have the money to buy the products adver- 
tised, but they aren't drawn to the ads as much as 
children. At home, ignore TV ads, but when Рт 
abroad, even in countries whose language 1 do 
not understand, 1 find the TV commercials engag- 
ing. 1 sometimes surf all the cable channels in 
search of foreign TV ads end end up disappoint- 

My job often takes me to libraries where I con- 
sult old newspapers. look at these and remem- 
ber my grandmother in Pampanga supervising. 
the maids as they spent the whole afternoon turm- 
ing old newspapers into supot for sale in the local 
market, 

"Today, we all use plastic and if my lola were 
alive, I wonder what she would have done with 
her old newspapers, Old newspapers are recycled 
ог thrown away, or used in household cleaning 
chores, Nobody wants stale news, except histori- 
‘ans who use yesterday's news and turn И into his- 
tory today. 

Newspapers take up a lot of space and gener- 
ate a lot of dust, so most libraries have these 
transferred to microfilm or io а digital format for 
easier access and better storage. 

While T enjoy using а microfilm reader, there is 
still the thrill of handling something old. For this, 
1 go to the Lopez Memorial Museum on the 
ground floor of he Benpres building because the 
basement is bursting with old periodicals. For 
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some strange reason, old newspaper storage 
Tooms are referred to as a "morgue," which seems 
quite apt in this case because it is reputedly 
haunted. 

Ifyou want to use whole newspapers or maga- 
zines, you can do that. But if you are in a hurry, 
you can go through shelves of newspaper clip- 
pings arranged by subject, with the help of the 
‘wonderful librarians, Mercy and Elvie, who know 
the place like the back oftheir wrinkled hands. 

1 go there for pre-martial law material. The 
photo file is excellent. But since my area of inter- 
езг is the late 19th century, 1 ask to see what they 
have from this period. One time, 1 went through 
copies of La ilustracion del Oriente dating way 
back to 1877. 

"What material from this era could possibly be 
interesting to readers in 2006? The advertise- 
ments. There was a Botica de Р.Р Sarorious 
(whose name reminded me of Dr. Waterous ofthe 
famous Waterous Hospital in San Juan). The boti- 
ca was advertising the celebrated men's hair tonic. 
called "tinte seguro de Dr. Barry" or its other form. 
"tinte negro de Dr. Barry" For the ladies, it was 
"Crema de perlas de Dr. Barry" a special facial 
cream made of pearls that improved the complex-. 
fon and made matrons of 45 years instantly look 
like a maiden of 20. (This reminded me of my fa- 
thers remark that when a woman turns 40, the 
husband changes her for two 20s.) The woman's 
hair tonic was called “el tricofero de Barry" and it 
kept hair from falling and maintained its luster. 
De Barry also made a toothpaste called “La 
‘marfilina de Barry" that made teeth shine like 


ivory: It contained no acids and was said to be of 
am agreeable taste or flavor. (We have a wide as- 
sortment of similar products today, so then as 
now we are interested in health and beauty prod- 
weis) 

The newspaper told us that Botica de San 

Gabriel sold a potent vino tonico, made from con- 
centrated essence of sarsaparilla, that purified 
and regenerated the blood. Men's shoes were 
available from M. Secker y Compania on Escolta. 
‘They were imported from Europe and arrived on 
board the steamship Salvadora, the same ship 
Rizal and many others took at the end of the last 
century. 
If you wanted duck meat (carne de aves acuati- 
as), you went то Pateros. If that was too far away 
from where you lived, you just took a boat on the 
Pasig berween Santa Ana and Taguig and you 
would find the same ducks and duck eggs though 
not as much as you would find in Pateros, hence 
its name which was derived from patos (ducks) 

If you wanted turkey, you went to Malate, San 
Pedro Makati or San Nicolas near the Pasig. But 
the best rurkeys were found in Pandacan, where 
peanuts were also grown as in Parafiaque. 

You would find bordadoras in Tondo, sastres in 
Sampaloc, cajistas in Mancajistas, Mandaluyong; 
lavanderas and ollas in San Pedro Makati, 
tapaderas, escultores and plateros in Sta. Cruz and 
costureras in Paco. 

Reading through these 19th-century ads made 
me wonder whether some Manila street names 
‘were also a form of advertisement: Jaboneros 
(Soap makers), Prensa (press), Soda (fizzy wa 
ter), Fundador (foundry workers), Fumadores 
(smokers of tobacco and opium), Ylangylang 
(that marked the place where the fragrant flower 
was processed) or Platerias (silversmiths). One 
has to be sensitive to words and place names, for 
these often convey some sort of history, some sto- 
ry that we are often too busy to notice. 


Comments are welcome at aocampo@ateneo.edu 
k ` 


..1/X 


TOMORROW, PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL-ARROYO WILL 
signa bill that abolishes the death penalty in the Philippines. 
The timing is so clearly political, scheduled on the eve of her 
departure for Italy where she will meet the Pope and pre- 
sumably receive his praise for her courageous act. 

Т have campaigned for the abolition of the death penalty 
through my column but have litle reason to feel jubilant. 
Three events this 
week serve to re 
mind us that, in spite 
of the abolition of 
the death penalty, 
life continues to be 
trivialized and де 
valued in our coun- 


Michael L. Tan% 

1 start with the continuing pogrom directed against the 
Left in the Philippines. There 8 а clear pattern here that 
stongly suggests that the executions are nationally coordi- 
hated. The targets are almost all members of the Bagong 
Alyansang Makabayan (Bayan). The executions are carried 
out by hooded men on motorcycles, wielding handguns. 

Lex Monday, gunmen executed George and Maze Vigo 
in Kidapawan, North Cotabato, Both were broadcast jour- 
пайыз. George Vigo was also а contributor to the Union of 
Catholic Asian News and project officer of Community 
snd Pamily Services Incorporated. Mazel was active in 
Bayan, and worked as a liaison officer for North Cotabato 
Rep. Lala Telinio-Santos. George and Mazel left behind 
five children. 

‘On Tuesday, hooded assassins struck again, shooting dead 
Eladio Dasan, a human rights worker in Negros Oriental, 
and bringing to 232 the number of militants executed in the 
ces during the Arroyo presidency. This includes 44 mass 
media practitioners, making the Philippines the world's most 
unsafe country for journalists. 

The government has denied any complicity in these 

ags, but expressed almost no concer over the deaths. 
National Security Adviser Norberto Gonzales claims that the 
killings are pac of an internal purge in the Left, but presens 
то evidence for this. Even worse, the government has 
Iaunched a new counter insurgency military campaign with 
Justice Secretary Raul Gonzalez already proclaiming that 
here wil be “collateral damage,” a US-coined term to refer 
to innocent civilians caught in the crossfire. 
Religious death squads 

This week, too, the Department of Education an- 
nounced it was withdrawing reproductive health materi- 
ais from high schools, following pressure from so-called 
“pro-life” groups that had threatened to file charges 
against the acting education secretary with the Office of 
the Ombudsman. 

Depriving young Filipinos of vital education on reproduc- 
tive health, which includes family planning, prevention of 
Sexually transmitted diseases and mos importantly, life 
Skis о they сап be more discerning in their relationships, 
including choosing abstinence when necessary is in a way а 
death sentence 

Without this vital education on reproductive health, ex- 
pect to see more young pregnancies. Is it surprising that by 
the age of20, neatly one of every four of our females havea 
ready started bearing children? The figure would be higher if 
many hadn't opted for abortions (one out of every six preg- 
mances in the country is terminated). Yes, tha includes 
тагу older women, many of whom, even after several chil- 
dren, stil have litle knowledge about family planning, and 
Continue ro be deprived of access to family planning services. 
Те situation is bound to worsen, as the religious death 
Squads become more emboldened by their success ar bully- 
ing government officials and politicians to keep away from. 
reproductive health. 

With an estimated 480,000 abortions in a year, thats 
more than a thousand women having unsafe, illegal abor- 
tions each day, many using herbals and Cytotec pills ob- 
tained in the shadows of Quiapo's Catholic church. They 
эй апетар the abortion at home, religiously following in- 
Srrucion rom vendors about avoiding cold drinks and cof- 
fee, ying stillin bed... and praying the abortion will beun- 
eventful, Alas, each day, more than 200 women will still 
fave abortion complications so serious that they have to be 
admited to hospitals. Many will be tumed away from 
Catholic hospitals, which have policies of not admitting 
abordon cases. Others will be taken in, but hectored about 
their immoral 

Many of those who choose to continue with their pregnan- 
cy sometimes after а failed abortion, live hand to mouth, 
their children dying early from disease and malnutrition 
‘The survivors wil drop out earlier from schoo, а lucky few 
Finding low-paying casual jobs while the others roam the 
sue. 

Life offers few choices, whether one says in school or not, 
with govemments social services unable to cope with the 
large population. So should we be surprised when the young 
seck solace and security in a boyfriend or girlfriend promis 
ing eternal love. until a pregnancy occurs and begins a 
new cycle of despondency? 

Electric cells 

Back in 1986, when we first abolished the death penalty 
(only to restore it a few years later), lightning struck Death 
Row and burned down the electric сай. The more religious 
Sawit asa sign of approval from heaven. 

"This time around, as ме once again prepare to abolish the 
death pena five inmates in Cebu's city jail have been elec 
trocuted to death. This happened on Tuesday, not through an 
есе chair but a live бесис wire in their cell that had 
Somehow been activated during the night, coming n contact 
ihe cell's iron bars and sending deadly electrical voltage 
thar kiled the five inmates in their sleep. 

freak accident? А sign from heaven favoring more exe- 
curions? Oh, but that would be a merciless God, These in- 
ates had not even been ried. Four had just been brought in 
the day before, facing charges ranging from attempted homi- 
tide to theft and drugs. 

The ghastly deaths remind us that in our country incarcer- 
ation itself can be a fate worse than death, whether years of 
dismal living in subhuman conditions, or a short but violent 
Say as with the five hapless inmares in Cebu's Bagong Buhay 
Rehabiliation Center (Should 1 have added “sic” after 
“Bagong,” “Buhay” and "Rehabilitation"?) 

Abolishing the death penalty was inevitable in a nation 
where citizens young and od, women and men—are cor 
demned, and executed daily, without ral We are a nation 
numbed by death, inured by the mockery of the very word 
"ie 
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How to undermine 
national interest 


INSTEAD OF STRENGTHENING THE 
nationalist restrictions of the law, 
stead of saving the economy from 
deathbed, President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo and her lackeys are now moving 
heaven and earth to change the 
supreme law of the land—to allow the 
100-percent exploitation of the coun- 
пуз resources and 100-percent ow 
ership of critical industries, such as ed- 
cation and mass media, banking and 
health, among others. 

GMA's Cha-cha would do away 
with the remaining nationalist provi- 
sions of our present Constitution. 
These provisions forbid foreign multi- 
nationals from siphoning off our na- 
tional wealth. СМАз Cha-cha 
frustrates the peoples hopes about 
genuine political and economic re- 

The masses! voice about the Ch 
cha has been distorted in the anoma- 
ous plebiscite signature drive led by 
the Arroyo administration. If any- 
thing, the plebiscite only “justifies” 
the malversation of publie money, 
and all for ensuring that the political 


elite will stayin power 

GMAs Cha-cha is nothing but a 
hodgepodge of neocolonial and fascist 
maneuverings that undermine the 
peoples genuine democratic and na- 
tionalist yearnings. 

We may need to draft a new Charter 
but СМАЗ Cha-cha is definitely not 
‘What we need isa Charter that will up- 
hold genuine democracy, one that is 
founded on the real aspirations of our 
people. So why mot let a transition 
council composed of people's leaders 
do the Charter change—a council of 
sincere leaders advancing the inter- 
ests of workers, of the peasants, of the 
students and ofthe people in general 

Т would certainly put my bet on 
grass-root sectoral leaders rather than 
оп the same old rotten, cheating and 
lying politicians who are in govern 
ment right now. 

—NASSER MAROHOMSALIC, 
Union of Muslims for Morality 
and Truth (UMMAT) White Ribbon 
Movement (WRM) 

North Fairview, Quezon City 
‘ummat_phils@yahoo.com 


To care for other people before our own 


IFULLY AGREE WITH AIMEE GONZA- 
les that the nursing profession should 
mot be used as a vehicle to acquire 
wealth. (PDI, 6/13/06) 

Tsee many of today’s Filipino youth 
(unfortunately, among them are doc- 
tors and graduates of other courses) 
who are taking up nursing only be- 
cause of better salaries abroad— 
salaries that the Philippine govem- 
‘ment and health care institutions here 
can't offer, 

Tam not against any person wishing 
to work as a nurse abroad. But if! may 
remind nurses and nursing students 
who are planning to go abroad, Flo- 
rence Nightingale, the world's first 
nurse, intended the profession to care 
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for the sick, not to earn profis. I am 
sure if Nightingale were alive today 
and visited the Philippines, she would 
feel sad to see that many Filipinos are 
taking up nursing primarily to be able 
to leave for greener pastures. Ironical- 
Jy even nursing schools attract wou! 
be nursing students with promises of 
“high-paying jobs" abroad. 

Ifthe nursing graduates are indeed 
taking up the course to care for oth- 
ers, isn't it hypocritical for them to be 
taking it up knowing that they are do- 
ing so only to care for the sick of other 
countries, and not for the more nee 

right here in the Philip- 
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Selling gov't assets 
must be last option 


IN IN HIS COCKTALES. 
6/7/06) suggests that 
ment sell the 178-hectare 


budget deficit. According to Agustin, 
Camp Aguinaldo could easily fetch P30 
billion 


his means smacks of short-sighted- 


land, it may become a squatter very 
soon. Before the government even 
considers selling its assets or imposing 
new and higher taxes, it should first 
try to trim its expenses and raise its 
revenue collections. 

How? First, remove the pork barrel 
of the congressmen and senators аз 
some of them are advocating and 
save P22.3 billion yearly. Anyway, 
these funds only end up in non-priori- 
ty and overpriced projects such as 
waiting sheds, hts, covered 
courts, parks, fountains, concrete 
fences and barangay patrol jeeps. 
‘Second, seize the assets of those who 
fail the lifestyle ch 

are found to be u 

th, sell them. Third, look at the 
tax records of public officials with ex- 
travagant lifestyles, such as those 
owning mansions and expens 
sport utility vehicles, and compel 
them to pay the correct taxes. 

As there are many ways to 
skin a ling government as- 
sets, although the easiest way to raise. 
money for the government and for 
some enterprising  powerbrokers, 
should be the last option, to be resor 
ed to only after exhausting other avail- 
able remedies. 

—EFREN H. MERCADO, 
Mercado Compound, 
Mataas na Lupa, Lipa City 
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Freshmen Night 
A welcome Luau Party 
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and Euphony 

Э Manila Water Со. Pool 


MBA Gallery 


Most people say that graduate students don have fun. They say they are oo serous puting themselves through school that al they 
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Congress told to go slow 


‘THE PROPOSED MILK CODE WILL SOON BE 
discussed in the House of Representatives. It 
aims to prohibit mothers and hospitals from 
feeding newborn infants (0-6 months) nothing 
else except breast milk. 

Mey 1 call the attention of our legislators 
and of the public to the hazards of this pro- 
posed legislation. There are limits to breast 
feeding: 

* When there is absence, delay or insuffi- 

of breast milk suppl 
© Anatomical defects of nipples, like un- 
derdevelopment, inversion or painful crack- 
ing. 

* During iliness, e.g, fever, hepatitis, AIDS, 
TB and other infections. 

* When a mother is the breadwinner and is 
not available at breastfeeding time. 

* When delivery is by caesarian section 
and the mother has both arms compro- 
mised and cannot hold the baby for breast 
feeding 

* When the mothers milk contains sub- 
stances or medications not recommended for 
infants 

* When proteins in the breast milk саше 
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on Milk Code 


allergic reactions to the infant. 

ө When the mother dies at childbirth and 
the baby survives. 

Likewise there are conditions under which 
infants should not take breast milk: 

* Anatomical defects, eg, cleft palate, 
choanal atresia and other defects preventing 
sucking procedure. 

* When the infants have gastrointestinal 
allergy to breast milk proteins, producing nau- 
sea, vomiting, colic and diarrhea. 

© When infants have to be isolated from 
the mothers and have to be confined in the 
mursery for continued intensive care due to 
premature birth or respiratory distress syn- 
drome. 

* Breastfeeding up to three years may in- 
vite problems of dental and oral development, 
eg, teeth disarrangement and hollowness of 
the palate. Prolonged breastfeeding prolongs 
babyhood and invites abnormal chld-mother 
dependence. It may also deprive newboms of 
adequate breast milk when siblings feed on 
one source. Normally, the breast milk supply 
does not last upto three years. 

SANTIAGO A. DEL ROSARIO, M.D. 


WHATS UNIQUE ABOUT LAST WEEKS 
bombings? 

1. Look at the materials used and how 
they were fabricated. They were obviously 
not funded by the extreme Left or extreme 
Right, 

2. You can sense some hesitation from 
how they timed and positioned the explo- 
sions. These guys are not cold-blooded 
killers (so again you can rule out the Left 
and Right extremist) 

3. You can sense that the explosions were 
calibrated to be just “enough” to qualify 
technically as “bomb explosions" without 
any risk of destroying valuable public prop- 
елу or causing harm to the public some. 
thing that would not harm the peso but still 
merit media coverage as “acts of terror" as 
pronounced by the President's chief of staff, 


mot 
the middle ofr? 

5. Don't be surprised if these bombings 
willbe used by the administration to (а) put 
pressure on the Senate; (b) push Charter 
change; or worse, (9 declare martial 
Iaw—Rio E Bautista (via e-mail) 

When the TV stations report the killings 
of members or leaders of Left-leaning orga- 
nizations, they project the idea that those 
ied were communists. How did they 
know? For all we know, the victims were 
community leaders whose only desire was 
to see the members of their community en- 
Joy the benefits of having a democratie (sup- 
розейу) government. 

Please don't jump to the conclusion that 
those who were kiled were leftists or com- 

е have been no investigations 
hey were communists or Lef 
leaning activists. 

We should say, “Another Filipino is 
gunned down.” Thats more like 


Right or the Left, who's in 
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it — Queency Ott, New York (via e-mail) 

What, many among our policemen are 
living below the poverty line? But Gloria 
Macapagal-Arroyo, being an economist, 
should be able to solve the problem ifshere- 
ally wants to. Why, even a mere snap of her 

gers could solve the problem, just like the 
shortage in classrooms. All she's got to do is 
order the National Economic and Develop- 
ment Authority to lower the poverty line 
and almost every Filipino and Filipina will 
suddenly belong to the rich class 

Ah, my‘hapless land..—tving Tabios- 
Zamora, California (via e-mail) | 

SEALS—Come on, do they really call 
them that? How inthe world can they name 
them after a unit that is as respectable as the 
(US) Navy SEALS? 

Let's face it, he enemy has more fire pow- 
ex and more logistical support than the 
Philippine military. The Philippine military 
does not even have a boat, much less a 
speedboat. Тт a bit dumbfounded after 
hearing that such a unit exists in the Philip- 
pine military, 

Tam а former member of a US expedi 
tionary force. Ies just kind of cheesy and 
lame to name your specil-ops unit afer the | 
SEALS. You should be ashamed of your 
selves. It only shows that outwardly you 
drive Western influence out, but inwardly 
you embrace them. 

‘Make up your mind, Philippines. Either 
you're in or you're out—Tedd Mann, Los 
Angeles, California (via e-mail) 


AFP RETIREMENT AND SEPARATION BENEFITS SYSTEM 


‘Camp General Emilio 


Aguinaldo, Quezon City 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
FOR SECURITY SERVICES 


+. The AFP RETIREMENT AND SEPARATION BENE 
dem ot Sacr Sees 


FITS SYSTEM (AFP-RSBS) now inves 


forte folowing APE-ROBE prope 


PROJECT LOCATION 


T NS or 


mUDGETFOR | EuGIBILY AND 
THE CONTRACT | Bib DOCUMENTS 
дэс) {nonretunceste 


cost OF 
GUARDS 


ESE 


CEE 5.000 00 


30] — FT 60,000.00 — | —P3,000 00 


Genera Sanies 55 


7 гд DEI 


g LECT EE 


безе Су 


Жара өте e ra Lovet Cacistd эла Reeponsve Sacer LORE) who was Getrminad as such dug 


ета of the Bang Dorumants, T8. Bids recalvet 


ила 
EE 


ance 19 buen sonent rom July 10. 
Biang Dooumenis 


dole кой иа му би being» grad student smri pust al i s aiso about meeting new people, maig пен егез andearang no ШЫПЫ parens by ве рори Doer ox 
fuat om boots an есеп, би fom eto эмде as wet. Та а му ha Unversity cn Pippin Colage of Buaness Admiris- 
{ton users ts MBA freshmen trough a week-long celebration — he fest ever UP MBA Week! 

“The UP MBA Week hicks of wth a bang on Saturday, June 24, wih e fs UP MBA Cup t Pa Celbety Spots Ck where students 
and eachers stk can meet эла lera by ралам in e basket and badminton oumaments. And on June 28, Monday, MEA 
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Biak-na-Bato mining put to a halt 


By Blanche S. Rivera eril Production Sharing Agree- the past two weeks, or since the  RMDC allows the company to ex- 
ment was anomalous., investigation чалы tract marble from a 330-ha area 
"he committee, led by MGB "Тһе MGB also did not renew within the mineral reservation. 
THE GOVERNMENT HAS AGAIN SUSPENDED active director Jeremias the OTP that allowed RMDC to Reyes beled the accusation of 
the transport of ore from the Biak-na-Bato Na- Dolino, held its first hearing with transport 400 cubic meters of ore Bulacan Gov. Josefina de la Cruz 
tional Park in Bulacan where marble quarrying is te representatives of RMDC, Bu- last month M ман ыы 
being opposed by th WU d lacan local government and envi- The Bulacan government also enemy of the Filipino people" for 
ng opp. y the provincial government and ronmental groupstwoweeks ago. wants the DENR to recommend allegedly failing to protect the Bi- 
environmentalists. Dolino said the committee the restoration of the roughly akna Bato.” 
would finish its review ofthe alle- 3,000-haBiaknaBatotoitsprevi- Reyes told the nouer on 
The Mines and Geosciences Bu- pect our superior” Bravo said in gations next week and would ousstatusasa national park Wednesday that if there is one in- 
reau would not issue a new ore ap interview after a forum at the submit its recommendations to Only about 658 ha of Biak na dividual who truly protects our 
transport permit (OTP) to Rose- Manila Pavilion yesterday. Reyes, whowilleventually decide Bato were declared a national environment and natural re 
moor Mining and Development Environment Secretary Angelo whether to cancel the permits park in 1989. Another 938 ha sources, it was him. “You cannot 
Corp. (МОС) until thecaselodged T Reyes has created a committee giventoRMDC Were declared a watershed forest find anyone more concern in the 
byBulacanoffcalsandantiquamy. to investigate allegations that the "We canmakedowith whatwe reserve, 460 ha a forest reserve protection of our environment 
ing groups is resolved, МОВ region-RMDC did not have an environ- have to come up with adecsion,” and9SShaamineralreservation. more determined and serious 
al director Angel Bravo said. mental compliance certificate or Dolino said. MPSA awarded by the thanme,"hesaid. With a report 
"ts suspended until the reso- is quarrying operations and that Dolino said there has been по DENR under former Environment from Carmela Reyes, PDI Cen- 
lution ofthe case. We have tores- the acquisition of the firm's Min- activity inside Biak an Bato for Secretary Heherson Alvarez tothe tral Luzon Desk 


~~~" Black bugs top concern of Sorsogon farmers 


GUBAT,SORSOGON—ASHFALLS called “metharhisium,” a bio- by the pest which, it said, origi- Rice black bugs attack rice 
are stili the least of farmers con- logically safe pesticide, shesaid. nated from Malaysia. stalks, sucking their juices and 
cem hereand sixother townsthat The spray costsatleast P35 per Tirso Doloiras, crop protection killing the plant in the proces. 
are being confronted with wor- sachet and each hectare needs 10 specialist, said rice black bugs ^ Doloiras said their office was 
sening black bug infestations. sachets to effectively kill the had already spread to the towns set to start producing metharhi 

Municipal agriculrurist Precy bugs, the official added. of Prieto-Diaz, Gubat, Barcelona, гішп, a biologically safe fungus 
Moncada said more than 90 Moncada also suggested to Bulusan, Sta. Magdalena, spray to combat the infestation. 
hectares of farms were now in- farmers to gather "Mindoro Mamog, asiguran and Sorsogon "Now that black bugs have 
vaded by the bugs in 24 frogs" and put them in the rice City—covering at least 71 reached our province, there is no 
barangays, prompting them to paddies as it was found out be barangays. hope that they can still beeradicat- 
raise an alert. voracious black bug eaters. "The official said rice plants ined and they will now be part of the 

The local agriculture office frst Тһе Provincial Agriculture ОЁ affected areas suffer varying de- ecosystem like the ‘golden kuhol,” 
installed light traps to Ше pests fice said at least 700 hectares of grees of bug burns, with some аз hesaid. Bobby Q, Labalan, PDI 
and it now uses an antibug spray rice lands were already infested high as 90 percent. Southern Luzon Bureau. 


Study says English has small role in gov’t deals 


BAGUIO CITY—IF CHANGES 
are made in the Constitution to- 
day, experts may want to recon- 
sider English as the second pri- 
mary language should we be- 
соте a federated Philippines. 

A recent study on language 

MAJ. GEN. JOVITO Palparan, tagged butcher by his critics, but military used in provincial, municipal and 

genius by his peers at the Armed Forces. roxerreoupsrorcavmeuzonces barangay governance indicates 

meam oer a that indigenous dialects have 
made government more accessi- 


Palparan asks gov ЕЛЕ 


English was the language of the 
NS , bureaucracy. 
for rivate ta ‘All official Philippine docu- 
‘ments, including legal jurispru- 
dence, remained couched in Eng 
: lsh primarily because few off. 
on troop behavior шушы 
Filipino foundations, according 
то a University of the Philippines 
CITY OF MALOLOS—REACTING "Тһе enemy is afraid of Rollie Baguio professor. 
to claims of alleged abuses by his because he's an effective speak Рой Elizabeth Calinawagan 
men, Maj. Gen. Jovito Palparan Jr. er,” he said. found out that English performs a 
оп Thursday urged Bulacan Gov. The general said thecounterin- far smaller role today in gover- 
| Josefina dela Cruz to mest with surgency campaign would suc. nance than the vernacular when 
him so they could “talk in private” ceed if the military, local govem- she studied the government 
to set their differences. "mens and the business seror transactions of Sen Fernando City 
Palparan, commander of the were united inta Union 
Army's 7th Infantry Division, also He said De la Cruz's demand ‘She presented her study on 
apologized to Dela Cruz, the only fora pullout оз troops in Bula- Wednesday during a UP Baguio 
i local ‘official protesting alleged can based on the alleged abuses forum on empowering native lan- dieci 
abuses of soldiers stationed in Bu- Ьу his men, “contradicted Presi- guages for governance. b ы 
;latamfornorheedingherequess dent MacapagalArroyo'sorderto Because the average bureau- 
lofthegovemorforadilogue. clear the country of insurgents crat finds Filipino and flocano Filipino language when it was 1950sand1960s. native language. 
f But Palparan disputed the gov- and end the 37-year-old commu- more utilitarian than English, firstlegislated asthenationallan- ЧЕ you are interested in Eng. “During the 1960s, there was a 
E repor that Мр. Rizal Hi- nist insurgency” Calinawagan said she would ad. guage. lish, and you need ittomigrareto point when goverament brieñy 


Lus. 


Кы uw 


р 
É 


i CLASSROOM in Baguio City where English is still the medium of instruction. A study says the use of 
Filipino or local dialects in government transactions could be more effective than the use of English in 
VINCENT CASREZNPDI NORTHERN LUZON BUREAU 


Jario, alias Rollie Castillo, was his Не also accused De la Cruz of vocate the use of regional 1 America or Canada, then give it pushed the vemacular in class- 
special operator in the killing of hiring a suspected NPA rebel, guagesinstead in theoperationof Clash your full effort. But if you do not, room teaching, so people in their 
civilians and activists in Bulacan identified as Bernabe Mendiola each state should a new Constitu- She said her conclusions may then government must not force 50s and 60s can speak and write 
and other areas in Central Luzon. alias Ka Ado, asherliaison and fi- tion reorganize the country. clash with President Macapagal- them to leam English... Master- well in Ilocano, and younger 

He confirmed that Hilario, nance officer. The 1987 Constitution en- Arroyo's renewed drive to restore ing English must not be coerced generations cannot, 
whom he called “Rollie,” belonged He said Mendiola isworkingat shrines Filipino as the national the.dominance of English by forthe wrong reasons,” shesaid. Тһе gradual domi 
to the 7th Infantry Division based а metal ore mining firm in Baran- language, although i also lists again mandating is useastheof- English is a politically-charged vernacular in official transactions 
in Fort Magsaysay, Nueva Ecija. gay Camachin in Doña Remedios English as an official Philippine ficial instructional medium in language in the country’s history has become the standard in the 
He described Hil ‘Trinidad (DRT) town. language. schools because politicians use it to “de- last 10 years, and it has changed 
вата sa trabah Dela Cruzaceused Palparanand ^ Cálinawagan said Filipinos al- “There is no doubt that English ceive" voters, and old school pro- political dynamics. 
dinary soldier, buta good counter his men of abducting Mendiolalast so have great difficulty express- is the lingua franca (language of fessionals often measure a per. Politicians have started speak- 
propagandist,” the general said. month. Mendiola isstill missing. ingthoughts on paper in theirna- choice) of the world. Every Fili- son's intelligence by his English ing in the vemacular, believing 
Hilario, he said, has done a The troops of Col Noel tive languages because decades pino will always feel its impor. proficiency, Calinawagansaid. they can draw people to their 
“good job” in San Iidefonsotown Clement, head of the S6th Im- of school training have taught tance and relevance. The English Her study reveals that English points of view, Calinawagan said. 
through "an information drive fantry Battalion assigned to the them to think in Engli language isan asset and not alia- remains part ofan official conver- Вис villagers have become 
that ‘convinced the residens DRT area, had an encounter with But her study of how Filipino, bility In fact this is the main геа. sation only when government of- more powerful in the last decade 
there to withdraw support to the NPA rebels in Camachin last English and llocanoarenowused son there are so many Filipinos ficiis and their constituents dis- because they can now approach 
| New People's Army” month and were surprised to see in official La Union transactions, working abroad,” she said in her cuss technical matters, which their leaders on equal footing 

{ Palparan said he has known Mendiola there. political consultations and сот. 1 usually has no local dialect trans- once they converse in the same 

| and worked with Hilariosincethe Тһе governor won't comment muniqués reveals that the young inawagan sald English lation. dialect to secure community pro- 

| 1990s. Ас thar time Palparan was оп Mendiola. Tonette Orejas and embrace Tagalog and Ilocano un- should no longer be regarded Otherwise, she said, people jects or just simply pay municipal 

{commander of the 24th IB in Carmela Reyes, PDI Central Lu- like their parems’ and grandpar- with the same prestige that di- transact their business in a free taxes, she said. Vincent Cabreza, 

| Pampanga and Bataan. ents self-conscious grasp of the vided class structures in the intermingling of Filipino and the PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


Probers see inside job in Boracay murder 


By Nestor P Burgos jr. found, said Chief Insp. Jess He said police were also deter- she failed to appear for breakfast, 

ХУ; PDI Visayas Bureau Mendez, chief of the Boracay mining if pieces of jewelry had She was found lying on the floor 

150-CERTIFIED = АГИ Special Tourist Police Office been taken from the room. beside the bed wearing a shirt 

Puerto Princesa Манот, ILOILO CITY-INVESTIGATORS  (BSTPO). Hug was found dead around and denim pants with eight stab 
Mayor Edward are looking at robbery and anin- Mendez said the cashier of the 10 a.m, on Tuesday in her room wounds. 

Hagedorn holds the 1 Side job in Tuesdays murder of a resort told the police that the dai- at the Bamboo Beach Resort, Тһе victim is married to Swiss 
ISO certification тевоп owner on Boracay Island in ly sales collections were kept by which she owned, in Barangay Paul Hug who is in Switzerland 
that his city got Adan, the victim inside her room after Manoc-Manoc near Boat Station with their two children. 

Fondis quality ‘An undetermined amount of they were turned over. З at ће southern end of the is- Her remains were taken to the 

management cash was missing from the third “Money is defintely missing" land-resort. Prado Funeral Homes in Baran- 

unum oor тоот where the body of Mendez told the Ingumun im a А member of the resort staff gay Caticlan, Malay town in the 
comeztibisono PN Araceli Villanueva-Hug, 48, was phone interview. had checked on the victim after mainland. 
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100kg of ‘bangus’ 
Pay easy! Pay anywhere! die daily in fish 


2 Pay your bills on time! Kill in Subic Вау 
b ‘SUBIC, ZAMBALES—LOCAL FISH- 


ermen said the continued operation 
of legal fish cages within Subic Bay 
was the cause of a massive fish kill 
that hit Barangay Cawag staring 


zu Friday ? 
Mark Figueras, president of 
Samahang Pinagkaisa sa Pangis- 
лап (Sapsap), said water polu- 
Чоп, particulariy odor nuisance 
and algal bloom caused by the [ d 
proliferation of legal Ash cages ү А 


triggered the fish kill. 4 
Figueras said the heavy stocking | CS Afaa enlarged 


by fish cage operators and over- | "Rr. 
payments are accepted at: Ё ША 


тойу bangus (milkfish), which кесини. 
‘were being cultured in more ап 

150 fish cages in the watersofSitio fish cages reached 1.3 meters. 
Маале in Cawag. Figueras said cage owners had 


Each steel or fiberglass cage по permits from ВРА and the 
(y measures 20 meters by 20 meters. Environmental Management Bu- 


jezalihrmen sad about100 renn of the regional Department 
kilograms of bangus have been of Environment and Natural Re- 
3 d BANK OF THE PHILIPPINE ISLANDS EASTWEST=ANK dying daily since the fish kill sources, although owners were 
A tradition of leadership pem started on Friday. The Bureau of allowed to operate through reso- 
Sheries and Aquatic Resources lutions issued by the Subic gov- 
GR has yerto estimate the losses. ernment 

== ‘Remedios Ongtangeo, BFAR re- Ongtangco said permits and li- 
gional бесот earlier wamed censes to operate fish cages and 
С ананг Pi ателе? omi Echermenofapossibleoccurrence other similar structures im 
jg XE. 21111712121. y of fish kill in Barangay Cawag af- municipal waters should be se- 
=- ter the BFAR conducted a water cured from the local government. 
quality and underwater assess- — Counclor Ruben Gaduang, 
fhentoftheareainJanuary. chair of Subic council's commit- 
COngtangeo urged cage owners tee on environment and natural 
to follow proper stocking density resources, said he would ask the 
during culture period to avoid council to nullify all resolutions 
fish kilis on the operations of fish cages in 
‘A recent assessment by BFAR thetown. Allan Macatuno, PDI 

showed thar sik deposits in the Central Luzon Desk 
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MILITANT groups. 

demanding wage 

increases hold 
protests in Mani 
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is uncertain. 


a mese 


E. Visayas board 
starts wage review 


By Vicente S. Labro 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


rn^ CEBU PACIFIC AIR.COM | casnciisvigasmtennemicgsrecemnon | ач 
— Pertinet tnter 
Morea Buarto ia Ronan Tacloban or Р568++ сатушы ONE cux De merge oM {need to review the current wage levels in 
the region following increases in oil prices 
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MILITANTS and. 
peasant groupsrally 
near Malacañang 


failure of the 
Comprehensive 

‘Agrarian Reform 
Program. 
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Across the NATION m 
СМА asked to suspend land reform 


t, as itis one 
fi vided for in 
Ewecutive Order 49. DI 
Visayas Bureau 


Р “Onstage”, Greenbelt es Ticket Price 


July 14 & 15, 2006 - 8:00 рт | P1,200 - P1,000- P800 - P500 
LSBA Ventures (Tickets): т, GM Ргоропегй of Artists, Inc. 
0922-826-58-26 0917-899-31-54 (02) 873:89-13 Upto 14 


, B — ` BUY YOUR TICKETS 
Why are movies better in " жаз HOW! 


E Go FASTER THAN. 
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Maybe it's time to tell them, "Thank you!" 
Support A Tribute to Teachers 2006 and help encourage 
more than 12,000 teachers to make a difference. 
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M опе Voice: Ve 


"T yr, 


need reforms, 


not Cha-cha 


By Leila B. Salaverria 


A NEW CITIZENS’ GROUP THAT COUNTS 
among its members two former chairs of the. 
‘Commission on Elections, Catholic bishops 
and other influential figures yesterday ap- 
led to President Macapagal-Arroyo and its. 
proponents to scrap the people's initiative to 
amend the Constitution, saying the time 
‘would be better spent pursuing reforms in 
government and society. 
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ANGIE ANG, BUSINESSWOMAN 
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= Choose from two-bedroom, one-bedroom and studio units, many 
with balconies. For Меку or investment, units are designed for 
flexibility 

- Located in Shangri-La Place, in Ortigas Center 

- Link access to Shangri-La Plaza Май and comfortable walkway to 
EDSA Shangri-La Hotel. MRT access through Shangri-La Plaza Mall 

- Clubhouse with gym, aerobics room, steam room 

= Swimming pool, kiddies’ pool and play area 

= Multi-purpose room with videoke facilities 

- 24-hour convenience store 

= Concierge service 


‘at The St. Francis Towers showroom - Monday to Sunday - right next to the Shangri-La Plaza Mall. 
Shangri-La Place, EDSA Corner Shaw Boulevard, Ortigas Center, Mandaluyong City, Philippines 


^ 5847756. sales@thestfrancistowers.com е 
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‘The organization, calling зе “Опе Voice" and 
describing itself as nonpartisan, yesterday re- 
vealed its 5-point proposal for ending the prevail 
ing political impasse, which includes halting the 
"egally flawed” people initiative. 

Under the proposal, the group wants the 2007 
elections to be held as scheduled to serve as an 
“indirect referendum on the term of President 
Arroyo, and the immediate initiation of electoral 
reforms. 

Collective effort. 

‘One Voice said that, if necessary a constitution- 
al convention could be held after the 2007 elec- 
tions. It also called for a social reform program to 
be instituted immediately and for the initiation of 
a collective effort to rebuild the trustworthiness of 
the country’s democratic institutions. 

“АП of us in One Voice agree that most of the 
solutions that have so far been offered to address 
the political situaion—including the people's 
tiative—appear to serve personal or group inter- 
ests more than the common good, said convenor 
Christian Monsod, a former Comelec chai. 

‘One Voice member Manuel Quezon Ш, an IN- 
quica columnist, said the government, under the 
present Constitution, had enough powers to solve 
the country's problems like the need to modem- 
ize the electoral process, reform the educational 
system, improve health care, protect human 
rights, halt corruption and others. 

"The group also said there should be a collective 
effort to rebuild trust in government institutions, 
leaders and ourselves. Quezon said this would 
емай teaching the people to discuss and find 
‘ways to solve problems rather than skirting them. 

"The group also plans to conduct discussions in 
communities to explain the problems and issues. 
facing the nation, and to recruit members to its 
ranks. 

Monsod said the group hoped to stop the peo- 
ples initiative by appealing directly to the public 
and to the President and the projects propo: 
mens. 


People's initiative. 

"The peoples niae, or campaign to amend 
the Constitution by collecting the signatures of a 
Set number of voters, Б being pushed by the ad- 
ministration and a supporte group calling itself 
Sigaw ng Bayan. 

One Voce, in is proposal, questioned whether 
the people's initiative was genuine. Monsod 
pointed out the proposed amendments to the 
Constitution, like changing the form of govem- 
‘ent to a parliamentary form, would only bring 
about adverse effects. 

Не said a parliamentary system would concen- 
trate power in the hands of those who already 
һай ала would tale away the power ofthe peo- 
ple to directly ec the president. 

"He warmed thar fusing the executive and leg- 
‘sive branches would nullify the check and bal- 
ance system inherent in the presidential system 
and would weaken the Supreme Court as a check 
against the abuse of power 

Besides Monsod said, the form of government 
was not material to whether the country could 
initiate reforms, He said changing the economic 
provisions in the Constitution was not critical to 
Foreign investors, but rather it was the countrys 
poliscal sabi human resources and nfrasruc- 
ture that were important. 

“The people's initiative is also legally fawed be- 
cause of the lack ofan enabling law forit, Monsod 
E 

“We believe its up against very difficult legal 
problems. meanwhile; we're wasting ime, We 
Коре well concentrate on electoral reforms,” he 
said. 


Modernization of Comelec 

“To have credible elections, Monsod said the 
Comelec should be reformed. He said it should 
have at least four independent commissioners 
‘and recommended thatthe last two vacancies in 
the agency be filed with people of "unquestioned, 
integrity and competence” who should come 
from disciplines other than the law. 

He also said there should be a cost-effective 
and suitable modemization program for the 
Comelec 

"As for a social reform program, Monsod said it 
could be instituted without resorting to Charter 
change. It could be done by providing the poor 
with food, security education and health care, 
implementing the agrarian reform law, conduct- 
ing a serious campaign against graft and сотор 
tion and passing laws to increase the marginal- 
ized sectors representation in Congress and local 
governments 

‘Other members of One Voice are recently re- 
signed solicitor general and former Comelec chair 
‘Alfredo Benipayo, Catholic Bishops Conference of 
the Philippines president Angel Lagdameo, who 
said he joined the group in his capacity as arch- 
bishop of Jaro (lloilo); Bishops Oscar Cruz, De- 
ogmcias Iñiguez, Ramon Arguelles, Antonio 
Ledesma, Leonardo Legaspi, Orlando Quevedo 
and Florentino Lavarias; 

"Monsods wife economics professor Solita 
Monsod; Raul Concepcion of Consumer and Ой 
Price Watch; 1986 Constiutional Commission 
members Fely Aquino-Aroyo, Florangel Braid 
and Ricardo Romulo; former Interior Secretary 
Rafael Alunan, and Name! officials Maria Cora 
топ Akol, Baltazar Endriga, Ricardo Guevara and 
‘Augusto Lagman. 
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Pastor, lawyer shotdead 252% 


in 24-hour 


Parishioner was target of attack in front of QC church | "eee; 


/A20 
By Dj Ya Bible study At 9:30 pm, two ү. — " 
9 armed men suddenly eicere the 2 Manilans most 
APASTOR DIED INA FUTILE АТ. compound, said Rebancos. Fidel in ha RO 
tempttosave the lifeofamember quickly hugged Guballa when he $1 Evelyn Guballa courteous in Asia, 
of his church Wednesday evening saw the men point their 45 cal- x 1 and Joselito survey shows 
in Quezon City, iber pistols at the woman before 6 Fidel, a pastor, 
Joselito Fidel, 47, tried to  shewasshot, investigators said. E had just left /A20 
shield with his own body lawyer — Quezon City Police District 3 this housein 1 
Evelyn Guballa, 41, from a bar- criminal investigation division Bago Bantay, 5 32 fixers’ in fake 
rage of bullets from two gunmen. chief Supt. Procopio Lipana said QuezonG 
Fidel died on the spot. Guballa Guballa was the likely target. ji after attending. passport racket 
was rushed to the Sioson General The lawyer sustained three “Yj a prayer- resti 
Hospital, bur died before she gunshot wounds in the body f -g 2 maatre when abrested stDEA’ 
could be treated, case investiga- while Fidel had six gunshot Nees екта 2 
кыр laci ыл theres 
said. The unidentified suspects led af- bytwo ire hits Pasay jail’ 
"he pastor was chatting with ter the incident ue | E Five hits Pasay jail’s 
Guballa and other parishioners at Шрапа said the motive for the P female ward Я 
the Full Gospel Pentecostal killings remained a mystery. In- а өү 4 
Church compound on 18 Lanao vesipator were now im touch bons tm 7A20 ў 
St, Barangay Bago Bantay after with the victims’ families who и 
they were through with their could shed light on the incident. 


Topnotch 
Manilans 
honored 
tonight 


MANILA MAYOR 
Lito Atienza will lead 
city residents in pay- 
ing tibute to this 
years Outstanding 
Manilans during a 
testimonial dinner at 
the Centennial Hall 
of the historic Manila. 
Hotel at7 tonight. 

‘The conferting of 
the Outstanding 
Manilan Award, an 
annual undertaking 
of the City of Manila 
and part of the Araw 
ng Maynila celebra- 
tions, seeks to give 
recognition to men 
and women who 
were born, lived or 
studied im the city 
and whose achieve- 
ments in their chosen. 
profession or voca- 
tion have contributed 
to the development 
and promotion of the 
city 


Awardees 

The awardees for 
this year are Hon. РЕ 
del Ramos for Public 
Service and Global 
Diplomacy; Aureo 
Alonzo, Fashion an 
Design; Federico Hi- 
топ, Intemational 
Journalism; Rev. Fr 
Tamerlane” Lana, 
Spiritual Leadership; 
Dominique- Lemay 
Humanitarian Ser- 
vice; Carlos "Caloy" 
Loyzaga, Sports; Gre- 
zorio Oca, Business 
апа Socio-civie Re- 
sponsi Preciosa 
Soliven, Education; 
icon. Tieng, Pilm 
and. Enertainment 
Entrepreneurship, 
and fernando Ze 
та, Anthropology and 
Cultural Heritage 

The awards crite 
па and the point 
equivalents am as 
follows: Service to — 
the Ciy of Manila а Я 
and/or te nation Only the Drive Your Dream Auto Loan gives you a 


(55 points); Out- 


тай s ee FREE Emergency Car Care Package for worry-free driving! 


mance in their re- 

spective fields of en 

davor 05 poins), Buying your own caris exciting, until you consider the problems that might occur while driving it like during bad weather or long trips 

Proven Leadenhip ^ Оту BPI Family Savings Bank gives you peace of mind by giving an unmatched package of free services from ibero Asistencia, like towing, 

aids, Robins Ил. on-site car repair, hotel stay, and even alternative means of transport. That's why only the leader in auto loans can help you lead 

vativeness and pio- the life you've always wanted, without worries. 

neering эрий (15 

pois) and other ть get your dream loan today, visit any BPI or BPI Family Savings Bank branch or Express Banking Center near you 

qualities (5 point) Tor more information, сай the Auto hm Dreck Marketing hotin at 845.6777 during afit hours or 89-100 (14/7, or tet: AUTO<space> your landline numberespace»cly or province 
Ampie AUTO Manny Gormez 8456777 Makati Су} and send i to 091799100-00. or log on to war bpiespesonlinc.com 

Speaker 


The guest of honor Ог сай the Ibero Hotline at 7522274. 
and speaker [or the serie ttt peat fre Um Pe gencre een tdm ed 


ceremony tonight is 


or and Local Govern- BPI FAMILY SAVINGS BANK _IBERO_ VE you VreaM cy: 
pom d Gi startad on. ботосун, ASISTENCIA вндеу Care fackag 


na... 


RESEARCHERS OF READERS 
Digest, a popular United States 
based monthly magazine, went 
around Metro Manila recently to 
conduct a Courtesy Test, staging 
scenarios to find out just how po- 
lite Filipinos are compared to 
people fom -34 other cities 
around the world. 

Manila, being ойе of the coun- 
пуз most populous cities, was 
chosen for staging the three sce- 
narios. These were to see if peo- 
ple would hold open a door for 
someone, say "thank you" after 


maléng a sale, and help someone 
pick up papers dropped in a busy 
place. Manila was number 21 out 
of 35 in the global ranking of the 
test (Ist being most courteous 
and least courteous, 35th). In 
sia, the region with the poorest 
performances, Filipinos proved to 
be the most polite. 

“It’s not normal nowadays fora 
‘woman to hold the door open for 
someone of the same gender” 
said a Filipino woman who did 
mot hold the door for a Reader's 
Digest’s undercover reporter. In 


DAVAO CITY WATER DISTRICT 
‘oer te Deci Pa OS 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


“The Davao City Water District (DCWD), through is Bids and Awards 
Commitoe-8 (ВАС-8), invites contractors registered with and classified by 
{he Philopne Coniacirs Aczredtabon Board (PCAB) о apply for egy 
Зла Поста ele, toti for ne hereunder contact 


Exploratory Wel Deiling of Riverside Production 
нако 2 

Tos Amigos, Tugbok Оаа, Davao Слу 
250mm borencie for 300m depth exploratory 
We ering, 200m depth weluttzaton нил gravel 
pack and 18m depth coment grout wah 1m cay 
Seal юг sanitary seas. Gsómrid upper borehole 
їп ботко x 66 т. Blank casing. 480mm 
Tower borehce win 250mm stainless scree’ 
Bank casing combination Rotary Dring Method. 


Name of Contract 


Location 
Briet Description 


Approved Budget 
ге Contract (ABC) : Pho 4.859.954 82 
Contract Duration 149 Calendar Days 


Prospecive bidders shouid possess a хава PCAS License applicable 10 те 
ontact have completed a Sm contact wih value of at least 50% of he 
RAC. ond have ky personne! and equpment (ited in пе Esgbity Forms) 
сапа for ine prosecution of the contract. The BAC Wil use non- 
acretonery pass entera in ne Exgibilty Check/Screening as ме as fe 
Preininary Examination af Bids. The ВАСА wil conduct post-qualifcadan ot 

he lowest calculated b. 

Mi particulars relative 1o Eligibility Statement and Screening. Bid Securty. 
Peformance Securty. Pre Bidding Conference, Evaluaton of Bids, Post 
‘Qualicalon and Award of Coniraci shal governed by ma parinent provisions 
2G RA D184 and ts Implementing Rules and Regulston-A (IRR-A) 
The schedule of BAC-B activities is as lows 
BACB Activities T 

T Recap fom prospecove baders Lenes 
ient [Ot incuing Aogicaton рыну 

Т issuance ol Egy Forms. 

3 Receetol Eig йегереп. 

4 Naten of Ress ES Check 

3 Issuance of Documents. 

Pre Bd Conference ‘get 9.2006. 200p m. 

7, Receipt and Opening Bids рата 2006-230 pm 

‘The BAC-B wil issue о prospective ders Elgjbilty Forms thu the BAC-B 
Secretariat cio at the DCWO Office of the Asst. General Manager for 
Gpsratons, Bajada. Davao Cy, upon iheir submission c a LOI and upon 

[өк payment of а non reundabie amount o Php 1,590.00 io ihe ОСМО 

С Cashier Prospecive bidders srt submt the Eighty Requrements (o Me 

ВАО: at he sed address, They may also окап he resus of he Egy 
Check atthe same adress 
| Zano BAC will issue Bidding Documents oniy to bidders decared by те BAC- 
to be оные бг he being upon payment of a non-refundable amount of 
= Php 2,500.00 to ina DCWD Castver 
The Davao Cily Water District assumes no responsibly whatsoever to 
Hcempenssieorindemnfy ders for any expenses cured in be preparation 
nor bs 


Sede 
Е) 


Tra 160 
ne 11 Muy, 208 
iy 1028, 2006 

hy 17 ug 04, 2005 


Approved by: 


: (Sod) WILLIAM V. GUILLEN 


не Chairperson, Ва à Awards Commitae 8. 
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Теснисд. EoucaTion ano Stats DeveLopment AutHoary 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


" REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES. 
€—— ‘TECHNICAL EDUCATIONA SKILLS DEVELOPMENT 


Brief Descipion WORKS 


108 Loon Number mom 
‘OPEC Loan nier oem 
7. Be бото ba Pps (COP) has cone а и tome Asan 
Deremen Bank ADS) co trancat wi he Oanzaon d Parum Cone 

Dames (OPEC Fund er ematond Dove orant o cost ol e enc 
олоп nd Sis Development Pc (TE SOP% an tends арду pao he 
баас парохода посла gee’ wh be GOP compar nds а payrons 
{rts conac "ar Весне Rehan of NITVE OT Far Stes 
те Technical dean ard Sis Developmen Atri (TE SDA) now messed 
оао мез Conc аана IVE TION cies Сотка 
ff os reared па ши боп one паласа menty (120) calendar ays fam 
Cowncrs Recep ofe Nonce о Proceed (NTP) 
Bóng tbe cond accordare wth relevan procures lor open compte 
being as occ he прелепи es and Regulars GRR) of Порис A 
ОГА ST herse uoun as ine Covent current m Aer, об 
fxn congr нип Asian Dewiorent Bank's pocaemer prcedats эт s 
рев to of Bers ium engte souce cones as eined in "utis fr 
Жоноп Under Asan Dent ба Loss 
The documents теді in he Egblt Documents shal be sited as pat ol he 
Тете Documents o ne Bes эз rov ne hssvcionsto Baers 
msi уш Bes may алап katter tomaton iom The Sect. ls ana 
Аааа Commn ol TESDA Cert Olis and neperi te ang Documents d e das 
guen below gs hrs 2 am 500 ри, Monday- Fadey) sang ne 1, 2006 
Acongolosil Bling Documents in Engish may bo purchased by reese Bs 
{Sante aines belom and upon payer з reno са Pry МО 
dyegevatt n US Dotare. The meted of payment wi bea cash or cec posl wo 
TESDA sadpoymer noe опомена on cic oomen recepi ЮА), 
те dang Documents shat ve eed prone bye Bader t hs auo 
reperta on or ure June 1$, 200 
The TESDA Ваз and Aware Сти ий ht a PB Соле open t a 
gs Dates n Jl 0, 206,2 200 pm. t Be ades gn боя 
fle Bs mest ua ne Ваз at he aes ET 
RE acs mo bo acconyancsby a B Seat n vm dca, coner а 
et ec para da и orn ne of ot эла п ne amount entia 
aimo pc ad Вал, Сызла ne sro орат | xd tl 
B pce ттан ESO o neavert mcer eo) conet curn Lae 
Ва эли te accopid Ви Opa sa been Aust 2. 2006 at 200p me ite 
addc qentea Bes dn bpene ne узала he ber spesa 
choro tee 
Contin и Wot варса иин nore hnded wr 120 csr days 
Kom Conracors recep ate NTP 
TESDA ress ouo creto any Bd vou bidang process and 
"ec of ra ary n por cna ar, и тетт naui n шону 
tate aeea Baer o Bases 

‘TECHNICAL EDUCATION ANO SKILLS DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 

SANTIAGO M. YABUTJR. 

harm es жа Anaras Comme 

(Deputy Drocu General rd Opraond 

TESDA Come, TE SDA hammssaton Balón 

List Serves Road. Sou Luzon Lapressmoy 

For Gonse agug ay 
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METRO 
Manilans most courteous in Asia, survey shows 


this particular test, Manila got а 
global ranking near the bottom at 
33rd. Only 25 percent of those 
tested bothered to even hold the 
door slightly ajar 

For mhe purchasing tet 
(whether or not customers say 
thank you after making а pur- 
chase), Manila scored 65 percent 
for a global ranking of 23rd. In 
Asia, it placed fourth after Jakar- 
ta, Taipei and Singapore. 

"The survey found that if you 
dropped papers on a Manila 
Street, chances were someone 
would help you pick these up. Fil- 
ipinos scored well at 55 percent 
for an impressive global ranking 
of Sth. "Is innate for me to be 
helpful and courteous. There was 
even a time when I helped an el- 
аспу cross the street. It really 
matters when your parents raised 
jou with the proper values,” said 
Albert Magbagay, an 18-year-old 


Filipinos could be more helpful 
ifnot for certain concerns such as 
the one raised by Elizabeth Yap, a 
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swindlers or pickpockets?” she 
said, 

Based on overall results, New 
Yorkers finished first, landing on 
the top five in all three tests. Oth- 
er high-scoring cities included 
Zurich, Switzerland (2nd); 
Toronto, Canada (3rd); and 
Berlin, Germany Zagreb, Croatia. 
and Sio Paulo, Brazil tied for 
fourth place. At the bottom of the 
list was Mumbai, India. 

Described as providing a snap- 
shot of behavior in various coun- 
tries, more than being a scientific 
Survey, the Courtesy Test is the 
world's biggest real-life test of 
common courtesy, More than 
2,000 separate tests on actual be- 
havior were conducted. 

The Courtesy Test is fully dis 
cussed in the article “How Polite 
Are You?", the cover story of the 
July 2006 issue of Readers Di- 
gest. 


selfemployed 37-year-old. "I 
wanted to help but I was hesitant 
because I was thinking, ‘What i it 
is just another modus operandi of 


Private safety group supports billboard ban 


By Leila B. Salaverria 


A NON-GOVERNMENT SAFETY 
organization supports a plan to 
ban billboards along national 
roads as they pose a hazard to 
motorists and other people. 

The Deparment of Public 
Works and Highways is consider- 
ing the ban because billboards 
could distract road users. 

Alberto Suansing, chair of the 
Safety Organization of the 
Philippines Inc. (SOPD, said 
they believed the proposal 
would be beneficial to mo- 
torists. The non-profit SOPI con- 


ducts seminars on fire, road and 
industrial safety, among others. 

“We should regulate billboards 
because they pose a safety haz- 
ard, especially for drivers as these 

distract them and cause ac- 
деп" Suansing said in a 
phone interview. 

Suansing, the private sector 
representative to the DPWHs 
Road Board, said he had seen for 
himself how billboards could di- 
чеп the attention of drivers. 

He said his own driver almost 
hit a vehicle in front of them be- 
cause he had his eyes on a bill- 
board featuring a popular female 


television host. 

Poorly constructed billboards 
and advertising signs posed an- 
other risk, Suansing noted, as 
they could fall. Collapsing bill- 
boards, Suansing said, could 
damage buildings and cause 
harm to their occupants or affect 
powerlines. 

‘The DPWH's National Building 
Code Development Office (NBC- 
DO) has drafted a circular that, 
among others, bans billboards 
and advertising signs within a 
100 meter radius from the center 
of national roads and transmis- 
sion lines. 


The draft circular will require 
that billboards already located 
within the 100-meter radius be 
removed in six months. 

NBCDO director Emmanuel 
Cuntapay said earlier the DPWH 
wanted to adopt Singapore's 
practice of making billboards face 
buildings instead of roads. 

Public Works Secretary Her- 
mogenes Ebdane J. enjoined DP. 
WH regional directors and dis 
trict engineers to implement the 
circular once approved. But he 
said the circular would have to be 
studied by the department’ legal 
department before approval 


LPG cylinder stove causes fire in Pasay jail 


Security 
beefed up 
in South 


Metro stores 
By Jocelyn R. Uy 


A DAY AFTER ROBBERS RAN- 
sacked two drugstores in south- 
em Мето Manila, police beefed 
up security measures in areas 
where 2thour convenience 
stores and pharmacies are locat- 
ed. 

‘Southern Police District Direc- 
tor Chief Supt. Wilfredo Garcia 
yesterday instructed all police 
‘commanders to deploy addition- 
al mobile patrols to keep an eye 
оп all establishments operating 
24 hours a day in the southem 
рап of the metropolis—after 
robbers raided another Mercury 
Drugstore branch, this time in 
Makati Cir 

Garcia said about four armed 
men declared a heist at the drug- 
store on Enrique Street corner 
Zobel Roxas Avenue at 8:50 p.m. 
on Wednesday, or shortly before 
the store's closing time. 

According to witnesses, the 
robbers ran о on board а red 
Kia Pregio with a still undeter- 
mined amount of money they 
stole from the drugstore and 
the lone security guard's service 
firearm. 

The incident occurred barely 
15 hours after six men ransacked 
а Mercury drugstore branch in 
Parafiaque City 

"The two incidents were prob- 
ably the work of the same group 
based in Las Piñas City or 
Cavite,” he told the оиа yes- 
terday. 

Garcia also disclosed that the 
police had already identified the 
group behind the two conseci 
tive robbery incidents. But he 
withheld the name of the gang so 
as not to preempt their ongoing 
‘operation. 


Extra effort. 

Garcia will sit down next week 
with security managers of round- 
the-clock establishments in the 
area to discuss security measures 
that need to be implemented, 

"We will encourage them to 
exert extra effort in protecting 
their establishments because 
based on the two robbery inci- 
denis, the guards were easily dis- 
armed," he said. 

He also pointed out that estab- 
lishments with only one security 
guard made them an easy prey 
for robbers and holdup gangs. 


By Jocelyn R. Uy 


AKITCHEN FIRE CAUSED PANIC 
yesterday moming among in- 
mates in the Pasay City Jail’ fe- 
male ward. No one was hurt in 
the incident. 

A newly bought liquefied 
petroleum gas Super Kalan cylin- 
der single stove ignited shortly af- 
ter 10 a.m. while the dormitorys. 
96 residents were having an early 
lunch, jail warden Chief Insp. Ma. 
Irene Esquinas told the Inqunen 
inan interview yesterday. 

She said the fire started when 
an inmate turned it on to cook 
their meals. 

Esquinas said the vehicle that 
delivered the cylinder stove had 
just left when the incident oc- 
curred. “The tank is apparently 
defective,” she said. 

Esquinas added, “The inmates 
immediately panicked, shouting 
‘fre, fire.” 

Esquinas used a fire extin- 
guisher to put out the fire that 
lasted less than a minute. 

By the time the firemen came, 
the inmates were mopping the 
wet floor. 

“The fire, if not controlled im- 
mediately, could have trapped in- 
‘mates as it was located between 


X, 
Wear uniform, 


orlose your job 
SLIPPING inio colorful cotes and 
legant blouses could make you 
ook hip and wendy. Вин you are 
‘working at the Pasig City Hall, it 
‘ould cost you your job. Pasig City 
‘Administrator Reynaldo Dionisio 
таз warned employees at the City 
Hall that they codi face sanc- 

ons even dismissal they do 
mot wear the prescribed workng 
саарах Dionisio said they had no- 
cad that many ety employers ad 
been "wearing tna wrong uniform, 
incomplete омот or no uniform 
tall This speaks negatively of he 
image and protessionalism we are 
projecting to the transacting pub- 
fic" The violations continued even 
wih previous memorandums and 
reminders about wearing the proper 
uniform, Dionsion added. The new 
memorandum. which cokefec on 
Monday, applies to the 3.843 regu- 
far and contractual employees of tho 
ly government First-time offend- 
эз wl only get a reprimand, but i 


FEMALE DORM 


A PORTABLE gas stove lies abandoned in front of the female inmates’ 
cellin Pasay City jail. The detainees were cooking their meals when 
the stove suddenly burst into flames. The fire was put out by a quick- 
thinking jail warden. OWN CAIUS 


the jails only doorway and the 
three detention cells. 

But the thick smoke sent peo- 
ple in nearby facilities scurrying 
for safety. 

The female dormitory is adja- 


cent to the Pasay City Criminal In- 
vestigation Division, the city jails 
male dormitory that houses about. 
600 inmates, and the Pasay City 
Jail Youth Home. The Pasay High 
‘School is also located nearby. 


METROBRIEFS 


they are caught dressed improperly 
for the second time, they would be. 
suspended up toa month. Violators 
‘could even lose their year-end bene- 
fits and other allowances. Third time 
offenders wil be dismissed from the 
service, Dionisio added. Edson C. 
Tendoc Jr. 


Fight crime instead 
NAVOTAS MAYOR Toby Tiangco 
shot down the proposal Interior 
Secretary Ronaldo Puno to utilize 
barangay oils in the govern- 
ments al ом war against tne Com- 
типа! Party ot he Phlüppines, say- 
ing the pian would expose tnem to 
danger. "They are no match to these 
People in case somathing happens 
because they are not trained for 
things li this,” Tiangco sald in re- 
action to Puno's proposal. The inte- 
rior secretary ha proposed that 
barangay oficiais partcuany he. 
barangay tanodor watchman , be 
deputze to assist police in the 
сатрап against insurgency. In 
Puna' proposal, the barangay offi- 
саз would nol be armed and would 
ont be asked o help government 
fforts in educating the community 
against tha insurgents. Tiangco said 
barangay онов could instead be 
tapped inthe ight against crime in 
thair area and provided wth more 
магілу on now to spot a would-be 
Snatcher or robber “Instead of ut 
Tiang the barangay officiais far other 
purposes, they cout be used to to 
fight criminais preying on our resi- 


dents,” Tiangco said. Expenses for 
the training could be shared by the 

town or city government and funded 
bythebarangay. Nancy С. Carvajal 


32 ‘fixers’ arrested 
THIRTY-TWO alleged "ers" who 
have been allegealy charging pass- 
port applicants Р12 000 in additional 
fees for processing travel docu- 
ments have been arrested by the 
Southern Polico District (SPD) па 
special operation against "fers" on 
Tuesday, atter a month-long police 
undercover operation. “It was he 
Department ot Foreign Aas 
through Gen. Ace Lactao, DFA secu- 
тау officer who requested our assis- 
tance,” sald SPD Director Chef 
Supt Witredo Garcia. Te under- 
Cover operatives were able to ac- 
uie passports trom tne alleged 
aes,” seven of thom women, or 
axonal fs ranging from 
12,000 to P1000 wihout the 
documents required by the DFA, he 
reported. Suspects Ша Liamudo 
and Linda Ramos were arrested 
wil allegedly accepting marked 
money from an undercover agent, ho 
Sai. Among those arrested were 
Dominador Мийале, Reynaldo 
Sabucojan, Reynaldo Ava-ao, Rolly 
Ventura. Ronnie Gapate, Alejandro 
Remolino, Antonio Palino and Nos! 
Ventura. А! 32 suspects wili be 
charged wihestala and tor violation 
ofthe Philippine Passport Act n tho 
Pasay Cl Prosecutor's Office. Joce- 
yn .Uy 


A: 


es 


Los Angeles, which has been still for more than two centuries, is under immense stress and 


could producea massive quake at any moment, a scientist has announced. 
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New diabetes drugs 

EVEN AS DIABETES rates reach epidemic levels worldwide, four new drugs 
are generating optimism among doctors who specialize in treating the dis- 
азе, as woll as Wall Street analysts who view diabetes care as a huge and 
Growing market New drugs alone wil nat reverse rising rates of Type 2 dia- 
Botes. a condition thataffects about 20 milion Americans andis closely tied 
to obesity and lack of physical activity. And doctors caution that for the fore- 
‘seeable future, diabetes wil remain a progressively worsening disease that 
сап cause devastating complications. But doctors say the new drugs are im 
Portant additions to the treatment arsenal because they work ditferentiy 
from existing diabetes medicines and have relatively mild side effects. One 
othe four treatments, Syeta. given byinecton, в already onthe market. 
Another, Exubera; an inhalatle form of insulin, has been approved and wil 
Teach pharmacies next month. The other two, баи and Januvia, Doth tak- 
fas pils, are awaiting approval from the Food and Drug Administration. 
инеп analysts expect by early next year, "There's cause for tremendous op- 
тт" said Dr John Buse, the director of diabetes center at the Unversity 
of North Carolina Schoo! ot Medicine, and the vice president of the Ameri- 
тап Diabetes Association, "We have The drugs to basically control diabetes 
in 0 рисот. рі of patients.” ют 


Saddam lawyer kidnapped, killed 
= = BAGHOAD—More than 100 employees of 
Iraq's ministry of industry were kidnapped by 
gunmen north о Baghdad as they let work 
Wednesday in a brazen reminder of the coun- 
3 муз dire secur situation. The abduction 
came onthe same day the body of one of de- 
| posed leader Saddam Hussein’ lawyers was 
{ound in the capital after he was kidnapped and 
murdered. Workers at the Hateen and Nasr fac 
tories in the restive town of Taji, north of Bagh- 
dad, ware ambushed and abducted by at east 
50 gunmen who had arrived in е minibuses, 
/ a security source said. "The employees took 
eir seats on the buses that were waiting for 
SADDAM AP them as usual," when armed men appeared 
aboard a number of minibuses, the sours said. Groups of four to five 
Gunmen (then) toak control of the buses and drove them to an unknown 
"station " he said adding that the occupants of one bus overpowered 
their hijackers and drove to Baghdad to report what had happened. Khamis 
sObeid a lawyer representing Saddam and seven of his former cohorts in 
their trial tar crimes against humanity, was found shot in the head after be- 
ing kidnapped trom his Baghdad home, He was the third defense attorney to 
ве ай since October start of the trial for the massacre of 148 Shiites în the 
188, AFP 


Botched Israeli air strike kills 2 in Gaza 
GAZA—Two Palestinians were kiled and 13 others wounded on Wednesday 
inthe latest ofa series of botched Israel missle strikes against Gaza mili- 
tants Israel, which has faced International criticism over th attacks, said i 
wouid continue air ties to try to stop Palestinian factions trom firing 
rockets Into the Jewish state. The latest strike, which killed а man and a 
Woran, brought 14 the number of смале kiled in recent alr anacks. 
Palestinian bystanders said the target appeared to have been a car carrying 
members of the Islamic inad group in the mittant stronghold of Khan Yo. 
nis. Buta missle slammed into a house. The gunmen escaped unharmed. 
‘Among those wounded in the strike were a pregnant woman and four chil- 
dren Reuters 


Falling japan birth rate due to lack of sex 
TOKYO More sex. Thats what 
one expert says is needed to 
Sole Japan's baby shortage. 
"apanese people simply arent 
having sex" Dr: Kunio Kitaru- 
ra, director of the Japan Family 
Planning Association, was 
quoted as saying by the Japan 
Times, an Engish language dal- 
ly. An association survey of 336 
разів between tne ages of 16 
and 49 showed 21 porcont had 

{or more than month "tor no particular reason"—a condition 

Known as "sexless." Japan's frilly rate. the average number of children a 

woman bears in her Mete tell to an all-time low of 1.25 last year. De- 

Mmograpnars say arate of 2.1 s needed o keap a population пот deciining. 

арап came ast among 41 nations п a poli last year by condom manutac- 

turer Durex, with lovers there having sex Just 4 times a year compared toa 
фора! average of 103 imas a yea. Kitamura said that while many men In 

Workaholic Japan ara simply too “stressed out” from thelr Jobs to have 

tough energy for sex, many other couples simply do not have sex requar- 

ly in the association's survey, 44 percent of the people who said теу 

Were having much sox tett tnat having a reiationsnip with the opposite зех 

маз "very tesome" or "tiresome." Routers 
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Earth hottest іп 400 years 


Study says humans to blame for global warming 


WASHINGTON—THE EARTH IS 
hottest it has been in at least 400 


broad review of scientific work 
‘quested by Congress, reported Thurs- 
day that the “recent warmth is un- 


years and potentially the last several 
millennia.” 

A panel of top climate scientists told 
lawmakers that the Earth is running a 
fever and that "human activities are re- 
sponsible for much of the recent warm- 
ing.” Their 155-page report said aver- 
age global surface temperatures 
Northem Hemisphere rose about 1 de- 
gree during the 20th century. 

The report was requested in Novem. 


ber by the chairman of the House Sci- 
ence Committee, Rep. Sherwood 
Boetler, a New York Republican, toa 
dress naysayers who question whether 
global warming isa major threat 

Last year, when the House Energy 
and Commerce Committee chairman, 
Rep. Joe Banton, a Texas Republican, 
launched an investigation of three cli- 
mate scientists, Boehlert said Barton 
should tyto learn from scientists, not 
intimidate ет. 

President George W. Bush's admin- 
stration also has maintained that the 
threat is not severe enough to war- 
rant new pollution controls that the 
White House says would have cost 5 
million Americans their jobs. 

Climate scientists Michael Mann, 
Raymond Bradley and Malcolm 


Hughes had concluded the Northem: 
Hemisphere was the warmest it has 
been in 2,000 years. Their research 
was known as the “hockey-stick" 
graphic because it compared the 
sharp curve of the hockey blade to the 
recent uptick in temperatures and the 
sticks long shaft to centuries of previ- 
Ош climate stability. 

The National, Academy scientists 
concluded that фе Mann-Bradley- 
Hughes research from the late 1990s 
маз “likely” to be true, said John 
"Mike" Wallace, an atmospheric sci- 
ences professor at the University of 
Washington and a panel member. The 
conclusions from the '90s research 
are very close to being right" and are. 
supported by even more recent dato; 
Wallace said га 


San Andreas fault seen set for huge quake 


LOS ANGELES/LONDON — THE 
southern end of the San Andreas fault. 
near Los Angeles, which has not had a 
‘major rupture for more than. 300 
years, is under immense stress and 
could produce a massive earthquake, 
anew study said 

But exactly when 
take place cannot be predicted, the. 
scientist who conducted the study 
published in 


А Thefaultis accumulating stress at 
rate, but this does not suggest 


wur Oceanography at La Jolla, California. 


"When the quake wili happen nobody 
His study found that, given aver- 
age annual movement rates in other 
areas of the fault, there could be 
h pent-up energy in the south- 
era end to rigger a cataclysmic jolt of 
upto 10 meters. 
“This is new evidence that tells us 
ame story that we have known 
for a while,” said Scott Branden- 
berg, a professor at the University of 
California, Los Angeles schoo! of en- 
gineering. "Ies a reminder that we 
need to be ready for it when it hap- 
pens" 
Fialko said his data taken by satel 
lite is more complete than previous 


studies because measurements were 
taken every 20 meters instead of at 
ground stations 10 km apart. : 

"The observed strain rates confit 
that the southern section of the Sam 
‘Andreas fault may be approaching 
the end of the interseismic phase of 
the earthquake cycle," he wrote in the 
science journal Nature 

A sudden lateral movement of sev 
еп to 10 meters would be among the 
largest ever recorded. d 

According to the US Geological 
Survey (USGS), the earthquake that 
destroyed San Francisco in 1906 wa 
produced by a sudden movement 
the northern end of the fault of up to, 
64 meters. Reuters. 
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China concerned about Nokor launch 


| Equip her to solve the 
challenges of life. 


[е 


Ahead of time and ahead of age. Kumon is not about being 
| the first, nor the fastest. 


It's about acquiring good learning habits and the desire to 
advance quickly. It's about setting clear goals and 
accomplishing them. And it's about gaining the discipline 
and skills vital to a lifetime of learning. 


Schools today bear witness to the abilities displayed by the 
Kumon student. She is not intimidated by complicated 
equations or extensive reading materials. Her training with 
the Kumon Method helps her tackle challenges with focus 
and determination rarely found in others her age. She is. ; 
confident, competent, and simply ahead of her pack. 


Now on its 10th year in the Philippines, Kumon's Math and 
Reading programs are helping more and more children 
* learn skills vital to overcoming the challenges of life. 


Ifyou want to know more about how your child can enjoy the benefits of the Kumon Method, 
visita Kumon Center near you and our instructors will be glad to give you an orientation. 
Please call us at (02) 885-0226, or at 1800-1888-0231 toll-free. 

You can also email us at inquiries@kumon.com.ph. 
19th Floor Philamlife Tower, 8767 Paseo de Roxas, Makati City. 


L 
pe Philippi 


SEOUL, SOUTH KOREA—CHI- 
na issued its strongest public 
statement of concern yet Thurs- 
day against North Korea over a 
possible long-range missile 
launch, while Pyongyang 
warned of clashes in the skies as 
it accused US spy planes of re- 
peated illegal intrusions. 

Beijing is the North's last major ally and key 
benefactor, and Washington has urged China 
to press the North to back down on its poten- 
tial misse tes. 

"We are very concerned about the current 
situation,” Jiang Yu, a Chinese Foreign Min- 
istry spokesperson, said at a regular briefing 
in Beijing. "We hope all parties can do more in 
the interest of regional peace and stability” 

Jiang said China would also "continue to 
make constructive efforts.” 

US President George W. Bush had praised 


china on Wednesday for “taking responsibili 
ty in dealing with North Korea." 


Worries over a potential North Korean 
launch have grown in recent weeks after re- 


0 ролз of activity at the North's launch site on 


its northeastern coast where US officals say a 


* Taepodong-2 missile—believed capable of 


reaching parts of the United States—is possi- 
bly being fueled. 

The North has also this week asserted its 
right to launch a satelite, which it claimed to do. 
after its last long-range launch in August 1998. 

^ North Korean diplomat said in reported. 
comments Wednesday that the country want- 
ей to engage in talks with the United States 
on its concerns over a possible missile test. 

‘The United States turned down the plea for 
a direct meeting, and instead called Wednes- 


{day on the North to etum to six-nation nucle- 


foe u &EGumvanazer 


маву му OS. 


ar talks, which also include China, Japan, 
Russia and South Korea. The North has boy- 
сопей those talks since November in anger 
over a US crackdown on its alleged illicit fi- 
nancial activity АР 


e, 
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B Wade feels weird 
as ‘Air Apparent’ 


/A25 


E-nalt рото 


ш Portugal 


claims top spot; 


Argentina 


duplicates feat 


Roach wants 
early end for 
Pacquiao foe 


By Musong R. Castillo 


MANNY PACQUIAO ran 
his routine fve miles (В 
kilometers) yesterday 

^ and later showed crisp 
and fearsome fom 
working the bag and 
shadowboxng while 


Bi uying to shake off jet- 
ж 


"ia fall wo weeks 
EO left before his July 2 col- 
lion ийй Mexican Oscar Larios atthe Araneta 
Coliseum in Quezon Cty his handlers expect Pac 
io ro reach peak form on the day of the gi 

Tn fact American trainer Pree Roach сот. 
vinced that Larios, nicknamed "Cholo 
фе ае то wihstand the fuy ofthe 
whom he has instructed o go for the oy 

“Te been teling him (Pacquiao) to jump on 
him (arios) right amay” Ronch said during a 
short bred in Pacquiao's taining at the Rial 
Memorial Spons Complex yeserdoy 

"ап Manny ro gotot body eariy just E 
wha he did in бе бесопа Er) Morales fig 
The seemed Roach added. "That strategy wor 
wel wid tall and thin guys lie Laos” 

"Pacquiao planed in fem Los Angeles Tuesday 
He sared his preparations more han а mo 
ago at Roachs WIK Card gym in Holywood: 

Pacquiao, who desoyed Morales in Las Vegas 
las year, did not spar yesterday but wil put in 
four rounds with Rasen Rustam Nugaev today 

“Manny more ает now" Roach said. “We 
кас Larios too vel having watched his tapes, 
and what we saw in those быз, we know bel 
dosginincur fight” 


will not 
їйрїп, 


рата 5а Вауа 


Hot Aces try to pu 
Giants into 5-0 hole 


SAN MIGUELS Brandon Cablay snags the rebound 
off Red Bull's Rico VilanuevainGame2. wastonacuz 8677, in Game 2 We 


‘WILL HISTORY REPEAT ITSELE OR HAVE TIM 
‘Cone and the Alaska Aces learned their lesson? 
vil be known today when the Aces shoot 


GAMES TODAY 
(Araneta Coliseum) 
£40 pm—Alaska 
vs Puraloods 
735pm—Sen 
Miguel vs Red Bul! 


randy PBA Philippine Cup semifi 
Araneta Coliseum. 
d Purefoods collide at 4:40 pm. with 


coach for 17 years and that was 
the worst lesson Tve leamed.” 
Though history could serve 
as guide and inspiration, the 
Aces have also improved im- 
mensely since then. 
Veterans Nic Belasco and Jef- 
frey Cariaso have been blend- 


ing solidly with Mike Cortez, Willie Mille Sonny Thoss, 
Reynel Hugnatan and Tony Dela Cruz. 

"The Giants, on the other hand, have yet to show the all- 
around toughness that carried the team to the No. 1 seed. 
ingat theend of the eliminations. 


Valencia, Pagadian level series 


OZAMIZ CITY—VALENCIA DOWNED DEFEND- 
ing champion Ozamiz Cotta, 81-75, the 
night and sent their best-of-three 
son semifinal series to the limit in the 2006 Guer- 
тето Brandy-NBC national basker 
onship at the бок Angel M 

‘The Golden 
force the winner 
cagers had prevailed, 86-83, in the opener 


оуоа-Пойо Warriors, 80-76, to also even their 
separate best-of-three series. 


паи 0. Ramagu Sage 
OZAMIZ 75—822 8, Bre 17, Guerro 12. langa 10. 

Moro 6 Gran S Sep, Lungo Caan, bog 
rer: 12-18 96-9, 68,8175 


‘Composure also proved crucial for San Miguel as the. 
т Beermen withstood Red Bulls rally from 19 points down 
to level their series after two games. 


June Navarro 


Berami, a 6-foor-3 forward from Holy Cross 
College-Davao, scattered a game-high 23 poins 
and grabbed 11 rebounds as Valencia of Mayor 
Jose Galario Jc bucked the experience ofthe Oza- 
‘miz boys of Mayor Reynaldo Parojinog. 

Over in Pagadian Ску Explorers repulsed the 


PAGAOIAN в0—М=аз 25, Daia 2 Naron 12, Gatto 

12 An Oris 5, Oso 5, Std, Pamaran Sco. 
TOYUD-LOLD Té Bags 2, Sanz 12, Leoni 12, Sn- 

оз Seir Bassa S Sci 2 Sraon 2, Pomi 2. 
savers 25:19, 46-41, 8560, 8078 


ORIGINAL LEFT HAND DRIVI 
in almost brand new condition. 
2263 Jose Abad Santos Avenue, Tondo Manila 
сап: 254-9404, 254-9397 Fax: 253-0709) 


уо 7. Abangan ang Pagsibol ng isang Tunay na Makabayan. 


Alamin sa www.makabayan.info 


куйт Tend 


1really like the design; it's both elegant and sporty. 
It's just the car you'd want to be seen driving in. 


Call for Entries 


Deadline of submission: Aug. 3-Bulk Plants 
‘Aug. 10- Project Secretariat 


Painting and Photography Competition 


Carlo Roco 
Student 


Prices start at PHP 799,000 
CoL 889 FORD to test drive the rali- red Ford Foc today. 


——— o 


6th National Student 
Art Competition. 
169 
RRTPETRON 
Tue} Creativity. 
- PETRON 


Fuel Success 


зн Fordetalls og on to www aitpetron.com 
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nq SS PORTS = 
Manipol rips women's 5,000 RP mark 


PALAYAN CITY—VETERAN MERCEDITA MA- 
pol gifted the 2006 Milo National Athletes 
‘Open with is first Philippine record yesterday in 
gominating the women's 5000 meters at the 
Kieva Ecija Sports Center here. 

The winner of the 10,000 meters gold in the 

3005 Southeast Asian Games, was unchallenged 
in clocking 16 minutes and 5440 seconds to 
erase Arsenia Sagara’ old mark of 17:15.00 set 
Ане 1991 Open in Pampanga. 

“Technical chief Ben Siva Neto confirmed the 


record despite the absence of an electronic timer 
Sagaray's record run was also hand-timed. 

‘Liza Yambao finished more than three minutes 
behind Manipol, with Christy Sevillano of Cebu 
City placing third in 19:14.90. 

Mary Grace Milgar won the women's 400-me- 
ter hurdles for the six straight year in the event 
backed by the provincial government of Nueva 
Ecija, AMA Computer University Petron, Globe, 
Fontana Leisure Resort and Creativity Lounge. 

Michael Embuedo of the Air Force ruled the 


mens 10000 їп 45:4400 while Hany Jane 
Delpin of Capiz topped the ladies race in 42:138. 

Exploiting the abience of Marestela Torres, 
Singaporean Anastasia Goh Xusi captured the 
women's long jump gold with a leap of 5.68m. 

Also scoring for the foreigners were Lin Chia- 
ying of ChineseTaipei, who ruled the women's 
shot put with a heave of 14.69m, Ahmad Firdaus 
Salim of Malaysia, who topped the tripie jump by 
dearing 15.78m, and Taiwanese Chen Yu-hsun, 
who topped the women's javelin in 48.53. 
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Tanpinco, Roberto hurdle 
US matchplay opponents 


ANYA TANPINCO AND LORA ROB- 
епо hurdied their respective rivals 
to reach the last 32 of the matchplay 
event in the 106th National Ama- 
teur Golf Championships of the 
Women's Westem Golf Association 
in Bluefield, Virginia, Wednesday. 
Tanpinco held off Marianne Tow- 
етеу of Pebble Beach, California, 2 
and 1, to arrange a last 32 match 


with Morgan Olds, who disposed of 
Kristen Polanski, 3 and 2, in their 
‘own side ofthe duel 

Robeno beat Florida's Tyrene 
Metzendorf, 3 and 2, to set up a 
clash with Frederique Bruel, a 4and 
3 winner over Britany Johnston. 

Reigning RP Ladies Open champ 
Debbie de Villa Iost to Sara Ovadia, 
Sand 2, in the first round. 


to see action 
in Jones Cup 


By June Navarro 


WITH THE SEASON COMING TO A CLOSE, THE NATIONAL BASKET- 
ball team composed of Philippine Basketball Association players tries 
каде йз act together anew with an eye оп a possible stint in the Asian 
Games in December. 


“Coach Vincent “Chot” Reyes of the ongoing Gran Matador 


‘and the Nationals will йу to Chi- 
nese-Taipei on July 7 in time for 
the Jones Cup, an annual tourna 
ment featuring some of the finest 
squads in Asia, Europe and the 
United States. 

Leading the Nationals are Asi 
“Taulava, Jimmy Alapag and Rer 
тел Ritualo of Talk ‘N Text; Nino 
Canaleta, siblings Ranidel and 
Yancy de Ocampo of Air21 and 
Coca-Cola's Billy Mamaril, Dei 
nis Miranda and Rafi Reavis. 

“Joining them are top amateur 
players Arwind Santos of Magno- 
ба and LA Tenorio of Harbour 
Centre, the Finals MVP of the re- 
cently concluded Philippine Bas- 
ketball League Unity Cup. 

A slot in the team was left va- 
cant for either James Yap of Pure- 
fgods or Alaska’s Willie Miller, 
Sho are playing in the semifinals 


Joe de 


left in a hn 
team lost 


Reyes 


Red Bull 
the PBA PI 


game agai 
selection. 
Known 


the RP teas 
Exhibit 


FEU, Archers 650 grab Futsal lead “sis: 


SESTEASTERN UNIVERSITY AND ARCHERS 
680, а team comprised of forme La Salle boot 
аф, scored lopsided wins over the weekend to 
b into share of the lead in women's play of 
2006 Adidas Futsal Championship at the 
ТУМАС Gym in La Salle Green Hill Mandaluyong 
‘Relying on the steady performances of Stella 
Мода and Ruchell Latap, the Lady Tamaraws 
rubbed Los Borrachos, 7-1, even as the Archers 
650 whipped the University of Asia & the Pacific, 
641, to cinch their second wins in the three 
month long tournament sponsored by Adidas in 
cooperation with the National Capital Region 
Fobtball Association (NCREA). 


p ogg 


ТЗТ 


A Sis, 


Brandy PBA Philippine Cup. 


the PBL was supposed to play but 


Caguioa but the Barangay Gine- 
bra star begged off to allow a cou- 
ple of minor injuries to heal after 
the Gin Kings got booted out by 


Prior to the Jones Cup tourna- 


tional squad will play a tuneup 


the US NCAA selection will arrive 
а day before testing the mettle of 


‘Vance of Toyota-Otis in 


uf for the US after his 
to Harbour Centre in 


the PBL tite series. 


also picked Mark 


in the quarterfinals of 
hilippine Cup. 


ment, slated July 8-16, the na 


inst a touring US NCAA 


as Athletes in Action, en 
tional team, 
im on July 3. sioner Noli Eala. 


Чоп games against the 


Intheonlyother ladies match, La Salle slipped 
past Vintage, 6-3, for its first win in two matches. 

‘Ateneo, meanwhile, outclassed Pagcor, 6-1, for. 
its second win, tying Xavier Alumni for the lead in 
the men's second division (Group A). Archer Luce 
dealt Thonburi FC its second loss with a huge 9-2 
vicory in the men's second division B. 

Ninobla stared things going for FEU with a 
goal righe in the third minute, and added three 
more to cap another impressive stint, while Latap 
chipped in rwo goals. 

The Archers 650, meanwhile, drew three goals 
from Candice Grey and two more from Stella 
Valdez to stamp their class against UABP 


Lebanon and Chinese-Taipei na- 
tional teams are also scheduled 
for the RP team late next month 
before they compete in а four-na- 

tion tournament in Doha, Qata 
staring on Aug. 3 where they 
‘could size up the Lithuanians, Ko- 

reans and Qatar's national squac 

“it (the Doha tournament 
sends a strong message to the Fi- 
ba (International Basketball Fed- 
jon) that other countries are 
willing to compete with 
said PBA commis- 


"1 hope they (Fiba officials) 


will consider our appeal (to lift 
the Fiba suspension on the Philip- 
pines) to formally kick off the 
countrys long-term basketball 


iba banned the country 
last year from all its sanctioned 
tournaments following the 
Philippine Olympic Committee's 
expulsion of the Basketball Asso- 
ciation of the Philippines. 
Meanwhile, Sta. Lucia Realty 
will see action in the Sultan's Cup 
in Brunei next month while Air21 
plays in the Hong Kong super- 
league right after the Jones Cup. 


na- 
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FILIPINO SETS ASIAN RECORD: Eddie Torres, the all-time strongest Filipino, successfully squats 683 Ibs. at the recent 2006 Asian 
Power-ifting Championships in Taebaek, South Korea, breaking the old record of 672 Ibs. which he himself set last year. Torres, backed 
by Sports Nutrition International (SNI), Whey Protein and Zest Gym, bagged 3 gold medals, besting powerlifters from other Asian 
‘countries in all weight categories (squat, dead-lift and bench-press total) to lift the heaviest total of 1675 Ibs. 


SPORTSWATCH 
Sales wins Olympic fest golf in playoff 


GARY SALES HIT A PERFECT DRIVE AND THEN SET HIMSELF UP FOR A ТАРАН 
Бие in a playoff with jungoter Wolen Superal to bag the gold medal in the first 
Philippine Olympic Commitee (POC) Festival golf tournament at the Vilamor Golf 
Club Wednesday. The two finished at 152 in the 36-hole tournament. Sales also 
‘ook ow-gross honors in Class А of the event backed by Harbour Centre. Superal 
sete for te Class А net plum with 148. Joe Pla paced second with 161 (60), 
three shots ahead of Michael Bibat. Col. Ismael Abad took the low-gross ein se- 
‘nior play with 155 after a 76. Dan Samson won net honors with a 60-119. Crystal 
‘Superal captured the women's crown with a 155 (80), while Jun Lambino topped 
146 claim the Cass B net crown. Edwin Galvez ruled Cass C with 132 atr a 66. 


BF Resort paces intervillage golf 

ED CABRERA AND LOUIE BUSTAMANTE CAME THROUGH WITH 39 POINTS 
ach ме Fred Suarez tossed in 38 as BF Resort Vilage pooled a 293 and pulled 
ола seven-point victory over Cinco Hermanos Monte Vista and San Lorenz in 
he frst round of tne Nokia 3 elms f the 2006 Nokia Cup interage golf ouma- 
теп at Forest His in Antipolo Tuesday. Gen. Jose Lalsan made a 37 whe Rupert 
Bayeco Ато Juralon and Herry Media sach fred 35 points for ВААУ Golfers 
Association, which opes to sustain ts run но the final 18 holes ofthe 38-hole 
quaes or Jy 10 at Valey or a crack at he crown. Jerry Tanchuan carded 32 
points under the Stableford scoring system to complete BF Resort Vilage’ scor- 
їр the 124о-рау. 6 to-coun format evert sponsored by Nokia and organized 
‘by Videocom to foster camaraderie among the goling vilages in tne metropolis. 


Pasay 4-cock derby kicks off today 

PRIZED GAMEBIRDS WILL BE AELDED TODAY IN A 4-COCK DERBY AT THE 
Pasay Cay Cockpit with Sagupaan Complexor 3000 as sponsor, The frst of at least 
‘TO gis the Geroy that Sakes P300.00 starts at 5 pm. ай host Danny Alejo. 
Messe зе venoes management said hat P2 millon wil be up for grabs in 
the POC 20h Anniversary 5-cock derby slated July 24, 26 and 28. Pi manager Er- 
їс беа Rosa said two-point scorers n e eirrinatons on July 24 and 26 wil geta 
10.000 bonus each For eques, cal 45-1890, 643-1746 or 16-6780. 


Amateur boxing goes to Mindanao 
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‘THE STATE OF AMATEUR BOXING IN THE. 
‘county is hard to explain. There is no ques- 
tion that amateur boring is one sport that is 
best suited for Filipinos because there is no 
height advantage. But how come it is not 
overflowing with corporate sponsors unlike 
basketball, a tall man's game, where our 
‘chances of winning intemational glory in par- 
ticular an Olympic gold, are nil? 

‘Sil, Amateur Boxing Association of the 
Philippines president Manny Lopez is not 
throwing in the towel. Instead of depending 
оп the Philippine Sports Commission for aid, 
Lopez has repeatedly tapped the private sector 
to get amateur boxing going. However, he has 
a problem gettin the sponsors attention. 

‘Amateur boxing won the most number of 
Olympic medals in the history of Philippine 
sports dating back to 1932 in Los Angeles 
where Cely Villanueva won the bronze medal. 

1п 1964 when Abap was then headed by the 
late Eugenio "Gene" Puyat, Celysson—Amtho- 
ny Vilanueva—won the silver in the Tokyo 
Games after losing a close and controversial 
decision to Russian Borislav Stepashkin. 

‘Leopoldo Serantes won a bronze in 1988 in 
Seoul; Roel Velasco won another bronze in 
1992 in Barcelona and Roel's younger broth- 
er— Mansueto “Onyok” Velasco—won the sil- 
verin 1996 in Adanta. 

Former Abap president and Manila Mayor 
Mel Lopez auzibuted the success of amateur 
boxing in the Philippines to the generous sup- 
роп of sports patrons like SMC boss Eduardo 
“Danding” Cojuangco, plastics king William. 
Garchalian, spons fisherman VicVi Villavi- 
‘cencio of the Triple V Group of Companies, 
Emeso Yu of Family Rubbing Alcohol, ТУ 
mogul Bobong Velez and the Lopez-owned Pa- 


CLEAN LIVING 


oy 
Manolo R. Iñigo M tec 


fic Concrete Products and Pacific Heights. 

“Our boxers are no longer like robots," the 
elder Lopez said in a phone interview. “They 
are now like the Cubans when it comes to 
technique, power and durability” 

"The Cubans have dominated Olympic box- 
ing and the World Championships for the past 
several decades. When Onyok Velasco won the 
siver in Adanta, his coach was Cuban Raul Li 
тапта. But hiring a Cuban boxing coach is very 
expensive, Lopez added, suessing that the 
Cubans’ asking price is about P200,000 а 
month. 

At present, the Abap is conducting a grass- 
тооз development program, specifically in 
Mindanao. The program was launched some 
years back in Davao City with local officials ed 
by Rep. Manuel Gara and Mayor Rudy 
Duterte supporting the youth-oriented project. 


JEERS: Its very seldom to see Red Dumuk, 
who is supposed to be a leve headed spon of- 
iil and Asian Games Task Force member, 
lose his cool. But it happened just recently at 
the Philippine Olympic Commitee office atthe 
RMSC administration building. Falling to get 
his copies of thar days newspapers, Dumuk 
berated а woman employee, banged at the 
table and then left in a huff, | was old there 
was not even a budget for the papers that day, 
So why on earth did he get so very upset? 


Cuevas, Standard Today sports editor, writes 30 


ROBERTO CUEVAS. VETERAN NEWSMAN AND 
sports editor of Manta Standard Today. ded of heart 
‘tack at the De La Salla University Hosptal in Das- 
mariñas, Cavte, yesterday morning. He was 68. 
Cuevas let behind wite Agapta, son Robert “Bobet” 
‘and ve grandchildren. Cuevas, who took up pre- 


lw studios at UST, started his journalistic career 
wit the Mania Chronicie in he 1950s. He also 
Served as sports editor for the Manila Times and the 
фишка Dally Express during tne Martial Law years. 
Не was twice president ol tho Philippine Sportswt- 
rs Associaton Interment wil be announced later. 
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AREVALO (center) with Valdez (left) and Hodges. 


Young Abby Arevalo 
goes all tbe way 


QUINCY, ILLINOIS—PAY DIRT. 
‘Abby Arevalo of the Philip- 
pines held off the world’s best 
іп her division Wednesday af- 
temoon, shooting another ea- 
gle-aided 3-under-par 31 for a 
four-stroke victory in the 6-7 
years bracket of the prestigious 
Pepsi Little People's golf cham. 
plonship at the Knights of 
Columbus layout here. 

"The victory was а great reward. 
forall the time the seven-year-old 
putin training under dad Tony for 
most of the past year after nar- 
тойу losing to American Claire 
Hodges in the Junior Worlds at 
Colina Park 

A secondgrader at the 
Southville International School in 
Таз Pinas, Abby who posted а 
two-day total of 62, gunned down 
‘an eagle 2 at the 130-yard fourth 
hole afer landing her driver with- 
ina pin ofthe hole 

Her putt ignited a raucous cele- 
bration from the small Philippine 
delegation that is also priming up 
for the Junior Worlds in various 
courses in San Diego next month, 


Diana Camila Valdez of Puerto 
Rico assembled a 32 and nipped 
reigning world champion Hodges 
for second place in sudden death. 
‘The Puerto Rican and Hodges 
shot a 30 for 66 like Valdez. 

Abby who also had three 
birdies against two bogeys in the 
final round, now trains her sights 
оп another high-level tuneup 
event, the Country Youth Classic 
at Bloomington-Normal nex 
week, before debuting in Class E. 
in San Diego. 

“She was so focused, especially 
after seeing Claire (Hodges) in 
the field,” dad Tony, who caddied 
for two of his kids in the tourna- 
ment, said over the phone. "It was 
а great victory attributed to hard. 
work and we offer it to the Philip- 
pines and all the junior golfers 
ack home." 

Ау older brother Anthony 
finished fourth in the boy? 9-10, 
in a tie with former winner AR 
Ramos. Felicia Medalla also land: 
ed fourth in thegiris'9-10,won by 
Mexican Maryrose Navarro, after 
a second round 40 for 77. 


Del Rosario settles for 3rd 
in tough Thai jetski series 


YASOTHON, THAILAND—TOP 
FILIPINO jetski rider Раш del 
Rosario captured third place re- 
cently in the third leg of the 2006 
"Thailand National Tour here. 

Del Rosario said it was the tough- 
estrace he has endured in his career 
with the racetrack short and fast 
and the backmarkers unyielding, 

Carrying the colors of Team 
Flamingo owned by the 
renowned Henry Knauf, Del 
Rosario wound up next to Thai 
word champion Ekchon 
Kingchansil and second-placer 
Chaovalít Cucharoon. 

His effort moved De Rosario to 
third overall in the series. 

“Tt was really hard since you 
had to deal with limited move: 
ments on the course which really 
pushed the riders’ versatility, 


strategy and skills to the limit no 
matter how powerful your boat 
was, said Del Rosario, who is 
backed by Petron Corp., Manila 
Cordage, Stoked inc, Playboy Ap- 
parel, Quakeysense Wetsuits of 
Japan and Networx Jetsports 

Del Rosario crashed with a 
Japanese rider in the first leg in. 
Phuket, leaving the Filipino's 
jetski damaged. 

In the second leg in Chonburi, he 
‘was running second in the third 
heat when a big wave sent his craft 
flying into the ait. 

Del Rosario checked in second in 
Yasothon after passing Chaovalit 
with three laps to go. The Filipino 
‘wound up third in heats 2 and 3 af- 
ter overcoming the backmarkers 
who would not give way to him 
Chaovalis and Ekchon. 


Subic showdown tomorrow 


SUBIC—THE TOP TITLE CON- sweep in the premiere Expert Un- 
tenders are bracing for another limited 1200 dass. 
showdown in the championship Del Rosario swept the past two 
round of the 2006 Petron Nation- legs for a perfect 100 points. But 
al Jetski Series tomorrow at the three other riders John Dee of In- 
Subic Waterfront Beach, tex Marketing and Devt Corp. and 
Fifty or so entries, including visit- Networx Jetspors teammates BJ 
ing riders from the Holo Watercraft Апа and Michael Mangio could stil 
‘Association and the Davao Jet pulla surprise. 
‘Sports Assocation, will plunge into Dee is second overall with 86 
action. points while Ang and Mangio fol- 
‘World jetski runner-up Paul del low with 82 and 72, respectively. 
Rosario, fresh from his third place Del Rosario is also eyeing the 
finish in the Thailand Nat Stand-up title against Carlo Gar- 
is tipped to take the Rider of the cia and Dee, and the Open Sport 
Year Award as he guns for another crown against Isip. 
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MEGA SALE! 
on June 30, 2008 - STARTS AT 8:30A.M. SHARP 
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Wade feels weird. 
as ‘Air Apparent. 


DWAYNE WADE GREW UP LIKE A LOT OF 
kids with a basketball in his hands and a 
hoop never more than a 3-point shot away. 
He wanted to be Michael Jordan, 

“I remember when the Bulls won their 
first championship, sitting at home on ту 
floor watching the games. And then Jor- 
dan did his shot, the famous shot. 1 went 
right in the backyard, turned the lights on 
and couldn't do it myself," he recalled. "1 
had no athletic ability.” 

‘That was the 1991 NBA finals. Wade was 9 
years old. It was probably the first time — but 
hardly the last — he realized the comparison. 
would never be exact. That didn’t stop others 
from anointing the slender kid with the un- 
canny ability to get up off the floor as the lat- 
estin along line of "Air Apparents." 

Which may be why the best thing that ever 
happened to Wade was playing for a coach 
who wasn't easily impressed. After the Heat 
Tode Wade's coattails one final time on Tues- 
day to claim their first championship, some- 
One asked Pat Riley whether he'd ever seen. 
‘anybody зо good so early in his career. 

“Yeah,” he replied without hesitation. "I 
mean, he's good. 1 love Dwyane and I don't 
‘want to disrespect his development. But 1 
watched Michael when he was young. | 


watched Magic and Larry” 

Riley has had a front-row seat on NBA 
benches long enough that perspective might 
be his strongest suit. He's won with the best, 
and been burned by them more times than he. 
cares to remember. Its why he didn't have to 
think long to recall an even better playoff de- 
but than Wade's, including the crowning 
achievement of finals MVE 

Riley was a Lakers assistant when Magic, 
all of 20, moved from the backcourt into the 
centerump circle for Game 6 of the 1980 
championship, filling in for the injured Ka- 
eem Abdul-Jabbar. Forty-two points, 15 re- 
bounds, seven assists and three steals later, 
Johnson became the first rookie ever to be 
named МУР Small wonder Riley wanted to 
steer the conversation in a different direc- 
tion, 

“Dwyane is who he is,” the coach added. 
“His signature is ай over this league.” 

‘Wade's signature was all over Game 6, too, 
but like Magic, his numbers — 36 points, 10 
rebounds, five assists, four steals and three 
blocks — only hint at how special a player 
he's become. More revealing, Riley pointed 
out, was how the Heat's cadre of veterans 
kept looking to Wade for leadership. 

Shaquille O'Neal, Gary Payton, Antoine 
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WADE: They had so much respect for hi 
‘Walker, Alonzo Mourning — each was gõod 
enough to be The Man at some other time in 
зоте other town. Yet there was never ány 
squabbling and even fewer doubts about 
whose hands they wanted the ball in whe 
the game was on the line. {> 
"They had so much respect for him because. 
they trusted him," Riley said. "They trusted 
that he wasn’t for himself, only, they trusted 
that he was all about winning. And a team of 
veterans can turn over something to him 
that’s that valuable to them because they 
know he's going to deliver.” AP 


JUNIOR SUMMER BASKETBALL LEAGUE 


Season 3 


Ketley Villar 
Alex Torres 
Darwin Lunor 
Terrence Mustre 
Jerome Naval 
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‘TODAY'S MATCHES 
Czech Repub i 
Ghana vs USA: Japar vs бай; 
eL nata ve Austria” 
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Portugal claims top spot; 
Argentina duplicates feat 


BERLIN—PORTUGAL BEAT MEXICO, 
2-1, with goals from Maniche and 
Simao Sabrosa in a frantic clash in 
Gelsenkirchen on Wednesday, seal- 
ing top spot in Group D and extend- 
ing a World Cup record for their 
coach. 

Mexico, who missed a penalty and 
played the last half hour with 10 men, 
also qualified for the last 16 when An- 
gola, who needed a big win over Iran 
to stand a chance of going through, 
could only manage а 1-1 draw with 
Iran in Leipzig. 

Argentina clinched first place in 
Group C when they held the Dutch 
who qualify behind them on goal dif- 
ference, to a flat goalless draw in 
Frankfurt 

The match, a re-run of the 1978 fi- 
nal, had been eagerly awaited but it 
proved disappointing, with both sides 
resting a number of players. 

"Tm not really satisfied,” said 
Dutch captain and goalkeeper Edwin 
van der Sar “We wanted to win the 
group. But I think Argentina made it 
Quite difficult for us." 

Argentina will take on Mexico in 
the last 16 on Saturday in Leipzig 
Portugal will face the Dutch the fol- 
lowing night in Nuremberg. 

Portugal's success provided a 10th 
successive victory for coach Luiz Fe- 
lipe Scolari, who led Brazil to World 
Cup glory four years ago with seven 
straight wins. 

“Ten wins in the World Cup is the 
kind of thing that would mark any- 
body's life, especially mine,” the 
Brazilian said. 


iche put Portugal ahead witha Thar 
long-range 
‘Simao rattled in from the spor. 
Jose Fonseca headed one back and 
Mexico should have equalized when 
Omar Bravo blazed a penalty over the 
bar. They then had Luis Perez sent off 
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Genetic Baldness: 
An Unwanted Inheritance 


If you have a history of baldness in the family, there 


is a big chance that you may end up losing your hair 
as well. Baldness can sometimes be a genetically 
predisposed condition, making it an inevitable diffculty 
for most men. It leads to problems such as stress 
low self-esteem and depression. It does not just 
become a physical problem but an emotional one. 
Stop the cycle now and get help from Svenson. The 
Cosmetic Transdermal Reconstruction is the solution 
for baldness. It will recapture the look of thick natural 
healthy hair. You'll feel younger, look better and 
definitely be more confident. 


Call Svenson today for your free consultation. 


МАКАТ! TOMAS MORATO 


ALABANG 
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with one. 


US players 


left Portugal top with nine 
points, Mexico second with four, An- 
gola third with two and Iran bottom 


Iran's governmental Physical Edu- 
cation Organization sacked the head 
of the football federation and apolo- 
gized to the nation after the first 


round exit. Reuters 
Fita World Cup on Sportplus 
1 am—Portugal vs Меш; 4 
am.—Netherlands vs Argentng;t pm —iron 
vs Angola; 4 pum—Wory Coast vs Serbia & 
Montenegro {repay tomorrow @ 1 m; 10 
p.m —Canch Republic vs пау 


confident 


of breakout vs Ghana 


NUREMBERG-—UNABLE TO SCORE IN TWO 
World Cup starts and facing a mustwin 
match against Ghana, US players are 
nonetheless confident in their ability to final- 
ly find a way to finish here Thursday. 

The Americans need a victory to have 
any chance of advancing from Group E into 
the knockout stage. They would also need 
an Italy victory over the Czech Republic ora. 
high-scoring triumph to boost their goal 
difference total. 

"This team has done it before. We know 
we can break out and have a game where 
we score a few goals," US captain Claudio 
Reyna said. 

“Hopefully chis is the one." No US men's 
team has ever scored more than three goals in. 
a World Cup match and since a stunning 1950 
upset of England, the Americans are 3-12 
with three drawn in World Cup matches. 

This US team has managed only one shot 
оп goal and its lone tally in а 1-1 draw with 
Italy came from an Azzurri own-goa 

But US attackers showed some Ше 
against Italy before two red cards kept 
them back 

“If we can do it against Italy, one of the 
great defensive teams in the world, it gives 
us confidence the chances will be there,” 
Reyna said. 

"The crosses have to be a bit better. We 
have to get a few more bodies in the box. 


We have to get a few more on target and 
make the goalies work. Set pieces and 
crosses are going to be a big way for us to 
create chances. 


Ed 


Zee 


AN ELEPHANT kicks the ball during а 
friendly match against Rajabhat Ayuthaya 
University team in Ayuthaya province north 
of Bangkok on Thursday. The match was held 
asa campaign against gambling during the 
2006 World Cup. ГА 
“What we need to improve on is ће last 
ball, the last shot. It’s that last little piece 
that's missing.” AFP 


FRIDAY, JUNE 23, 2006 


By Marine! R. Cruz 


OOD NEWS FOR YOUNG 
filmmakers. ABC 5 is con- 
sidering giving grants to di- 

rectors of documentaries or short 
films through its weekly TV pro- 
gram "Dokyu: Ang Bagong Mata ng 
Pinoy Documentaries." 

"According го Dodge М. Dilague creative direc- 
tor for “Dokyu,” the show is pushing through with 
its plan to fund documentaries as soon as it re- 
ceives the go signal from nerwork bosses. 
"This is the next level for Dokyu,” Dilague told 
Inu Entertainment during a visit to the ABCS 
обсез in Novaliches, Quezon City: “We've aired 
ore than 50 documentaries, mostly of students, 
amateurs and professionals. While we show an 
average of only two documentaries per episode, 
the show gers almost a hundred entes awe" 

"обуш" now on is fith season, was designed 
to bea venue for students and first time тах 
© to showcase their work Starting July 27, the 
program wil also air shore fims. 


Screening 

Dilague said a shemember commitee was 
formed t choose the best documentaries for TV 
items of quai technical abiiy and story The 
Commitee comprised of the show's excute 
produces conss of the head iter directos ае. 
ve dicor and the networks chief af news and 
табаа 

Dilogue showed bomen Exteainment is 
news and publie affairs (NEA) ofice where hun- 
‘dreds of emis n VCD, DVD and Betamax for- 
mai weresored 

"iles are fom provinces such as Bicol, Сеи, 
Bacolod, Davao and Baguio” he sid. We re 
ceived one from New York Ciy But weke sion. 
thelookout for more nereing materials” 

What does К wle fora piece o be aired оп 
"Doi? 

pl 
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The real score: 
Volante, Vicor 
and Villafuerte 


“HE ASKED TO BE RELEASED SO HE COULD 
continue working with Vicor Records," said 
Nyoy Volantes manager Hanzel Villafuerte, 
оп the news that che singer had sought the re- 
lease from his talent contract with Villa- 
fuerte's company, 7003 Dynamix Production. 

"He sald it was his parents’ decision. I hope 
they can handle his career well,” said Villa- 
fuerte. Nyoy's parents are now his managers. 

wouinen Entertainment obtained a copy of 
the letter of release dated June 8, signed by 
Villafuerte and Nyoy's parents, Oliver and He- 
len. Nyoy's contract with Dynamix expired on. 
March 15. 


Atodds 

А source close to Villafuerte said he is at 
odds with Steven Tan, president of Vicor, 
which produced Мусу three albums. 

Villafuerte didnt think Vicor promoted Ny- 
oys album well enough, the source said: 
“Hanzel was very hands-on. He even created 
the marketing plan for Nyoy’s first CD. АП Vi- 
cor did was host a standard album launch and 
one radio tour for each album. Whenever 
Hanzel pointed out to a lack of fallow: 
throughs, Vicor said he was too demanding." 

QUIEN tried to contact Tan, but he was 
ош of the country. Vicor marketing manager 
Jimmy Barinaga said it was Villafuerte who 
‘was often remiss in his job. 

Barinaga sald, “when Vicor 
was promoting Nyoys last album (ОРМ 
Klasik Hits), we had to cancel one mall show 
because of a schedule mix-up.” 

Fixing it 

Villafuerte said it had been a year since the 
release of "Klasik," ond Nyoy was eager to 
Work on another. (The singer signed with Vi 
torin April 2003.) "Vicor told him they star 
on the fourth album only if he asked to bere 
leased from Dynamix,” said the manager. 

Barinaga denied ths. " was Nyoy’s par 
ents who came to us twa weeks ago,” he said. 
“They volunteered to fix what they said need. 
ed to be fixed.” 

“Okey lang” said Villafuerte. "My only con 
solation is that Nyoy left my company while 
he's stil on top.” Marinel R. Crus 
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CALL: 937.6498 


Posible na ‘yan sa 
FREE Cars downloads 
MWGLOSE only from Globe! 


Rev up your phone and get a FREE CARS download 
everyday for 10 days when you activate your new 
Globe Prepaid SIM or load a callcard to your prepaid 
account from June 1-30, 2006. 


< Calicard should be worth 100, P300, P500 or P1,000. 

* Initial FREE download will be sent to the subscriber within 10 days 
from activation of a Globe Prepaid SIM or crediting of load to an active 
Globe Prepaid account via callcard. 

See flyers for details. Per DT-NCR Permit No. 1460, Series of 2006. 


ZR, Can't remember keywords? -AskG na ‘yan! 
Jj) That's 2754 (A-S-K-G) on your keypad. 


Ex. MYMP ringback to 2754 « Rate: P1 for every successful reply- 


twate MMS and GPRS on your phone now! 
Text GO to 2951 to get your MMS phone settings. This s free of charge. 
Upon receipt of the settings, save them on the phone. 
Send a local MMS message for only P5.00 to activate the service, 
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Catch the Cineplex Special 


You can get your movie tickets now 
for “ Superman Retums " 
Showing on June 28, 2006 
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SCARY MOVIE 4 


Docus sometimes promote а group. 
students, dapat malinis,” said Dil- We're very cautious.” mE 
gue “Secondly has to answer ^ Dilague said the progam was al- 
ско Бау Whats tabou? Why so looking но the poly of 


ing out awards for the best docu- 
ided: "Ifa docu is created by ries, 


professionals, we assume that its “Dokyu” airs from 10 to 11 pm. 
‘dean’ so we look at the story line. onABCS. 
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GLORIETTA TOWN 


Mitsubishi Motors Car Exhibit 


JAB Boxing Exhibit 
“une 22 to 26, 2006. 


“June 23 to 25, 2008 


ate а ТА RUE "ГБ ae 


AYALA CENTER MARKET! MARKET! 


1E SCARY MOVIE 4 cars 


PACQUIAO 


3 wusnavecves |4 a 


SCARY MOVIE 4 ‘THE NUN 


3 amourouso |4 тюшю |$ THELAKE HOUSE 


WITNESS ONE OF THE MOST DRAMATIC PERIODS OF CHANGE IN HISTORY... 
‘AMERICA’S SEXUAL AWAKENING 
Chris O° Dell Peter Sarsgaard Jona liter 
liam Neeson Laure Linney 


KINSEY ътт 


ona Tre Sony 
Let's talk about sex. 
NOW SHOWING EXCLUSIVELY AT GLORIETTA 4 & GREENBELT 3 CINEMAS 


MTRCB RATINGS: RESTRICTED 18/APPROVED WITHOUT CUTS 
q VARNING To THE Pusu COMTANS PEFASNE SEXUAL CONTDI слона GRAPH AGES AVO DESCAPTONS 


E лемалтау NOKIA (шт gfi м) 


BUY YOUR TICKETS МОИЛ 


Go FASTER THAN A SPEEDING BULLET» 
and visit our cinema ticket booths at 
GLORIETTA 4 , GREENBELT 3, 
ALABANG TOWN CENTER, MARKET! MARKET! 
& AYALA CENTER CEBU 


or log on to www.sureseats.com for web reservation 


OPENS JUNE 28 AT ALL Ayala 


MTRCB Mag: Generel дидек (Al Ags Ada) 


Nokia Interactive Program. 


Sony Summer Pleasures 2006 
Juno 24% 25,2006 


"une 19 to July 12, 2006 


ов 3 Camera Photo Exhibit by Filipinas Here. 
"wi Bony Ericsson. 
June 2312 July 2, 2008 
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M now accepting bookings for June to July 2006 
For inquiries, рі. cal 752-1352 or 757-3862 
Fron epa te Doveton коне & Syri in Philippi Ямде Ar 
“Opens Juna 20, 2006 
For inquiries, please cali 757-217 to 21 loc 29 or Visit www.syslamuseum org 
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‘SUPERMAN Returns is 
а crowd-pleasing take 


on the beloved Man 
of Steel 


| 
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The return 


By Ruel S. De Vera. 


‘TIS IRONY, NOT KRYPTONITE, 
Генев 
Superman. For all his storied 
powers, the Man of Steel is perhaps 
the most one-dimensional of protago- 
nists, a red white and.blue paragon 
ina black-and-white world. 
Ти в why 19785 "Super 


їп the middle of another super- 
heroic love triangle. The supporting 
cast is solid, particularly Sam Hun 
ington as the gee-whiz Jimmy 
Olsen; it's also geeky fun to see Kal 
Penn channeling "Evil Kumar" as 
Luthor henchman Stanford. 
‘Curiously, Singer reverses the course 
he took with unleashing “X-Men” and 
"X2: XMen United.” Working 


man The Movie” diced by REVIEW of а хр by "X2" serbes 


Richard Donner and featuring, in 

a star making tum, Christopher 

Reeve, was an exercise in aspi- 

rational fantasy featuring a 
metahuman messiah—and, for its time, 
groundbreaking special effec. Almost 
three decades hence, the bar for special 
effects has been raised to mesospheric 
heights and every moviegoer’s a cynic. 


Throwback 

Yet “Superman Returns” dreced by 
Bryan Singer X-Men" and "The Usual 
Suspect), is a throwback. It isnt so 
much a homage as а sequel to "Super 
тап N, not only continuing the tradition 
ofthe best Superman movie ever but al- 
‘So erasing fom movie continuicy the ter- 
ble "Superman Ш” and "Superman №. 
The Quest for Peace” 

The familiar opening credits give 
away the fact that so much of Superman 
Retums" is clearly inspired by Donne's 
movie, down to Clark Kent’ spit cur 
even employing bits of John Wiliams 
валі teme Singer pesews the 
mythology from those fist two movies, 
the same Superman essentials first 
dreamed up by Jeny 
Siegel and Joe Shuster 
in 1941s “Acton 
Comics #1.” 

Tn that same spirit, 
Singer casta newcom- 
e Brandon Routh as 
Clark Kenz/Superman, 
while relying on more. 
seasoned cast mates in 
Kevin Spacey (ex 


Michael Dougherty and Dan Har 
Tis, Singers "Superman Веит 
i an exuberant crowd-pleaser, 
offering just the thinnest of 


t0 showcase spectacular special ef- 
fects. You may have seen simulated flight 
before, but nothing quite like this. Neo, 


ROUTH as Kent/Superman 


flight 


eat your heart out 
A singe fun piot twist aside, precious 
lite has been done to update or akter Su- 
perman for а new audience. From the 
design aesthetic ro the plot ethic, “Super 
man Returns” is more a rerum to 1978. 
No Doomsday, no Superman Bhe, jast 
the lae Marlon Brando's cinematic res- 
штапа Jor-El. 
Uncomplicated 
That cookie c 
“Supe: 
light to y 
Christopher Nolan's 
gins," the movie that it will be m 
Often compared to. Bat it really is 
different. It has neither 
hodrama of “Batman” nor 
lemmas of Sam Raimis “Spider 
Man.” ws а straightforward, un- 
complicated and visually arresting 
nostalgia trip, back to when heroes 
are heroes, villains are villains and 
we want to believe men can still fiy 
“Thus “Superman Returns” is a reino- 
ducion and esablshes isef as a fl 
fledged celebration of what makes Su 
perman so iconic. “Superman Retums” is 
fot a movie for viewers seeking a newly 
forged Man of Steel Isa movie for those 
who want the old Man of Steel. Ез for 
those who want to be rescued. Passen- 
gers, please cue the music and enjoy the 
Tesco your fight. 


r aspect makes 


(Warner Bros’ “Superman Вешта" 
opens in Mero Manila theaters on June 
28) 


Luho) and Kate 
Bosworth (Lois Lane). 
Five years after leaving 
Metropolis, Superman 
rms (© find his 
adoptive father dead, 
los manied and a 
mother, and Luthor 
once again rich and 
out of prison. Even as 
Cark Kent wies to 
come to terms with a 
world that does not 
seem to need him, а 
conspiracy of events 
fores Superman 0 
facea familiar threat, It 
isthe prototypical Su- 
perman plot. 
Reincamation 
Despite the dui 
lenge of porraying DC 
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Comics" American 
icon, Routh succeeds in 
filing ош the les 
tharstelar redesigned 
costume very wel. His 
dark good looks and 

d build make him a 
pefex reincarnation 
Gf ihe Christopher 
Reeve powered Man of 
Steel. That being said, 


THE ONLY CINEPLEX 
INTHE COUNTRY 


BUY YOUR TICKETS IN ADVANCE AT GATEWAY CINEPLEX 10 + THE ONLY CINEPLEX IN THE COUNTRY 
BEFORE & AFTER THE MOVIE DINE AT OVER 300 FOOD OUTLETS AROUND THE CENTER 


Sessor Cin DEVO 


he really snot asked to 
do much here save to 
look good бушр 
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Bosworth is hamstrung 
from the — begin 
ning—she just looks 
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pects” mojo with his 
version of Gene 
Hackman’s goofier 
Luthor, adding а 


(Ац. cinemas 


startling if overact- 
ed psychotic side to 
the villain, As Lane's 
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Meryl Wears © 


the ‘fashionista’ 


evilwell 


Nico Marco of Quezon City: 
"Thanks for writing that column 
bout my idol, Madonna. Just a little 
tivi: Madonnas current favorite 
dancer is Flipino-American Cloud Cam- 
роз. He's been touring with the queen of 
op in her recent gigs, from ‘Live 8'to her 
Ongoing ‘Confessions’ tour. Madonna 
fans all over the world love Cloud!" 
lico added, “If you noticed а 
Japanese-looking guy in the show you 
Watched'and wrote about, that's Cloud. 
Ten so proud he's Pinoy!” 


‘Onty IN 
Ноцумоор 
Ruben V 
Nepales 


LE ANGELES—FROM READER 


+ We recently posed a question in this col- 
imn after Meryl Streep impressed us with 
Tir singing in “А Prairie Home Compan- 
ion": Is there anything this greatest actress 
cof our generation cannot do? The sublime 
thespian gave an answer in a recent press 
con 

T "Lots of things,” said Meryl. "There are 
any things 1 cant do anymore, just by 
virtue of my age.” Well, by virtue of her 
rénowned acting talents, she does it again 
їп the much-awaited fim adaptation of 
Tauren Weisbergers bestselling novel, 
“The Devil Wears Prada." Mery. is deli- 
ciously wicked as a fashion magazine edi- 
tòr reportedly patterned by Lauren after 
Vogue's Anna Wintour. 

Supposedly a thinly disguised ac- 
count of Lauren's actual stint as an assis- 
tant to Anna, whose nicknames at 
Vogue's office include “Nuclear Win 
tour,” "Frozen" and "Dragon Lady” “The 
Devil Wears Prada" shows Meryl finely 
essaying a character who is mean and 
sid at the same time. Anne Hathaway 
plays the hapless assistant to Meryl Mi 
Tanda Priestiy while Stanley Tucci is the 
gay sycophant. Rounding up the cast are 
Emily Blunt, Adrian Grenier, Simon 
Baker and Tracie Thoms. 

During the interview, Meryl wore a 
brown pantsuit by Valentino (not Prada), 
who has a cameo in the movie. 


Has Anna Wintour seen this movie? Did 
You meet her at the screening? 
Someone invited Anna to a benefit 
séreening. I wasn't in charge of the guest 
list I had trouble getting my own family in 
Gaughter). I don't know her and Thad nev- 
et mether [before the screening]. Anna sat 
a:couple of seats in front of me. We were 
frivoduced and she was very cordial. I 
have said this over and over: I didn't base 
my performance on her. don't really know 


‘anything about her. 


But what about the look? Who did you 
patternit after? 

The look that we chose for “Prada” was 
а combination of iconic women that I 
know in the fashion world—Liz Tilberis 
and Polly Mellon. I admire these women. 
We were also inspired by Carmen, a model 
whom they always get whenever they 
‘want an older, exquisite woman. She has 
this great swath of white hair that doesn 
look like anybody else's. 1 like the idea of 
choosing not to color your hair in an indus- 
‘uy where everything would scream at you 
to be youthful, to dye your hair It is the 
look that women in strong positions 
choose. They choose something that 
doesn't look like anybody else. For exam- 
ple, nobody looked like Diana Vreeland. 


Do you relish playing a strong woman 
who isnot too nice? 

Iris supposed to be fun to play a villain 
but! didn't see this person as а vilain. You 
cant really sit outside, judge them and 
play them effectively But this character 
was not that fun to play because she's basi 
cally a litle bit unhappy at the core. She 
took great satisfaction in her work, in how 
well she did professionally. But her satis 
faction is ultimately hollow. At home, she 
doesn't feel good. It is much more fa 

Yolanda, my character in "A Prairie 
Home Companion,” who is poor and has 
crappy clothes but she just loves to sing, 


loves to be in love and loves her daughter. 
‘Thats a more nourishing person to play. 
But this role is probably more fun to the 
audience. 


What does the greatest actress bring to 
this most difficult genre of comedy? 

‘Ab, well, youll have to ask her (laugh 
ter). 


How did you come out with just the 


Stanley Tucci was asked if he was intimi- 
dated, working with you. He said no, be- 
‘cause you were so accommodating 

‘Stanley just wants me on his charades 
team (laughing) because we play charades 
every New Years Eve. 1 have known him 
for years and usually, he is on the other 
team so he is being nice to me now (laugh- 
ing). Stanley is a wonderful acto. 


Do you think there are different stan- 
dards for men and women in top posi- 
Чоп? 

1 do think thar women are held юа differ- 
епс standard. Ive watched this movie several 
times now. The first time I watched i simply 
watched the move. The second time 1 
‘watched, I ied to imagine a man in my char- 
ace; who is maybe 627 tal, nice looking, 


‘This 
character is 
not all that 
fun to play 
because she is 
basically 
unhappy at 
the core’ 


graying hai delivering the lines almost exact- 
ly the same way that my character did and 
there would be absolutely nothing offensive. 
Women have to wrap their requests in а spe- 
cal package. In my observation, male direc- 
tors dont have to do that. Female directors 
have to present a request in a certain way. 


Speaking of directors, have you had un- 
pleasant experiences with some of 
them? 

Tn my experience, sometimes it has to 
do with their feeling of losing contr. 
They are obsessed with control, There was 
one director I worked with who tried to 
contol who the actors spoke with on the 
set. He made the request that the actors 
mot talk to each other unless he was in on 
the conversation (laughter). He wes very 
worried that something would be out of 
his control. So there was no life in his flm. 
The greatest directors, on the other hand, 
give you the illusion that it is all upto you 
and that whatever you want to do is fine. 
They give you complete freedom because 
they have faith. 


Do you expect star treatment on the 
зе? 

don't expect anything and generally, I 
dont get it (laughter). It doesnt interest 
me. 1 just like to work and 1 like to work 
with actors. Everybody figures that ош re- 
al fast. 1 do like to have a good time on the 
set and it was а litde bit difficult in this 
movie because it didn't help for me to pal 
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around with everybody off-screen. 1 
couldn't get too friendly because of my 
role. So 1 couldn't enjoy my favorite part of 
fAlmmaking—having a good time on the 
set-on this movie, That was isolating but I 
did it on purpose. 


You are obviously more interested in po- 
litical issues than fashion. But what do 
you advise your own daughters in this 
Society that puts too much emphasis on 
the body? 

am not completely objective about my 
daughters. They put on a Thin, they look. 
fantastic, and what can say Iis just their 
age. They are so beautiful but they think 
there is something dreadfully wrong with 
how they look. Maybe that is the function 
ofthe human condition but think it is re- 
inforced by the fashion magazines. I my- 
Self have fel that since I was а kid. I knew 
how inadequate those fashion pages made 
me feel. 501 have always tried to tell my 
daughters that it в what they do, not how 
they lock itis what hey do with their lives 
that count. But it is very hard in a culture 
that values only physical beauty. 


What exactly do you tell them? 

Itis very hard to move them off the sub 
ject of their hair laughter) or their shoes. 
"We just constantly talk about things that 
are happening in the world. They come 
‘over a certain hump which is adolescence. 
‘We've come through it a number of times. 
At the other end, a person emerges who is 
not just fixed on whether her pores show 
‘or not. Its like the chrysalis of adolescence 
which is sort of terrifying and itis all about 
being on self-guard, paranoia and their ap- 
pearance. But we try to emphasize on the 
other things in Ше. 


On а more superficial level then, tell us 
about your coset. 

We moved five times in the last six 
months. So over that time, 1 have really 
"de acqusitioned," I have to say Now it is 
down to stuff that I really love or got for 
free in the movie. I don't know about you 
butin my personal life, there are only three 
things thar I wear laughter). 


What are those three things then? 

A certain pair of jeans, a shirt and a jack- 
et. But still have things from college. I do 
have іл tragic (laughter). But 
now with the giris, they just go in, raid and 
pillage my closer because they think every- 
thing is vintage and adorable (laughter) 
Anyway, I can't fit into them anymore so it 
йе. 


Why do you fee motherly towards 
young actresses? 

T don't know how you could not be ex- 
cred by these talents. These three actress- 
s are jus gorgeous talents Anne Hath- 
away, Lindsay Lohan and Renee Zell- 
weger. They are beautiful actresses who 
are capable of a wide range of work. It is 
‘exciting to think what they will be able to 
do. think Lam interested in them because 
T have three daughters myself, Although I 
don't really feel motherly I feel that I am 
just interested in them. 


Are your daughters following in your 
footsteps? 

Чез. One of them isin a play that opened 
last night. She got a very good review in 
the New York Times. 


тй the columnist а 
rwnepales 5585 yahoo.com.) 


Miriam and Paolo 

Miriam Quiambao had joked 
and laughed with the enter 
ment press before she reported- 
ly got distressed and "walked 


Pogi, sa'n ang amo mo?’ 


COMPOSTELA VALLEY ВЕР 
Manuel "Way Kurat” Zamora 
must have gotten the shock of 
his life when he opened his door 
to the comic duo Maverick and 
Ariel for their show "Totoo ТҮ” 
on ABCS. 

The naughty Ariel Villasanta 
asked, “Pogi, sa'n ang amo mo?" 

Fortunately for Ariel—and 
the program—the congressman 
was a real sport. 


Hasselhoff 


ded do. 


SIMON Cowell and David 


‘Cowell's persuasiveness that he 

had signed on as a judge on 

“america's Got Talent,” a new 

ike reality show 

by the American Idol” guru. 
"He called п 


Crudup & Hawke 


NEW YORK—Billy Crudup, 
Ethan Hawke and Martha Plimp- 
ton form part of the cast of the 
New York production of "The 
Coast of Utopia,” Tom Stoppard's 
trilogy of plays lasting more than 
nine hours, it was announced 


Tuesday 


Utopia, directed by Jack 


O'Brien, stars with “Voyage,” 


opening 
“Shipwreck,” 


70:53 From cat to dog 


up and said, 


5, moves on to 
opening De 
and finishes with “Salvage,” $ 
opening Feb. 15. The engage- 
ment at the Vivian Beaumont $ 
Theater ends March 11.АР 


2, 


NEW YORK—William Tho- 
DU. mas Evans once played the 


KATIE Holmes and Tom Cruise 


nia—Joe Cocker sang, Litle 
Richard reminisced, and hun- 
dreds of friends and relatives of 
Billy Preston celebrated his mu- 
sical legacy during a funeral as 


‘would you do diet 1 4 Evans onc play 
said, 1 don't want to be a ч stis of OR Denneono- 
said deren 10 еа RUSHES? myina regional produc 
Den ies ши Youre funny 
bur te 3 

pow ome of show's 

Song with singer Brandy and 
British journalist and TV person- 
aliy Prs Morgan AP 


vibrant as Preston himself. 

Preston died June 6 in Scotts 
dale, Arizona, at age 59. The 
mourners also heard letters writ- 
ten by Paul McCarmey the 
Rolling Stones, Eric Clapton and 
others who toured and recorded 
‘with Preston. АР 


Voice for Tinker Bell 

NEW YORK—Acrress Brittany 
Murphy will be the Walt Disney 
Co.'s first-ever voice for Tinker 
Bell, giving the gift of speech to 
the precocious winged creature 
who until now communicated 
vin facial expressions and jin- 
sling. Reuters 


He wants 10 kids 

TOKYO—Holiywood super 
star Tom Cruise says he would be. 
happy to father 10 children after 
he and his fiancee Katie Holmes 
had their first baby girl. 

Cruise, 43, has two adopted 
children from a previous mar- 
TagetoNicoleKidman. АЕР 


ощ? of her own press confer- 
ence last week. 

Show biz writers repeated! 
teased her and “Pinoy Meets 
World” co-host Paolo Bediones 
by clinking their glasses, as in a 
wedding reception, to make the 
‘groom kiss the bride. The jester 
went home disappointed. 


Are they or aren’t they? 

SYDNEY—Apart from a brief 
statement confirming they are 
tying the knot, celebrity couple 
Nicole Kidman and Keith Urban 

4 have kept the wedding details a 
closely guarded secret. 

‘Says Naomi Watt, who jen 
in Wednesday for the pre 
ding bachelorette party, 
very excited for [Nicole]" B 
she added that she wasn't "at 
liberty” to discuss details. AFR 
AP 


1 PAOLO Bediones and Miriam м 
CATHERINE Zeta Jones 


Т Quiambao 


dogs 
tion. 

Tes more fun playing а dog,” 
seid Evans, who plays a mutt 


a pound awaiting adop- 
called Speagle in the off-Broad. 
way show “Tails” which opened 
in New York on Sunday. “It's very 

Reuters 


Hospital patron 

CARDIFE, Wales—Welsh-born 
actress Catherine Zeta Jones on 
Tuesday visited a children’s hos- 
i E pital i Cardiff that she has 
= helped raise money to build. 

“The Children's Hospital for 
Wales, the first hospital solely for 
children in the principality. 

Zeta Jones was accompanied 
by her husband, actor Michael 
Douglas. AP 
Simon says . 

NEW YORK—David Hassel- 
hoff blames it on pal Simon 


Preston remembered 


IBRITTANYMurphy млаз INGLEWOOD, Califor- 


NAOMI Watts 


ним ау umen - 
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back to theaters that screen Fl. hoped that this emphasis on ; gestes 
ipino productions lesson learned in maturity rather $- aS Mgr edem 
This week, Bong Revilla going thann callow youth can gve view: ЧЕ D NEM dae AMAN MORE 4 
comedyeromanceacton with Ya. ers fresh food for thoughe—and jp Bir id ї gE ‘ ment 
pag Tumibok ang Puso (Not Once, empethy eda =A 2224 
But Twice)" The movies mood re. Other new productions further ape 
Вес, not Bongs old action star expand the range of local flmmak- E : ies SE E | tum E Ра Сна. 
persona, but his alternative comedy ing today: “Sukob” is a chiller that L "WfiADt na e к 
mode on his TV siteom. reunites director Chito Войо and d. — 
Other fresh elements пілде his acres Kris Aquino. "Zsa Zsa П E 
first team-up with comedienne Аі Zaturnah" is the film version of a " ring Aa CS. 
j 
i 


est son їп the new "road" 


‘Aidelas Alas, and the initial screen komiks strip anda stage musical. 

appearance of current Ms Inema-  “Kubrador” zeroes in on ће 

tional titleholder, Lara Quigaman. country’s jueteng “culture.” "Oh, Ë 
"The movies plot is also differ- My Ghost” is a spoof of paranormal inefastandthefuridus сол 


ent: Bong's love, Lara, dies, and her ES 
кр TRIS ae | semall 7 
em nn ee Mme qa cibi BERT r meet GARFIELD mM ы ias 
АР Шош мша ; ^ in person! (ee e eem Jr 
Se MMC чин 5 catch the fattest fellne on the following dates: |" ga He - 
*" GREENHILLS C INEMAS. х ага 


teet sem ora aita майды ua t тонн JUNE 17 (Saturday) - 4:00 - 3:00PM өм NEM 


F * Fobinsons Pace Paneer ccs AN nor 
р= : menpa nso hi maaa 224 
"pues Robinsons Place DasmariAas seamr none | ott ow tenon 
EXE" ; JUNE 25 unda) -400 S00 = 


TOM P ie Тива. (Cinema 2000 Waltermart 

Ò` ; JULY 01 (Saturday) -4:00 - 5:00PM т 
Robinsons Place Imus „элетти 

J JULY 02 (Sunday) - 4:00 - 5:00PM mislio тусаа 
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NOW SHOWING at sun 
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PCE CEE TNE SLT TO CHANGE BOT FOOR NOTCE КУ CNEA Nas CAL. 722 UG. WITNESS ONE OF THE MOST DRAMATIC PERIODS - А Cinema 2000 Cinemagix |. 
зазазазвазазвазаз [EE OF CHANGE IN HISTORY... (irene) ваат 


MOSES М AMERICA’S SEXUAL AWAKENING iain | arama 


: МАЦ ACTIVITY CENTER 
HEC MTRCB назос ИА ‘coms ыл 
wow snowrne e cows | PERO 


00 Chris О! Dexaell Peter Sarsgaard Jeha Lithgew а " 
D d З 2 inem 200 Metretown 
Liam Neeson Laura Linney ha Tt 


PmoueNADEOREENLLE Filinvest | Jan 99 


FOR талаа e PEEIUIDON. АЗ САЦ 721 724 OF 7212838 Ki NSEY ыт stel 
ee —€— NET rera 2000 латат 
| CONTROVERSIAL Based on a True Sto! a ме i ик 
|А MUST-SEE MOVIE FOR BELIEVERS & NON-BELIEVERS : lid lm pee 
Lets talk арои зек л emen 
BASED ON DAN BURNSTEIN'S Занылатигтииивэ |} атаннын 

NO. 1 NEW YORK TIMES „е 
BEST-SELLER LT 
2 — А Mino romans rin 
TRUTH SS GLOBI аво nn 
oR — а Ун OMINATLO uen тоо ‚Шз 


LIES? Best Picture; DR 


IEEE aa Cinema 


é stmt ty en peace! 
solves out Bitty К 
the puzzles } 4 


and takes 


on the sterio 

controversies. mcam Lanas MoieCy 

= СЕ 

Li p 
|) 


опе film 


NOW SHOWING EXCLUSIVELY AT erm. TESS 


meon пе 


FROM 2-TIME ACADEMY AWARDS® NOMINEE ER GLORIETTA 4 & GREENBELT 3 CINEMAS —— 


JONATHAN STACK пешие 
MTRCB Rating: Restricted 18 (For Adults Only) | Approved Without Cuts 
CRETS mm 
= : 


WARNING TO THE PUBLIC: Film contains pervasive sexual content atc a 
TE XX E including graphic images and descriptions жаш 
тизин 

миз | 2 


ЕЯ 


1 
1 
3 
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MOVIES / SCHEDULES Г PRICES SURJECT 
ПО CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NO ICI 
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Sun is now BIGGER and BETTER, 
giving you more calls and texts. 
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We've more than doubled our 
network capacity and will continue 
to expand our coverage. 


Every year, we have been investing P 11 billion for more 
cell sites with even more capacity per cell site. As a result, 
our network capacity will increase to 6 million subscribers 
by year-end from 4 million subscribers now. Everyone can 
enjoy faster connections, best value products and services 
like 24/7 Call and Text Unlimited, 24/7 Text Unlimited 
and Daylite Call and Text Unlimited. 


Watch us get even BIGGER, when we expand to more parts 
of the Philippines. 


With more network capacity, WE CAN GIVE YOU MUCH 
BETTER SERVICES. 


Make that switch now! 
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CELLULAR 


Better network, better value. 
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PAPARAZZI SHOTS OF SECRET HONEYMOON! 

‘Arrehearsal for their planned life together is more like it. Real-life sweethearts Judy Ann Santos and Ryan Agoncillo 
topbill a forthcoming movie about newlyweds. Playing their parts to the hilt, they bring to the set three suitcases of 
clothes, foods galore, a microwave oven and their PlayStation Portable. More sizzling pictures in Sneak Peek, A3-2. 


CELLULAR 
PREPAID 


Here's how to enjoy Sun Sullt Calls: ous бй ОД PEO, 


z 1, Sun Cellular Prepald Subscribers may now enjoy one) hour 
of Loval Sun-to-Sun call for only P30 with Sulit Calls. 


1-to-Sun minutes when you 
combine Sun Sulit Calls with any of the following: 


Thats PO.50/minutel wu, = Sours боса 
2 2. Sun ilt Calls may be porehased va the following: $. Upon sucessful loading, you wl rezelve a text message reflecting ны XU EX a Cale 
2—- "Ма Physloal Cal ards your Sun-te-Sun гай meats & the corresponding validity SESS MEI 


+ Via Flectronio PINs (E-INs) purchased In convenience stores & To cheek your remaining Som Sulit Call votes and expiry, ерү 


Eo Wke Shell Seleot Мн орог 7-leven dial "21e and press SEN. 


Т a Vin SMS: Text VültEcpaeo!, then send to 228 ENG. "e РЕ 
Aem 


+ Via The Mall visit The MalbMall Assistant» IMPORTANT REMINDERS: m 
My AscountPrepalésBuyVolea VOICE 1 + Yomaximize your Sum Sulit Calls, make sore you do vot have 24/7 4 
* For purchases via SMS and The Mall, you will eed tohave Call Text айтай and Paylite Call $ Text Unlimited. 


at least P30 regular lead to convert to Sun Sulit Calis, -tf yov are still enjoying the pre-loaded servise of your wewly netivated ЕГ P TTE 
2 + 


"tes vio ys} 


^ Upon svecessful purchase of Sun Sulit Calls, Ț Sun Cellar Prepald SIM (SIM with 7 days of 24/7 Call & fert Unlimited у 
‘you ийй твоме а text message confirming your purchase or 12 days of Paylite Call Text Unlbulted load your Sun Sulit alis TT ы "ons (alr 2 tae] 


E i 
БЗ ааа 
with loading Instructions and validity. after the free service expires. камыш 


cys RENTAL 


Call ita multi-purpose room 


MICHAEL V songs or paint... also where | 
кесай this themulti-purpose play video games, usually till 
Mes Apart fromthedining the wee hours. The kidsare 
room, thisis where asleep around that 
the whole fami time. 

ое tounwind, FAVORITE normally, when! 30 
Wehaveasimilarroom NOOKS homeafter work, I'm 
in our home in Cavite. stilfull of energy, 
Bitoy” now staysin enough tofinish a two- 
Quezon City justa. hour frm on TV. 
sores throwawayfromhis Watch alot of movies on DVD 
studio, GMAT). here. 


‘Thisis where I compose my Marinel R. Cruz 


‘Embraced by the Light’ 


RITA AVILA the other is the master’s son. 
Betty) Байез “Embraced by The servant loves the rich boy 
the ge’ started my fondness wholly. Butin the begining, 
кетейн also gave copies therich boy was always mean 
Tends по лен, wouid tohim. When they grew up, 
be inspired and to people ‘the rch boy changed his 
Whose relatives ‘awful ways. This book 
recently passed away— made me treasure 
tocomiortthem. k's BOOKS truefriendship. 
about awoman who dies (Ritais fond ofreading 
and comes back to life inspirational books. 
after a few minutes. In Part of her collection is 
the book, she recounts her 

briefexperiencein Heaven, sheis reading in this 
Afterreadingthebeckelwas photograph. “Eleven 
Mecsadofdeshanymore. Minutes," by Paulo Coelho is 
Lasemonth, I finished "The. about a naive young woman 
Kite Runner” k's Khaled from Brazil who becomes 
Hosseini’sfrstnovel.ltreally high-class prostitutein 
mademecrylésabouttwo Switzerland.) 


little boys—one isa servant, Marinel R. Cruz 


By Bayani San Diego Jr. 


“LIKE APICNIC” 
This is how Judy Ann Iu 
scribes the set of Star Cir 


Н Kasalo," her first movie 


illo. 


Beach diet 
Же salads, peanuts, and different 


Tm doing now? Juday says. “I get 
cook for bim. 


their food anytime. 
Director Jose Javier Reyes is on the same diet. 


Ryan himself is hooked 
son shooter games like Des 


“Maalaala Mok 
"Their being a real 

the acting departmes 

Since it makes them very much 


ic seemed awkward because we had to at CUDDLING for the camera—ours. 
sweet in front of 50 strangers on the set" Ryan 


JUDAY wipes Ryan's back dry. 
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$ Their at-work essentials, not necessarily in order: food, fun, laughter, love 


"But we gotover it soon enough. Direk remind- 
edus that we didn't have to act, we just had to be. 
ourselves Juday adds. 

They consult one another about their acting- 

"When in doubt, Ryan says they just go back to 
the script (also by Direk Joey). "Its about prob- 
Jems that everyone encounters in real life. If 
you've ever been half of a couple, youl recognize 


; Yoursefin this movie." 


“When we were reading the script, we kept 
ighing; Juday says. “In this movie, we get to 
experience everything—fall in love, break up, rec- 
scile, get married and fight while Tm pregnant.” 


PLAYING honeymooners in front of 50 
strangers was a breeze, they say, because of 
“Direk” Јову Reyes (below, left) 


last 


JOEY ALBERT-PACIS in fuchsia Irish inen corset with 
tangerine babana fiber wrap by Dita Sandieo-Ong 


JINKY SOMERAinablacklace АММА in a haltered top with 


the five genera- 
tions of the New Min- 
strels at Aliw Theater 
weekend, four 
name designers created 
the stunning costumes. 

In other words, the cos- 
tumes were almost as 
bongga as the landmark 
show, which bad loyal 
fans of the talentladen 
congregation swooning, 
stomping to the beat, and 
smiling 
nearly two hours. 


Kimber by Goulee Gorospe low waist skirt by Goulee Gorospe _ Arcila in empire-cut tops with bow over blac 


Stunning costumes 
for a superb show 


р OR THE RE 
I union concert of SHOW 


STOPPERS 


earto-ear for 


CLOCKWISE from left: In 
black evening wear by 
Goulee Gorospe, Ems 
Bolaños, Kash Gatuslao, 
Jinky Somera, Dingdong 
Fernando, Alynna, Bobbit 

B Pablo, Rhiza Tolentino-dela. 
Cruz; Ding Mercado in velvet 
outfit by Raoul Ramirez; 
Louie Reyes, Annette Belen, 
Mei-Ling Fuentes, Eileen 
Dolina-Novalcand Aida. 

| Balmaceda-Suriain Raoul 

| Ramirez blazers. 


FROM LEFT, Grace Pimentel, Jessica Cabasal, Louanne Cuencoand Arlene LOUANNECUENCOinRene PATTI MANUEL GO in another 


palazzo pantsby Rene Viola Viola outfit, 


version of Dita Sandico-Ong.. 
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New, OMS 
& winners 


TE  PREVIEWED Roces, and current endorsers 
WM one movie and Anne Curtis and Cheska Garcia. 
V one clothes shop Newly returned (to the 
week, and went to scene) Gina Рагейо was the 
the Awit Awards. toast of the “Kubrador” pre- 
Jasttoseethess. Дптр Жен м Greenbelt 3, 
At the opening of Pe- 1 Ayala Center. 3 > 
aka ot On Mall of PARTY! Duimt te Анд ENON oben te 
Asia, we bumped into new Awards at the Casino Fil- 2 mam 
moms Sunshine Cruz and ipino in Parafiaque, we 
Jodi Santamaria; the store caught some recording " 
chain’s first image model, Апа artists at their giddiest! 


"мае 
ам onal 


геуек 


HESS 


ANA Roces, Jodi Santamaria, Cheska Garcia, Anne Curtis. 
and Sunshine Cruz at Petit Monde opening DEA PACQUIAO THE MOVIE 


лә 
JETT PANGAN and JB Leonor of The Dawn 
pawonre 


PAROKYA ni Edgar at the Awit Awards 


Lum speci ques 
Ns. Verni Varga 


JUNE 24,2006 SATURDAY 
meng, THE PREMIERE THEATER 
CINEMA 98:30 PM SOMES. gy MALL OF ASIA: 0:30 PM 
Tickats at (P180. P200, P380) Tickets at (P800,P1.100, P1,380) 


Tickets available at TICKETWORLD 691.5610/ 691-9899 


5м MEGAMALL “ 


PACQUIAO THE MOVIL 


Aflu, Korak, Queme 


JOHN LAPUS 


îs an offspring of Eugene 
Domingo’s dog, Praise. also 
take care of two 

puppies Korakis 

Maltese, Queme is 
Yorkshire terrier. 

1 can realy relate with 
Afta. Mound out only 
recently that dogs like 


he oniy has one testicle. Dog 


there’sa possibility that the 


him are called bakla. You see, 


owners won't let their female. 
dogs mate with Aflu. They say 


offspring will have only one 


Аби, a Shitzu,is4years old. He testicle as well. Even dogs suffer 


discriminacion. ind this 
depressing 
make sure that my dogs are 
wel taken care of 
TAIL — Theywisicthe 
veterinarian every 
TALES quarter for grooming. 
Aflu is always sporting a 
"puppy cut,” since don't 
раке time to comb his hair 
everyday. Koralés hair isso soft, 
kes Iie cotton candy, Quemels 
stil a baby He's so токын; He's 
Stillin potty training. 
Marinel R. Cruz 


$ 


‘By Marinel R. Cruz 
Photos by im Guiao Punzalan 


UNNYMAN ARIEL VILLASANTA CON- 
Етну 

the veteran comedian assistant for 
douryears. 

"Joey used to tell me, Everyone wantstobea 
comedian, but making people laugh is not 
something you can just learn? Kung hindi mo 
Жуп, wag pilitin,” Ariel told Inquirer Enter- 
'tainment during our visit to his home in Marik 

су 

Heis half of the duo Maverick & Ariel of ABC 
Ss "Totoo TV" He is also seen on “Wala Yan Sa 
Тоа Ko," on the same channel, with partner 
‘Maverick Relova. 

Ariel also works as a creative director for the 
‘Philippine Long Distance Telephone Company, 
here he has been working for 15 years now. 

"T used to tell myself that someday, when I 

come famous, T would be ike him,” Ariel said 

his ido. would find my own place in thein- 
ystry: I woul be different from the rest." 

Different can also be used to describe Ariel's 
‘ishion sense. "I would wear an alt pink getup 
jp school. Pati yosi ko, pink,” he said. “Some- 
Times, I showed up in all-green or all-yellow 
feudis. 

He is also very much into gothic 

fiie said. 
E Bxremes, actually" he said, adding, “I сап 
either gothic or floral. Pero wala akong gina. 
Tike all color combinations, except brown and 
green para kasing puno.” 

During this visit, Ariel showed Inquirer En- 
Jertainment clothes that he designed himself, 
and souvenirs from Joey. He also gave tips for 

inding great outs. 


SUITS 

wore this to the Enpress Awards show two 
ears ago. 1 was nominated for Best Comedian 
for "Misadventures of Maverick and Ariel” 
designed this suit myself, Its а combination 
of Matrix’ and "Dracula." 1 bought the ma- 
ferials from fabric shops everywher 
1. T used to buy stuff from ukay-ukay 
Shops, but 1 rately find clothes there ` 
that fit me well. 

The suit I wore at the Star Awards is 
also memorable. Na-okray halos lahat 
ing pumunta do'n except me. It is simi- 
Jar to my Enpress suit 

A tip for those who want to save 

joney when buying suits: Buy one 
ріесе from a good brand like Linea 
Каа, then have your tailor сору 
it 


SHIRTS 
© Almost all my shirs are tailor- 
fade. 1 could only count with my 
fingers those that 1 bought from 
clothes shops or those from the 
ukay-ukay in Bambang. 

For my shirts, 1 have a few re- 
hirements: They should have big 
Sollars, hug the body and be made of fabrics 
that don't easily wrinkle. 

Only Julio Iglesias wore something like this 


MIRSS Уб Слух. ALL 


fashion, 


You want to stand out 


:Our 
OFTHE- 
CLOSET 


ARIEL Villasanta, 
co-host of ABC 5's 
“Totoo TV" 


CUSTOM-MADE bes. Ariel buys raw materials 
and asks his tailor to make them into beks. 


& 


HE LIKES ladies pants because "they fit 
nicely in the crotch area.” He has matching 
sneakers for these curdoroy numbers. 


5 


ien алад 


long- 
sleeved button down shirt). I bought the fabric 
myself. Its made up ofthe material that women 
use for veils in the olden times. I think this is 
called lace. 


‘ACCESSORIES 
1 was already wearing bel 
before the likes oF J Lo (Jennifer Lopez) popu- 
larized them. You cannot buy anything like this 
the early 905]. 1 bought leather in 
Marikina and then some of these metal rings 
and buckle elsewhere. I asked my tailor to 
make it intoat 
1gotoan 
can buy old coins. 
ne-oF kind necklaces ог 
‘The more eccentric, the bet 
important is that you have confidence. If 
lends wore this, (shows ring made 
from glass that's almost half the size of his 
fis), mapapagkamalan silang may tama. 
Not everyone can wear the kind of suu 
we wear. You have to have guts. You have 


this wide even 


the kind where you 
you will find 


favorite eyewear is from Cazal. 
‘This is a rare find, from Germany I 
surfed the Net and found our that this 
7 14 P30,000. 1 bought this by 
chance at an optical shop in Greenhills. 
Nobody pays attention to this piece. 

They don't know this is a good brand. 
depends 


dassiez If you th 
women in her batch just 
copied this from Jackie Onasis. Siya ang nag- 
pauso nyan. 


te jackets. Brown looks old. 

ones that are fit close to 
the body because they make you look smart Ill- 
firing jackets make you look lousy. Don't buy 
padded ones, except if you have drooping 
shoulders. 


‘ONCE IN a while, he surprises 
his officemates at PLDT by 


dressing up. 
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NOT EVERYONE can wear his kind of stu 
he says; like this retro jacket, 


AUTHENTIC'70s jacket from his 
mentor and idol Joey de Leon. 


 ARIEL'S prized possession: а 1967 Lincoln Continental with "suicide" 


door. 


THE FUNNIEST SCARY MOVIE OF THEM ALL! 


NOW SHOWING 


TACOS саз 


чаз VH EH EN вез 


залан зави 


Bury the grudge. Burn the village. See the saw. 


"This black jacket (with a woman's face print- 
ed on i) is quite memorable. t was a gift rom 
Joey de Leon. This is an authentic 70s jacket. 
Vintage ito. This is a picture of one of his chicks 
(laughs). 

Sometimes, 1 wear this biker's jacket in the 
office. Sobrang lamig kasi do'n. 


TOY COLLECTION 

Maverick collects all kinds of action figures; 1 
collect the villains. Yung mga nakakatakot. 1 
have a 12-inch Chucky Doll, Darth Maul, Fred- 
die Kruger and Pin Head from the ‘Hellraiser’ 
series. 


SHOES 

1 like these canvas sneakers because they're 
unique (shows a printed pair of Converse Com- 
іс Strip Chuck Taylor). 1 started collecting 
Chucks when Joey de Leon gifted me with my 
firs pair five years ago. That pair was inspired 
bythe American fag. 

For malling or simply for going out, 1 like 
wearing my ever-reliable running shoes. Pero 
‘pag pormahan, | wear these (pointy black 
leather boons). 

My pair of white boots was bought at the 
Marikina Shoe Expo, This the kind thatthe late 
action star Jun Aristorenas and Tony Ferrer 
wear in their movies. 


PANTS 

Loud-colored pants are not for malling. 1 
prefer basic blue Jeans. I also like pants made 
from camouflage fabric, Pants in corduroy are 
good, too. They're perfect when paired with 
Converse sneakers. 

‘actually wear pants made for women. 1 get 
them from Teranova. They fit vell in the crotch 
area. Gusto mong pumorma? Magtiis ka. 


OFFICE WEAR 

Т dont like to stand out when I'm in the of- 
fice. 'm just one of the boys. I wear polo shins 
and neckties or barong Tagalog when need to 
But once in a while, Ї surprise my officemates 
by coming to the office wearing a tight-fitting 
barong. 
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P1.42B in limbo 


THE ENTRY OF SOUTH KOREAN INVESTORS 
willing to sink in P1.42 billion in investments to 
develop the former Mimosa Leisure Estate is be- 
ing delayed due to allegations of a rigged bidding. 

Ronnel Domingo writes that the Mimosa 
case, if left unresolved, may discourage for- 
eign investors from doing business in the 
country See story on page 5. 
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Goldilocks wants 
1 more than P2B /B3 
Think long term, US 
bank advises investors /B12 
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Editor Raul О. Marcelo ө Assistant Editor Corrie S. Narisma 
Text us your feedback: inquirer bz namefagelctyessage to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smar) E-malt: business@inquire:com.ph 


Globe slams Smart anew 


PESO-DOLLAR RATE 
Dp 2 

Уз» Gi 
S 


PeotSpim je 206 
- 5 
NX sao Gi 
HE S 
дорт ne 2.2006 
GOLD: $576.90-577.40 
per ounce Hong ong jie 21.2006 
Shares close 1.93% higher 
SHARE PRICES YESTERDAY CLOSED 1.98 
percent higher, snapping a three-day losing 


steak as Wal Streets overnight ray prompted 
SHARES/BS 


WE HAD TO GO. THROUGH DOZENS TO FIND THE PERFECT ONE. 
SOME WOULD CALL IT OBSESSION. WE CALL IT PASSION. 


This includes the Swiss-inspired architecture, the cool, quiet, windy location and the exact kind of pine trees to surround you with fresh 
pine scent. This is how we do things at Brittany— everything must be perfect down to the smallest! detail 


Discover the passion that goes into Crosswinds’ latest mid-rise condominiums, the Grand Quartier" 1. 
Get а Property Preview. Call 850 2868 or 850 6986, or click www.brittany.com.ph 


INQ’ 
Figures 
Ecozone earnings up in 2006 

(January to April 2006, in million US dollars) 
тош earings from the country's ecozones incre 
montre of 2006 lo $10.7 ballon, төт $9.6 ion in 


esc The four publi ecozones in Baguio, Cavite, Mactan ahd 
Tegiseroda otal of $2 5 biton. 


ER MONITOR 


tr in our nation’s ile 


Ayala unit criticizes ‘monopolistic’ 
pricing scheme of PLDT’s twin telcos 


By Daxim L. Lucas tween the two, [Smart and Pi- 


tel] are acting in concer to cor- 
GLOBE TELECOM INC. HAS ASKED "бетабаа tis ЫМ 
telecommunications regulators to stop a prO- Rodolfo A. Salalima, Globe se- 
mo of its two main rivals, which the Ayala- mor vice president бх corpo- 
controlled unit claims will mo” being offered by Smart 
сезе a “viral monopoly" Communications Inc. and 
in the mobile phone service Pipino Telephone 
market, Corp-—both of which are 
‘na letter filed earlier this owned by the Philippine Long 
week, Globe Telecom asked Distance Telephone Со. inei 
the National Telecommunica- a telephone monopoly during 
tions Commission (NTC) to the Marcos ra 
put an end to the "All Day Чо implementing these pro- 
Texting 258 Call+Text Pro- motional offerings only be- 


a single five-minute call with 
in a 24-hour period for a fee 
of only P20. The promo is ex- 
clusive to users of Smart and 

GLOBE BS 


BIR expects to collect beyond P46-B tax target set for June 
By Michelle V. Remo Чоп target for June due 
Unde 


Revenue claims that itwill like- boosting its chances to meet its 
ly exceed its P46-billion tax full-year goal despite shortfalls 


coll of the previous months. 

Revenue Commissioner Jose 
Mario Bufag told President 
Macapagal-Arroyo that he had 
a positive outlook on the rev- 


enue agency's collection per- 
formance in June, 
the initiatives to e 
lection had started 
impact on revenues. 


He said the BIR might ex- 
that ceed its target by some P334 
ce col- million. The BIR was tasked to 
reate an collect P46.009 billion for the 

p 


OBrittany 


And it's something that can be done only with passion. 
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Only firms in 20 
poorest provinces 
seen to qualify 


By Michelle V. Remo 


THE MINING SECTOR, SEEN TO ATTRACT 
as much as $7 billion worth of investments 
early в likely to get special perks under the 
Wovemments program to rationalize the 
granting of fiscal incentives. 

"The Senate committee on ways and means, 
headed by Sen. Ralph Recto, is set to file a bill 
that will withdraw tax and duty breaks that 
are deemed unnecessary. 

But a government official said Recto had 
asked concerned government agencies the. 
Department of Finance, the Department of 
Energy and the Department of Environment 
and Natural Resources—to assist the ways 
and means committee in the conduct of a 
Study to determine the appropriate incentives 
for the mining sector. 

Recto's proposed bill was aimed at limiting 
the granting of fiscal incentives only to ex- 
porters, effectively removing all tax- and du- 
Sfree privileges given to domestic oriented 
firms. But the senator said mining firms not 
engaged in exports could stil be given incen- 
tives, such аз reduced income tax rate and the 
application of net operating loss carryover 
(nolco), according to the source. 

"The committee on ways and means В looking 
at requiring mining firms to pay only a 15 percent 
taxon their net income, much lower than the 35- 
percent rate lapped on corporate taxpayers. 

Мосо allows preferred companies to 
deduct previous years losses from their tax- 
able incomes for the current year, thereby re- 
ducing their tax liabilities 

Under the Senate committee's plan, how- 
ever, only mining firms located in the coun- 
tuys 20 poorest provinces would qualify for 
the special incentives. 

"The DOF is now gathering data on local 
government incomes to identify the provinces 
that would be covered 

"The plan to provide special tax perks’ to 
mining firms came with the governments 
bullish projections on the economic poten- 
tials of the industry. 

"The National Economic and Development 
Authority earlier estimated that the industry 
could generate investments of between $5 
billion and $7 billion a year in the medium 
term. The Neda said the country has about 
$840 billion to $1 trillion worth of still un- 
tapped mineral wealth. 

FThe Neda also said that with the estimated 
potential investments in mining, the govern- 
ment could collect berween РЇ? billion and 
P23 billion in additional taxes a year 

The country’s mining industry was said to 
have been placed on international investor 
radar screen following a Supreme Court deci- 
sion in December 2004 declaring as constitu- 
tional the participation of foreign firms in 
mining activities 

"The Senate committee on ways and means 
is concerned removing fiscal incentives from 
the mining industry might derail investment 
plans for the sector, which are seen to boost 
the countrys economic growth 
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readied for mining projects 


Standards in agriculture 
and retirement 


By Ernesto M. Ordonez 


SINCE THE RETIREMENT INDUSTRY WAS 
made a Presidential Flagship Program last 
May 30 with the potential of creating 4 milion 
jobs and $44 billion in 10 years, much atten- 
tion has been given to the coming July 3 First 
Retirement Industry and Investment Summit. 
Малу retiement-related lessons can be 
learned from the experiences of agriculture. 
This true in the area of conform- 
ing strictly to identified global standards. 


Agriculture-retirement link 
"he goal is to atract at least 900,000 new 
foreign retirees in 10 years. Assuming a con- 
зоги food cost of P33 per retiree's meal, 
this candace to P34 millon per year, or 
1000 times te annual 
udgerlegily mandated by 
the Agriculture and Fish- 
cries Modernization Act. 

їп order to attract foreign retirees, we 
must provide them food that meets global 
Standards. Otherwise, word will spread 
that we cannot meet these standards, and 
they will go to other countries. 

We must realize that these retirees are 
like our foreign clients who import our 
food products. We must provide them with 
agriculture and processed food products of 
sufficiently high quality as determined by 
internationally accepted global standards. 

When 1 was agriculture undersecretary 
in 2002, a very sad experience happened to 
our okra farmers. One of them exported to 
Japan an okra shipment that did not meet 
that county’ phythosanitary standards. As 
а result, Japan imposed a temporary ban 
on ай Filipino okra exports. Hundreds of 
farmers were forced to standstill, result- 
ing in massive jo and financial losses 

A similar experience happened to our na- 
ta de coco. We were the first and the best in 
this area for export to Japan. But because. 
of ill-defined standards resulting in food 
quality inconsstency, the Japanese hesitar- 
Si buying from the Philippines. We have 
Since taken action on this marrer, but the 
damage to our reputation has been done. 

Aste momentum for our eirement indus- 
try escalates, we must ensure that the food we 
Provide our retirees mees global sandards 

Imagine the retirees writing their com- 
patrio in their home countries that they 
Exnnot get good food. We will not only lose 
Sar current retirees who are potentially our 
best sales people for Philippine retirement, 
we will ано lose the large population of re- 
trees yet to come. Good news travels fast 
Bur as our agriculture experience has 
shown, bad news traves even faster 


Standards of retirement 

The lessons learned on food standards 
could be applied in other retirement-relat 
ed areas. Foreigners feel comfortable going 
to a MeDonalds's outlet in any country be- 


COMMENTARY 


cause they know they will get a food pack- 
age following the same strict standards. 

Jollibee follows the same principle of 
identifying first and then complying with 
high standards. This shows that Filipinos 
сап match other nationalities in standards 
‘compliance, and even surpass them be- 
cause of our other unique attributes. 

1 personally studied a Las Vegas retire- 
ment home with four retirees generating a 
‘combined monthly income of $14,000 or 
about P700,000. However, this home, like. 
ай other Las Vegas retirement homes, аге 
not allowed to operate unless they comply 
with identified global standards. 

From my investigation, I concluded that 
many middle dass Filipinos can enter this re- 
tirement business and easily meet these same 
standards. Millions of jobs 
‘canthen be provided. 

In addition, we can 
provide the dual benefit 
to the retirees of much better healthcare 
service (for which we are unmatched in 
reputation the world over), as well as much 
lower costs. Furthermore, our respect and 
ingrained compassion for older people will 
result in foreign retirees getting the de- 
served attention they may not get in their 
home countries. 

"Today, we cannot aggressively promote 
ош nursing homes because we have not 
identified the requisite global standards, 
nor established the appropriate strict stan- 
dards compliance system, 

Conclusion 

Our retirement industry should not suffer 
the same sad fate of our nara de coco exports 
that suffered a severe setback because of 
lack of defined standards. Nor should it en- 
‘counter the same problem of the okra indus- 
try, which was put on hold because of a 
weak standards compliance system. 

Instead, our nursing homes and other re- 
tirement facilities should identify globally ac- 
cepted standards that should be strictly com- 
plied with. Franchises can be initiated in this 
‘area, so that predictability and consistency of 
quality service are assured in the same way 
‘McDonalds and Jollibee does this for food. 

Retirement and agriculture are inextricably 
linked. Food is a critical necessity to the re- 
tirees, and the retirees provide a huge market 
that will benefit the quantity and quality of 
jobs in the agricultural sector. However, for 
these rwo industries to succeed, both must pay 
special attention to the identification of and 
compliance with globally accepted standards. 

‘These and other similar issues will be dis- 
cussed on July3, 2006 by national and intema- 
‘ional expers in the First Retirement Indusay. 
and Invesment Summit in Makati Shangrila 
Hotel. For more information, please call Ethel 
Ruffa at 8481412 to 16 (ical 119). 

(The author is Agriwatch chair. For in- 
quiries and suggestions, email agriwatch- 
phil&yahoo.com or telefax 02-8516635) 


Securities lending, borrowing scheme backed 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


THE PHILIPPINE STOCK EK- 
cchange's plan to allow stock bro- 
kers to borrow shares for trading 
could generate as much as $1 bil- 
lion worth of stock lending flows, 
visiting officials of Hong Kong- 
registered Pan Asia Securities 
Lending Association (Pasla) said 
ina briefing yesterday. 

Райа is an association of 40 com- 
panies engaged in the business of 
borrowing and/or lending securi- 
ties of listed firms in Asian markets. 

Sunil Daswani, Pasla chair, said 
the Philippines could contribute a 


fraction of 1 percent or about 
$500 million to $1 billion in stock 
lending deals to Asia's $250 bil- 
lion worth of securities lending 
flows at any given time. 

The Securities and Exchange 
Commission recently approved the 
PSES securities borrowing and lend- 
ing (SBL) proposal, which involves 
the lending of securides through 
brokers to enhance market liquidity 

PSE president Francis Lim said 
the PSÉ could tap state pension 
funds such as the Government Ser- 
vice Insurance System (GSIS) and 
the Social Security System (SSS) to 
е part of the PSES SBL program. 


those involving taxes. 


Daswani added that foreign mer- 
chant funds and domestic investors 
were expected to participate in the 
SBL program once the rules were 
finalized and implemented. 

Lim said the SBL rules would 
likely be implemented in the 
fourth quarter pending the reso- 
lution of certain issues, including 


SBL involves lending of shares o 
a borrower who needs them to sup- 
роп seniement obligations or rad- 
ing srateges. Shares are wansferred 
from one party to another without 
any change in the аса! or benefi- 
cial owner of the shares involved. 


SBL transactions would allow 
a lender whether he is an active 
Or passive investor in a listed 
stock—to earn extra income on 
top of his dividends. 

'SBL also Беба the develop- 
ment of фиг trading тиер such 
as “shoreseling” or the practice of 
seling a share that is not owned by 
the investor or broker who sold them, 
and then replacing it later by buying 
the share at а lower price. A short 
seller bes that the price of the stock 
will go down. He sells it today at a 
higher price, then buys it tomorow 
ata lower ріс, gives it back to the 
leder and робе the difference. 


Thrift banks want a piece of trust business 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE BANGKO SENTRAL NG 
Pilipinas was urged to relax capi- 
tal regulations on thrift banks 
wishing to engage in the trust 
business. 

"This, according to Chamber of 
‘Thrift Banks and BPI Family Bank 
president Alfonso Salcedo Jr, will 
‘open up opportunities for smaller 
banks to handle accounts from the 
insurance sector. 

In yesterday's membership 
meeting of CTB, Salcedo reported 
that the organization had pro- 
posed the lowering of minimum 
capital requirements on those 
seeking authority to engage in 
the trust business, particularly 
trusteeship and fiduciary, to P325 
million for Metro Manila-based 
thrift banks and P100 million for 


those outside Metro Manila from 
the current level of P650 million. 

For thrift banks that intend to 
go ino full rust business, the 
proposal was to maintain the 
P650-million minimum capital 
requirement 

“The proposal, if approved, will 
allow the thrift banks with capi- 
talization of less than P650 mil- 
Поп to accept deposits from in- 
surance companies, Salcedo said. 

For its part, the BSP is develop- 
ing a broader category of trust 
products which are differentiated 
in terms of the trust department's 
level of fiduciary responsibility 

ther than regulate on a per 

product basis, the idea is to de- 
fine very clearly the framework 
and the categories of the prod- 
чоӊ,” BSP Deputy Governor for 
bank supervision Nestor Espenil- 


play a 


weighting. 


circular on the matter. 


Ja Jr. said in a separate interview. 
"This will make che regulations 
clearer to the market, he said. “I 
‘will also facilitate better supervi- 
sion, so we will no longer have to 
cat-and-mouse game 
whenever there's a new product 
in the market," Espenilla added. 
In the meantime, Salcedo said 
the CTB was likewise working 
with the BSP towards the stan- 
dardization of contract-to-sell 
scheme for housing, an initiative 
intended to result in lower risk- 


On the required submission of 
income tax returns and audited 
financial statements by bank bor- 
rowers, Salcedo said the BSP 
‘would release amendments to a 


"While the BSP accepted our 
proposal for the exemption of 


loans to small enterprises from 
the requirement, giving this sec- 
tor a period of two years within 
which to comply the BIR (Bureau 
‘of Internal Revenue) reportedly 
denied this request,” Salcedo 
said. 

“In this regard, the CTB and 
BSP agreed to write formally to 
the BIR to seek its support for an 
information drive that will help 
drive the SME (small and medi- 
um enterprise) sector on the new 
requirement," he said. 

Finally CTB is also supporting 
the legislation of the proposed 
“Credit Information System Act” 
in both houses of Congress. 

"The measure is seen to im- 
prove the reliability of credit in- 
formation lowering overall credit 
risk and ultimately expand credit 
capacity" Salcedo said. 
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DISCLOSURES 


THE BOARD of Philweb Corp. has elected Ray C. Espinosa, Mariano L. 
Galicia Jr. and George H. Tan as directors on June 20. 

JOSE Reinier H. Dizon, Ma. Ruby Sarah S. Nitorreda, Juan Miguel В; 
Montincia, Mary Margaret San Pedro, Edgardo R. Soriano and Renato C. 
Sunico were elected directors of Fortune Cement Corp. on June 21; 
Ceazar Lorenzo Т. Veneracion Il has been elected independent director. 
CL Manabat and Co. was likewise re-appointed as the company's inde 
pendent auditors. 

MIC Holdings Corp. will hold its annual stockholders’ meeting on July 
26, 2 p.m. at the &/F DPC Place, Chino Roces Ave., Makati City. Stock 
holders of record as of July 20 are entitled to attend and vote at the meet- 
ing. ‘Compiled by Kate Pedroso, PDI Research 
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Goldilocks wants more than P2B 
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MB: 


GOLDILOCKS HAS INDICATED 
that it wants more than the re- 
ported P2-billion offer made by 
Pancake House to acquire the, 
country’s biggest bake house 
chain. 

"It is a well established and 
universal principle that any busi- 
mess is for sale, if the price is 
right” Goldilocks president Fred- 
die Go said in a press statement. 
"Make us an offer we cant 
refuse" 

Go said that only “a certain 
branch ofthe family” was willing 
to cash out, apparently referring 
to his sister-in-law Milagros Lee! 
[ 

Go is married to Milagros’ 
younger sister, Clarita Leelin, 
‘who, together with theirsister-in- 
law Doris Wilson-Leelin, started 
Goldilocks on Pasong Tamo in 
1966. 

From a first-day sale of P574, 
Goldilocks ended 2005 with 
more than P4 billion in domestic 
sales. From the 10 employees and 
two stands ín that first store, 
Goldilocks has grown to 199 
stores locally, and 17 branches in 
the United States and Canada. 

The exponential growth appar- 
ently came starting in 1991, 
when Goldilocks started franchis- 
ing. Of the 199 local stores, about 
two-thirds are controlled by fran- 
chises. 

Go also disclosed that Pancake 
House CEO Martin Lorenzo first 
broached the idea of acquiring 
Goldilocks a decade ago, “but in 
10 years, nothing really concrete 
has happened." 

‘According to the grapevine, 
Milagros Leelin-Yee is now in the 
United States to persuade her sis- 
ter, Clarita, who runs the US and 
Canada operations, to agree to 
the Pancake House acquisition. 


‘Their sister-in-law, Doris, is 


COCKTALES 


Victor C. 
Agustin 


now retired bur would apparently 
go along with whatever course 
that may be undertaken by the 
extended family, which inciden- 
tally now includes the second 
generation also working for 
Goldilocks 


La Sallite rumble 

THE PRO- AND ANTI- GMA 
alumni of the De La Salle Univer- 
sity are still singing arrows at 
each other. 

The alumni assocation on 
Wednesday placed ап ad in this 
paper, protesting the use of "DL- 
SAAT їп last week's advertise 
ment, also in this paper, asking La 
Salltés to sign up in a Web-based 
campaign 

The Web-based campaign, ap- 
parently started by pro-GMA La 
Salites, is protesting the use of 
the various De La Salle campuses 
by the La Salle Brothers in their 
resign/oust-GMA campaign. 

“The DLSAA has not autho- 
rized the use ofits trade name 'dl- 
saa’ and is neither connected with 
this group nor has it sanctioned 
any advertisement,” the alumni 
association said 

‘The web page, www.digerati 
calcom/élsaa_signup.heml, ap- 
parently emanates from a San 
Diego, California-based Internet 
services company. 


Wash Sycip, the park 
AS expected, a who's who in busi- 


ness, and even in politics, showed 
up in Tuesdays dinner at the 


PRULINK 


US PRU LIFE UK75 


Shangri-La to celebrate SGV 
founder Washington Sycip’s 85th 
birthday 

Stil, Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo 
was a no-show, and so was her re- 
signed finance secretary, former 
SGV chair Cesar Purisima. But Fi- 
delV Ramos and Corazon Aquino 
were there 

Even low-key San Miguel pres- 
ident Ramon Ang surprised SGV 


{nto areal park, to be named after 
the country’s most famous num- 

bers-cruncher, 
Despite the planned conver- 
sion, the car park would still re- 
is time it would go 


ISTEAD of market forces deter- 


irance charges, Insur 
mmissioner Evangeline 


instantly 


investments of Varia 
Le surance Contracts 


Corema west 
эше эе 


officers by showing up at the 

ils, and positioning himself. 
in the middle of the ballroom, de- 
spite the recent anti-SGV media 
‘campaign orchestrated by an 
SMC operative. 


inimum rates for earthquake, 
fire and shock on buildings at 0.1 
percent, and 0.05 percent for ty- 
phoon and flood protection. 

Set to take effect Aug. 1, the 
base rates are said to be needed 
to prevent ruinous competition 
among the insurance companies. 

Gmail: cocktales pdi@plat 
Яле cocktales pdiQya- 
hoo.com) 


Makati Mayor Jejomar Binay and 
the Zobel de Ayala family, in a 
rare display of unity announcing 
the conversion of the Corinthi 

Plaza car park in Legaspi Village 
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Empower your Stock Trading today! 


Get real time stock information, buy and sell online anytime, anywhere. 
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` *Your ONLINE access to Philippine Stock Market” 
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of any 21” (508 mm), 25° 
get the new Motorola C139 
phone for only P499, with a 
art Buddy prepaid SIM and а 


‘A ‘perfectly amazing deal 


JVC, SMART AND MOTOROLA HAVE 
launched "A Perfectly Amazing Deal”. 


TV rack to boot. 

Every purchase of JVC CIV models 
entitle buyers to one promo voucher, 
‘which must be presented along with 
the sales invoice and valid identifica- 
tion to get the Motorola C139 for just 
P499 from any Smart Wireless Center 


nationwide. 
‘The promo is 

going until 

and will ap 

and installment pur- 


‘Love and 
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PRA CELEBRATES PEARL ANNIVERSARY, THANKSGIVING 


|. |, PSVARE, TIME HOLD F&B MANUTECH EXPO 


Laughter’ 
"LOVE AND LAUGH- 
ter”, a musical comedy 
wit tighight the 34th 
Community Day Cele- 
bration of Buidod ng 
Pag-Ibig Community 
on June 24 at7 pm at 
the Meralco Theater. 


- 


The Philippine Retailers Association (PRA) re 
cently celebrated Rs 30th anniversary as the 
"Pulse and Voice of the Retailing Industry with a 
Thanksgiving celebration. Highiighting the affair 
was the recognition given to the government and 
private agencies in their active involvement in the 
operation against smuggling and egal "tangges' 
to create a level paying fid for all retailers. The 
PRA honored colleagues in the private business. 
community who joined hands with PRA in the 


campaign. Shown are (from left) PRA president. 
Mars C. Chua, PRA VP Bing Limjoco, Employees 
Confederation af the Philippines (Ecop) chair 
Miguel Varela, Philippine Export Confederation 
(Philexport) president Sergio Ortz-Luis, Philip- 
pine Chamber of Commerce and industry (PCCI) 
president Ambassador Donald Dee and PRA chair 
‘emeritus Samie Lim. Not in photo is Filipino Chi- 
mese Chamber of Commerce and Industry (FCC- 
CI) president Francis Chua. 


The Philippine Society of Ventilating. Air-Condition- 
ing and Retrigerating Engineers (PSVare) and the 
Training Institute for Manila Engineers (TIME) 
Foundation Inc is holding the 8th International 
Food and Beverage Manufacturing and Technolo- 
‘les Expo until today at the PICC Forum, CCP Com- 
plex, Pasay ity. Dubbed as the country's опу 
trade-ocused F&B manufacturing and technol 
ges exhibition, the F&B ManuiTech Expo 2006 will 

. focus on attaining international recognition by 
Showcasing world-class products and equipment. 


This includes production, brewing, baling. packag- 
ing (boting, retail repacking). storage and distri- 
bution (refrigeration, logistics. display appliances) 
and its services. Shown are International F&B 
ManuTach project director Mayose Gozor-Bautista, 
PSVare president engineer David Faraia, Time 
Foundation president engineer Cesar, PSVare past 
president engineer Rosendo Perez Jr and PSVare 
одета! vice president engineer Eric Panzo. For 
more information, сай 687-0654 or 687-3292 or 
log on to wenwfoodandbeverage-manulech.com. 


The two-hour musical 
‘comedy wil feature 
Mach Valdez andthe 
singing priests Fr Erick 
Santos and Fr. Bobby 
Tico, the К-5 and the 
BNP Music Ministry. 
Proceeds ofthe show 
will goto the repairs of 
the Buldod ng Pag-Ibig 
Healing Center which 


ter, Buklod ng Pag-Ibig 
‘Community founded by 
the late Fr. Pascual H. 
‘Adorable SJ goes on its 
‘34th year. Major spon- 
sors for the event are 
the Fr. Pascual H. 
‘Adorable Foundation, 
Imeida Cojuangco, 
Midiana Pacific Devel- 


7546 or go to the Heal- 
ing Center at 97 Balete 
Drive Extension, New 
Manila, Quezon Gy. 


FPP 
Mindanao 
2006 opens 


FPP MINDANAO 2006 


Visitors engaged in the 
food processing. 
restaurant, hotel 
catering, cold storage, 
import and export food 
business as well as 
other food and bever- 
age related industries 
are invited to attend 
Mindanao’s biggest. 


international trends 
and updates in food 
processing and pack- 
aging. The seminars 
are open to the public 
and free of charge. Re- 
maining schedules and 
details can be ac- 

cessed at wwwfpp- 
‘mindanao.com, or сай 


пон needs immediate 

repair because of the. 

water leaks from the. 
ich i unattend- 


‘opment Corp, MDR Se- 
curities, Philippine 
Charity Sweepstakes 
Office, Meraico and 
Edgar and Doris San 
Luis. For tickets, call 
724-7534 and 724- 


food supplier's expo. 
The event also features 
a back-to-back FPP 
Mindanao Summit 
which is a comprehen- 
sive series of technical 
sessions on the latest 


929-7903 or 63, 435- 
4790, 920-8136, or 
4269603. FPP Min- 
danao 2006 is orga- 
nized by Premier 
Events Plus Group 
(РЕРбгошр). 


Walter Bread for Kids launched 


IMAGINE GETTING ALMOST ALL 
the nutrients your kids need in one 
slice of bread. Now, it is possible with 

the newly launched Walter Bread 


(Food Processing and 
Packaging Technology 
Expo 2006) is ongoing. 
until June 24 at the 
Bangko Sentral Ple- 
nary Hall, Davao City. 


‘ Low cost, high profit water station 


AT А PRODUCTION 
cost of merely 30 cen 
tavos per gallon, the 
Electromex  UHP-500 
compact water station 
easily delivers 3,000 gal- 
dons of high-purity, 
p germ-free water daily. 
The industrial grade 
ozone generator and ul- 
traviolet germicidal sys- 
tem kills 100 percent of 
all bacteria, viruses, and 
eliminates cancer caus- 
ing lead, mercury, man- 
ganese, and other 
pathogens. 
‘The Electromex UHP- 
500 uses only a small 
space of 4 feet x 3 feet x 
6 feet and comes com- 
plete with stainless 
tanks, Italian-made pumps, ultraviolet fil- 
ters, carbon, and the heavy-duty ozonator. 
The stand-alone portable water station is 
plug-and-play and easy to operate. 
The UHP-500 uses ozone and UV treat- 


ment similar to what is 
being used by the 
largest bottled water 
manufacturers like San 
Miguel and Asia Brew- 
егу. Ozone kills germs 
300 times faster than 
Chlorine and doesn’t 
waste water (no back- 
wash), unlike the tradi- 
tional reverse osmosis 
(RO) that wastes seven 
ош of 10 gallons. The 
UHP-500 is idiot-proof 
and doesn’t need salt to 
sweeten the acidic wa 
tez unlike RO. 

You get your ROI (re- 
turn on investments) in 
three months given 
your development of 
the market in your 

area. The ОНР.500 costs only Р150,000, 
completely installed, It requires no drilling, 
no plumbing, cementing, royalties, or fran- 
chise fees. Call 531-6782, 535-9069, or log 
on to wwwelectromexinc.com. 


{ects to the facilities 
Within the Healing Cen- 


Inulin is becoming a popular ingre- 
dient in many types of food because 
of its health benefits, notably in the 
digestive tract. Inulin is a prebiotic 
that promotes the growth of the "good 
bacteria" lactobaciluus and bifidobac- 
teria while decreasing the growth of 
harmful bacteria. This helps maintain 
normal bowel function, decrease con- 
ipation and promotes digestive reg- 
arity. 

Recent research has shown that in- 
ulin has a beneficial effect in improv- 
ing bone density and reducing the oc- 
currence of osteoporosis because it 
сап boost calcium absorption in the 

diet. 
Aside from inulin, Walter Bread 
for Kids also contains whole 
wheat which guarantees 


that your children will get the recom- 
‘mended amount of fiber intake. Fiber 
has been known to lessen the risk of 
heart disease, diabetes and prevent 
constipation. 

All of these health benefits are 
packed in each delicious and 
smooth slice of bread which kids 
will surely love. And because it is 
made by Walter, you are guaran- 
teed with soft, moist and tasty 
bread that will surely be a delight. 
toeat. 

Walter Bread for Kids is manufac- 
tured by Creative Bakers, makers of. 
"Walter Bread Sugar Free Wheat Pan- 
desal, Sugar Free Wheat Bread and 
Double Fiber Wheat Bread. All prod- 
‘ucts are available in all leading super- 
markets nationwide. 


ciously packed wi 
the necessary vita- 
mins, minerals and 
fiber. It has also 
been added with 
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in this session, participants will gain clarity on the vard and Macapagal Av- 
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Learn to become a predictor of change in 


BREAKTHROUGH 
INNOVATION! 


With JIM CLARK, Founder, InnoGreat 


"We have entered the age of continuous 
Innovation. If you are not improving your 
products, services, systems or mental models, 
You are becoming obsolete and you don't know it. ranis, while a garden landscape will surround the plaza, creating a 
Serene ambiance for diners, especially during the fina! daylight hours ot 
Manila's famed Sunset Bay. HKSP has three hectares allotted for home 
depot, while the remaining 2.5 hectares is available for interested ten- 
ants. Free information is avaliable at www.hksunplaza.com. 
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By Ronnel W. Domingo 


CLARK AUTHORITIES ARE PUSHING 
through with negotiations with South Kore- 
an investors and their government on the pri- 
vatization of the Mimosa Leisure Estate amid 
allegations ofa rigged bidding and a threat of 
investigation before the Senate blue ribbon 
committee. 

Antonio В. Ng, president and chief execu- 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER- 


BUSINESS 
P1.4-B Korea investment held up in Mimosa mess 


tive of Clark Development Corp., said that 
the Mimosa privatization could yet become 
another case that would discourage foreign 
investors from doing business in the country 
in general, and in Clark in particular 

Ng said the the government stood to gain 
some P650 million up front, plus $1.2 million 
in yearly rental, when the CDC declared 
NTC-Jin Hung Joint Venture Corp. to be the 
winner of a bidding held last May 15. 


Also the winning bidder has committed to 
pour in additional investments of upto P1.42 
billion to finish or improve the property's vil- 
las, casinos, golf course and country club, 
‘water theme park, promenade and hotel 

CDC took over the management of Mi- 
mosa in 1999 after operator Mondragon 
Leisure and Resort Corp. failed to pay lease 
rentals amounting to P464 millior 

Ng maintained that the bidding was 


aboveboard, and that existing laws and rules. 
‘were applied inthe entire bidding process. 

He dismissed allegations that the process 
lacked transparency, saying that the CDC had 
made everything public through notices, ad- 
vertisements, Internet postings, bidding up- 
dates. The CDC also made a data room avail. 
able for eligible bidders. 

“There is also no arbitrary 


PLAS KOREN BT 


Taxes under question 
already paid, says RCBC 


RCBC YESTERDAY SAID IT HAD 
already paid the taxes involved in 
а recent Supreme Court case 
where the bank was held liable 
for P100 million in taxes 

RCBC corporate vice chairman 
Cesar ЕА. Virata in a statement 
said the bank made the tax pay- 
ments even before the high court 
decided on the case. 

However, an appeal was made to 
have the case reopened to examine 
the basis for the tax assessment. 

“The Supreme Court affirmed 
the decision of the Court of Tax 
‘Appeals based on procedural con- 
sideration,” Virata said. 

This is in response to a 
Supreme Court decision uphold- 
ing the Court of Tax Appeals rul- 
ing on RCBC’s alleged tax liabili- 
ties following the failure of its 


counsel to file an appeal on time. 

The taxes, which were paid be- 
tween 2004 and 2005, involved 
10 percent foreign currency de- 
posit unit (FCDU) gross onshore 
income tax and documentary 
stamp taxes (DST) on Special 
Savings Accounts (55А) 

‘The bank said the taxes were 
paid under protest because these 
were the subject of a dispute be- 
tween the banking industry and the 
Bureau of intemal Revenue (BIR). 

Other banking sources said the 
dispute revolved around the va- 
lidity of taxes on FCDUs and 
SSAS, which all banks are ques- 
tioning because, under the Na- 
tional Revenue Code, banks are 
exempt from these taxes. 

‘The BIR apparently insists other- 
wise, based on its own regulations. 


Shares ... BIR expects ... 


From page BI 


SCRATCH-PROOF TITANIUM COVER. 
BECAUSE THE GUYS AT THE OFFICE 
MIGHT GET JEALOUS. 


From page 


investors to look for 
bargains, dealers said. 
They said Wall 
Sweets lead helped 
the region as a whole, 
with investors relieved 
to see gains after the 
rollercoaster ride of 
the past weeks 
The composite in- 
dex rose 39.62 points 
to 209739, just off 
the inta-day high of 
2,098.83. It hit a low 
of 205777 poins. 
"The broader allshares 
index advanced 19.86 
points to 123157. 
Gainers beat losers 
65 to 20, with 31 
stocks unchanged. 
Volume was 2.2 
billion shares worth 
PLO4 billion ($19.53 
million). AFP 


month. But it could likely turn in as much as 
P46.343 billion, according to Buñag. 

“The BIR chief estimated that the revenue 
agency could collect Р35.761 billion in June 
from voluntary remittance of taxpayers, and 
P2.147 billion in additional revenue from the 
recently passed VAT Reform Law. 

He added that the BIR would likely gener- 
ate P809 million in incremental taxes from 
the implementation of enforcement pro- 
grams, another P172 million from going after 
delinquent accounts, and some P7.454 billion. 
from special revenue-raising initiatives. a 

Enforcement programs include the “tax | Puer fenem? M Processor 740 (176+. | Y 
mapping," under which BIR representatives d Somers “pana 6 
conduct surprise visits to business establish = 
ments to check on their tax compliance. 2. ET 5 . 

The P46.343-billion expected tax collec а on 
tion in June, if achieved, would reflect a 20- 
percent growth from the P38.58 billion col- 
lected in the same month of the last year. 

However, Bufiag’s expected overperfor- 
mance in June would still not be enough to 
compensate for the BIRS shortfall recorded in 
the January-to-May period. 


Globe slams ... 


Piltel network. 

Globe complains that the pro- 
mo constitutes "predatory pric- 
ing” and unduly disadvantages 
other wireless networks that do 
mot have access to the same ac- 
commodations from the Smart 
and Piltel network. 

Globe pointed out that Smart. 
and Pilre are separate companies 
with separate franchises from 
regulators and, as such, should 
not give each other undue pricing 
advantages for the use of each 
other's services—pricing schemes 
which the twin units would not 
make available to competitors. 

Smart yesterday disputed 
Globe's claims, saying it could not 
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Come and get the best deals on these ThinkPad notebooks with ВРІ Real 0% Techno installment Madness 
at the Glorietta Activity Center, June 7-18, 2006. 


Contact our authorised resellers today. 
lenovo.com/ph/offers 
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be accused of predatory pricing 
because it would not offer pro- 
mos below cost. 

"The charge of predatory pric- 
ing is not only unmeritorious but 
is outright absurd in the light of 
the facts that are fully disclosed to 
the Honorable Commisson and 
even the public in general 
‘Smart's lawyer Ivy L. Plaza-Cortez 
said in her reply to the NTC. 

She pointed out that because 
‘Smart and Piltel use the same cel- 
lular phone network, it is impos- 
sible for both firms to be "inter- 
connected” or to levy access 
charges from each other that 
would put it on level pricing 
‘terms with its competitors. 


lenovo. 
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-PERT diagnosis by Korean Engineer 
О Catch him on these selected dealers: 
* June 26-July 01 @ Kia Pasay 
* July 03-08 à Kia Motors Quezon Ave. 


LET OUR + July 10-15 @Kia Cebu 


EXPERT 


MECHANICS 
GIVE THE 


TING Discounts* 


o 20% on Parts 
© 15% on Labor 


Scie 
e -FRAVAGAN 
Engine Oil Discount* 
© 25% for those availing of PMS only 


SERVICE Ss 


RA Freebies 

Body wash & interior vacuum 

O Tire black application 

© Door hinges lubrication & others 


KIA MOTORS 


The Power to Surprise" 


LIN 15, 2006 
NCA Porm #1752, Sones ot 2008. 


* = DISCOUNT APPLES TO CASH TRANSACTIONS OM WWW.KIA.COM.Ph 
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dress mismatch 


between skills, industry needs 


Provision of scholarships for technical training 


“By Irene R. Sino Cruz 
-PDI Visayas Bureau 


‘CEBU CITY—THE GOVERNMENT 
is formulating measures to address 
*the mismatch between skills and in- 
» dusry requirements, according to 
“Jobs Creation Secretary Arthur Yap. 
‘Speaking during the Cebu Busi- 
mess Month 2006 plenary session 
this week, Yap said President Maca- 
-pagkAmoyo had ordered con- 
‘cemed agencies to come up with 
> steps to cose the gap between avail- 
Able skills and industry needs during 


the Cabinet meeting on Tuesday. 
‘These measures included а 
scheme to enable students to eam 
credits from the Technical Educa- 
tion and Skils Development Au- 
thority (Tesda), through the state 
es, for any 
training and work they get, he said. 
‘Yap said President Arroyo also or- 
dered the allocation of P2 billion for 
the construction of schoolhouses 
and P500 million each for the Tesda, 
the Commission on Higher Educa- 
tion and the Department of Educa- 
tion scholarship programs. 


The P1.5 billion-fund will pro- 
vide scholarships for technical 
training in the case of Tesda, col- 
lege scholarships for CHEd for 
those taking up courses for 
emerging sectors such as nursing 
and medical degrees and school 
scholarships for DepEd, he 

‘Yap explained that nursing and 
medical degree courses were in- 
cluded in CHEd's scholarship pro- 
gram because of the increasing 
shortage in nurses and doctors. 

In the case of cyber services in- 
дозу, Yap said the goverment 


was coming up with a quick fix to 
the shortage of manpower supply. 

"We have to continue bridging 
the gap between those people 
looking for jobs and the job open- 
ings,” Yap said, noting that there 
were 550,000 job openings this 
year 

In Tuesday's Cabinet meeting, 
Yap said Labor Secretary Patricia 
Sto. Tomas had noted that the 
available skills in the manpower 
pool did not match the require- 
ment of businesses, especially 
those in the emerging sectors. 


FRIDAY, JUNE 23, 2006 


BRIDGE MOBILE AND GLOBE 
| Telecoms GXchange Inc have 
| teamed up to develop a regional 
mobile payment service for mem- 
bes of the Bridge Mobile Al- 
lance CSLof Hong Kong, Maxis 
‘of Malaysia and Taiwan Mobile. 
The regional mobile payment 
service will be based on Globes 
GCssh solution. It wil enable 
overseas Filipino workers in 
Bridge Mobile Alliance members! 
territories to open GCash wallets 
outside the Philippines for fund 
transfer to other GCash users, 
merchants and instutions in the 
Philippines —direcly fom the 
local SIMs of participating mem- 
ber operators. This means 
greater fexbüty and conve- 
rience to OFWs in terms of fund 
unser and management At 
present, GCash wallet accounts 


GCasb brought to Asia 


can only beset up and accessed 
with Globe-roaming SIMs. 

Seow Yoke Kong, vice presi- 
dent for service and technology 
development of Bridge Mobile, 
said there were about 1.5 million 
‘OFWs in the countries covered 
by the alliance, such as Hong 
Kong, Malaysia and Taiwan. 

GXdung Inc. (GX), а 
Globe Telecom subsidiary’ in- 
charge of its m-commerce initia- 
tives, was set up to develop, de- 
sign, administer and operate 
software applications and sys 
tems for m-commerce. The com- 
pany isset to showcase GCash in 
this week's CommunicAsia. 

GXI president Rizza Maniego- 
Eala sees an opportunity for the 
company to expand its network 
of potential partners to tap into 
additional foreign markets. 


Ever 


The Corporate Social Responsibility Expo 2006 e July 5-7 • 


Nation Leadership Insitute, 32nd St. comer Parkway Avenue, University Park 


Bonifacio Global City (in between Market! Market! and Intemational School Manila) 


In providing business solutions to social problems, we dare ask: are we truly taking 
Corporate Social Responsibility to heart? 


Discover how employees are one with CEOs and heads of strategic business units in 
building brands, strengthening partnerships, empowering communities and making 
CSR everybody's business. 


Join the CSR Expo 2006 and listen to Dr. Emmett D. Carson, President and CEO 
of The Minneapolis Foundation and Former Chairman, The Council on Foundations 
(USA), global CSR Champions Anne Maree Huxley, Founder of Models of Success 
and Sustainability Australia; Duncan Power and John Winkettof Ci Aid Found 
Australia and Bob Grove, Managing Director of Edelman Singap 


and noted local CEOs and business leaders. 


Participate in over 35 Plenary and Breakout Sessions and view over 50 CSR Exhibits 
including ntrep Trading Post, Green Camp, Knowledge Сатр 
and the Wel 


Together, let's learn, network and live the vibrant Philippine CSR experience! 
Register now for this FREE event at Tel. No. 757-3500 
loc. 330 / Fax: 757-3510 to 12 or email 

a 5 nd log on to 
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'ilipino-Russian airline to expand in Mindanao 


Move seen boosting development of the island 
as tourism, trade increase by 10-20% in 5 years 


etary Jesus Dureza (right), Presidential Adviser on the Peace Process, shows to Ibragim Sharifkulov 
ft), Mosphil Aero Incorporated President, the existing айг links between Mindanao and the Brunei 


By Jeoffrey Макет 
PDI Mindanao Bureau 


COTABATO CITY—A FILIPINO-RUS- 
sian airline company plans to expand 
its operations in 

seen boosting the development of the 


Economic Developme 


viser, said the move of Mosphil Aero 


eign t 
isting Brunei Darussalam-Indonesia- 
Malaysia-Phi 
Growth Area economic cooperation,” 
Dureza said. 


‘Malaysia-Philippines East Asean Growth Area (BIMP-Eaga) during a recent 
ila. Jointly set up by Russian investors, Mosphil Aero intends to establish passenger air 
Vd Sandakan, Malaysia along with cargo air routes in Davao City 


Н the Republic of Palau. 


ugar producers protest 3% 
import tariff levied on Kraft 


Christine A. Gaylican 


JCAL SUGAR MILLERS AND PRODUCERS are 
[resting the continued importation of pre-mixed 
сез by Kraft Foods Phils Inc. at a 3-percent com. 
hn preferential tariff rate. 
hey said that it has resulted in revenue losses to 
government of as much as P500 million a year. 
embers of the Philippine Sugar Millers Associ- 
оп (PSMA) and producers group have called the 
ation of the Bureau of Customs to its failure to 
plementa ruling it issued in May 2005. 
he ruling provided that Kraft Foods should pay 
percent tariff as its imported pre-mixed juices 
65-percent sugar. 
More than the industry, it is the national gov- 
[ment that is placed at a gross disadvantage 
here revenue should be flowing in terms of tariff, 
| being curtailed,” said PSMA executive director 
| Мапа Zabaleta in an interview. 
ccording to Zabaleta, the PSMA had earlier 
pr a sample of Kraf’s powdered juice drink with 
trademark "Tang" to the US Bureau of Customs 
analysis following reports of a tariff preferential 
ment given to company. 
Based on the findings, and this was confirmed 
us by the US ВОС, Krafes Tang with its more 
[n 90-percent sugar content is classified as sugar. 


per se,” he said. 

A separate analysis conducted by the Sugar Reg- 
ulatory Administration's Agro Industrial Laborato 
ту (Airlab) showed that Kraft’ pineapple flavored 

the “Tang” and “Kool Aid Juicers” 
ined 90.12 percent sucrose, while its 
orange flavored powdered juice was 91.67 percent. 

PSMA argued that allowing Kraft Foods to im 
port sugar for xd juices at 3 percent tariff 
instead of the legitimate 38 percent was a “glaring 
oversight" on the part of the BOC. 

According to Executive Order 295 signed in 
March 2005, a 38-percent tariff should be imposed 
‘on products with a sugar content exceeding 
cent in dry weight. 

PSMA noted that local sugar prices was now at 
par with the world sugar price “so importers 
have no reason to buy sugar elsewhere but do- 
mestically.” 

"At this time when local sugar prices are almost 
parallel to that of the world marker, Kraft and oth- 
er juice manufacturers, for that matter, should 
sourcing their requirements locally” the associa- 
Чоп said. 

Kraft had been bringing in Tang powdered 
juice drinks from Thailand where sugar is 
cheaper. 


1.4-B Korea investment ... 


om page BS 


ce we conducted the bidding following the 
ms of reference (TOR)," Ng said. 

here were originally 10 parties that expressed 
crest and obtained copies of the TOR, but only 
applied for eligibility. 
[Ng said one group submitted its papers late. The 
[er five were evaluated for eligibility. Only four 
re qualified after one group failed to establish its 
ancial capability. 

ЭГ the remaining four, two submitted their of- 
|. One group withdrew while another was dis 
iiid because the partners broke up before the 
ding. 

‘Of the two—NTM-Jin Hung and the United 
[te Avenue Asia—the latter submitted its bid 
uments late and subsequently withdrew" Ng 
n 

The [bidding] committee returned Avenue 
as bid proposal without looking at it. Based on 
perience, disqualified bidders no longer ask for 
onsideration when their bids are inferior to the 


bids that have already been opened." 

Ng said the bidding could not have been a 
failure since there were two parties that sub- 
mitted their respective offers, even though one. 
was opened and another was received shortly 
after the deadline. : 

"We have submitted the lease agreement to the 
Office of the Government Corporate Counsel 
asked for guidelines on how to go about the privati- 
zation," Ng said. “We are also in talks with NTM-Jin 
Hung on how they can proceed under Korean 
laws" 

The official added that if the Koreans failed to 

ir investment commitments, the 
bidding would then become a failure 

"The next solution would be a third bidding 
which would be negotiated,” Ng said. "This means 
that it would not be as good as [the offer] we have 

The first bidding for the Mimosa property 
took place sometime in 2003, but it was de- 
аге a failure after investors withdrew from 
making offers. 


Indonesia's Merpati Nusantara Air- 
lines currenüy serves the General 
Santos-Manado route while South 
Phoenix fes from Zamboanga City to 
Kota Kinabalu and Sandakan in 
Malaysia. 

Toragim Sharifkulov, president of 
Mosphil Aero Inc., said on Wednes- 
day that his company was putting 
wp international and domestic 
flights to primarily service passen- 
ger and cargo traffic in the island- 
region, 

Our expansion in Mindanao is 
part of the company's mission to pro- 
vide air travel and cargo services to 
potential tourist destinations in the 
Philippines needing reliable means of 
transportation,” Sharifkulov said. 

Possible destinations include Zam- 
boanga, Jolo, Tawi-Tawi and Davao, 
he said. 

Dureza added that the government 


and business sector were working 
closely to promote flights in line with 
the BIMP-Eaga roadmap to increase 
trade, investment and tourism in the 
sub-regional cooperation over the 
next three years. 

Specifically, the BIMP-Eaga roadmap 
is poised to increase trade and invest- 
ments among BIMPEaga focus areas 
by 10 percent and increase tourism 
movement in the growth polygon by 20 
percent by 2010. 

Dureza said this would mean that 
travel between the fourcountry 
growth areas would increase corre- 
spondingl. 

The BIMPEaga, which groups 
Brunei, Indonesia, Malaysia and the 
Philippines, was created in March 1994 
to increase trade, tourism and invest- 
ments among member countries. 

‘Mindanao and Palawan are the key 
focus areas for the Philippines. 


Canon 


Delighting You Always 


Mindanao, a move 
land, according to the Mindanao 


it Council 
Jesus Dureza, national peace ad- 


f Mindanao as a prime tourist 
“Mindanao is a strategic place for 


е investments due to the 
iber of domestic and f 


pines East Asean 
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— BUSINESS: 


No more Narrow Streets, = 
crowded parking fiue 


in this Chinatown 


By Margie Quimpo-Espino 


N THE’80S, LAND IN 
the Ayala area in 
Makati City cost some 

P250,000 per square me- 

ter. Even today this is a 

steep price. 

But at that time, land in the Bi 
nondo area, where Chinatown is 
located, cost even higher—at 
300,000 to P330,000 per square. 
meter 

‘Up until the early 90s, major 
banks, and many Chinese- 
owned businesses, had their 
head offices at the Chinatown 
area as many big Chinese busi- 
hessmen still considered Binon- 
do the seat of commerce in 
Manila. The way it was over 100 
years ago. 

Come the second generation, 
the children of these business- 
men, Many were educated 
abroad or in Western ways. Bi- 
nondo, to these young upward 
mobile Filipino-Chinese. has be- 
come synonymous to narrow 
Streets, no parking, and dirty 
Surroundings that they have to 
g0 through to check the busi- 
nesses their fathers set up there, 


ipinos. 


Tablets 
that purify water 
relaunched 


А FIRM RECENTLY RE-INTRODUCED 
tablets that can purify water for drink- 


ing. 

Кор & Co. Inc. launched Aquatabs, self: 
dissolving tablets that make water safe to 
drink. 15 active ingredient is sodium 
didioroisocyamurare (Марсо). The 
tablets are geared to help prevent water- 


dysentery Alog also sells these їп granular 
form that can be used for the treatment of 
larger volumes of water and dosing of 
piped water. The tablets are not used for 
water affected by chemical pollution. 

Dionisio Alog, president and CEO of 
the company that has successfully 
brought to the Philippines new global 
produets and technologies, gave an in- 
spiring talk that drew from leadership 
expert John Maxwell's teaching about 
defining one's purpose. According to 
Alog, the highly motivated Alog team 
has time and again responded positively 
to market competition, and with the re- 
launch of Aquatabs, the company reiter- 
ated its commitment to help add value to 
the lives of people and show gratitude to 
consumers by improving its products 
and services. 

Health Undersecretary Ethelyn Nieto 
pointed out that advancements in sei- 
ence have led people to assume that the 
welfare and health of people are now 
more easily assured. But due to environ- 
‘mental circumstances and manmade dis- 
asters, health problems continue to be 
difficult to control. Aquatabs, she noted, 
have played a role in helping people 
through simple but immediate and far- 
reaching ways. The health undersecre 
tary concluded by emphasizing the ne- 
cessity of moving beyond personal care 
toward a community-based approach to 
health that takes care of the environ- 
mentas well. 

Michael Gately, international market- 
ing manager of Medentech Ltd, Inc. Ire- 
Jand, presented information about how 
Aquatabs have helped millions of people 
‘worldwide. Since mid-80s, Aquatabs 
have been used for the treatment of 
drinking water in emergency settings 
"The product is safe for е routine treat- 
ment of drinking water because it uses 
Масс that conforms to internationally 
recognized specifications. 

Aquatabs allow "scalable approaches 
for water treatment in household water 
treatment programs" because the tablets 
are practical, pose no transportation 
hazards, can be administered by non- 
technical persons, and do not take up a 
great deal of storage space. 

For 25 years, Alog & Co. Inc. has been. 
marketing and distributing products for the 
human health, structural properties, and 
the environment against microorganisms 
and pests, For more info about Aquatabs, 
call 882-4513 10 14 and 882-1767. 


DE JESUS, Wenceslao and Ong 


eat in their favorite Chinese 
restaurants in the estero area, 
buy gold jewelry for their 
friends and relatives, or just to 
hang out with other Chinese 


‘And they realized Binondo has 
become limited to the Chinese. 
Unlike in other countries, where 
а Chinatown is a place where 


borne diseases like cholera, typhoid and | 


tourists goto regularly. 
‘Two young men began toying 
with the idea of creating a new 
Chinatown outside of Binondo. 
They started selling the idea to 
other investors who bought into 
it. Of course, needless to say, the 
investors are al Chinese-Fil 


ipinos. 


Mark Steven Ong is an archi- 
tect. And even before he had in- 
vestors, he already had a drawing 
of how he wants a Chinatown 
outside Binondo to look like. He 
showed this to close friend, Ed- 
win Michael "Dindo" C. Wences- 
lao, whose family was a part own- 
er or the 204-hectare Aseana In- 
dustrial Park in the reclaimed 


area along Diosdado Macapagal 
Avenue in Parafiaque (where the 
newly opened Mall of Asia is lo- 


cated). 


Guillermo 
Construction 
September. 


The project will have three 
phases. What has been started is 
the first phase—a commercial 
complex that will combine busi- 
ness and trade with social and 
leisure activites. Project cost for 


‘Avenue, in Parañaque City 


A total of 16 investors were 

pooled to form the Bay Pat 

Neo Chinatown Inc. including 
“Gemo” 


lion. 
Chutick. 
started last 


year. 


the first phase is about P250 mil- 


The group's marketing man, 
Robert T. de Jesus, says they 
are trying to convince some of Ой 
the restaurants in Binondo, es- 

pecially those in Ongpin Street 
to open branches in the new 
Chinatown, which is set to 
open at the last quarter of the 


Neo Chinatown. 


Asia. 


Не says they are also trying to 
convince establishments from 
mainland China to open in the 


do says they think the 
Neo Chinatown will comple- 
ment the newly opened Mall of 


Mark says it will try to repli- 
cate the Chinatowns in other 
countries—it will also have а 
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AN ARCHITECT'S perspective of the first phase of the Neo Chinatown along Diosdado Macapagal 


night market, have shops for 
gold jewelry, good Chinese 
restaurants, and Chinese 
medicine shops. 

As the Neo Chinatown is set to 
open, newspapers recently an- 
nounced that Megaworld, led by 
Andrew Tan, won the bidding for 
the PS billion to P7 billion project 
that will take five years to com- 
plete 


What have we learned about ‘Positioning?’ 


IN 2001, -MCGRAW-HILL PUBLISHED 
the 20ch anniversary edition of the 
book, "Positioning: The Battle for Your 
Mind,” by Al Ries and his parner, Jack 
Trout. But it was way back in 1972 
‘when Al Ries and Jack Trout coined and 
wrote about positioning in a three-part 
series of articles in Advertising Age. Af- 
ter eight years, the series was trans- 
formed into book form that became a 
marketing classic. Even Al Ries’ severest 
critics (and there are many of them) ad- 
mit that Al Ries is "without doubt one of 
the most prominent gurus of strategic 
thinking.” The same critics had recog- 
nized (rather reluctantly) that his posi- 
tioning concept "to this very day shapes 
the way marketing and branding are 
done all over the world ... (and that) 
only few other concepts come close in 
importance." 

So over these past 30 years what 
have we learned about positioning? For 
those of you who are not at the INqua- 
En- sponsored Al Ries’ brand marketing 
conference which is being held today at 
the Philippine Plaza Hotel, heres a 
summary: 

Here's lesson No. 1: 

Positioning is a marketing principle 
that has stood the test of time. There 
have been as many definitions as there 
are speakers and writers but the origi- 
mal Ries and Trout concept, has en- 
ured. If you listen and read carefully, 
you will find that there are two com- 
mon denominators across the many 
definitions. These two capture the es- 
sential genetics of positioning. 

We scart with Al Ries and Jack Trout's 
concept and definition. They say: 

“Positioning is what you do to the 
mind of the prospect. That is, you posi- 
tion the product in the mind of the 
prospect.” 

“What matters are the perceptions 
that exist in the mind. The essence of 
the positioning thinking isto accept the. 
perceptions as reality and then restruc- 
ture those perceptions to create the po- 
sition you desire. 

‘The measure of competition in the 
mind of the consumer. 

Tn terms of strategic marketing in- 
sight, Ries and Trouts contribution 
comes from their focus on the con- 
sumer's mind. That's the place where 
positioning happens. 

It was out of this consumer beba 
ior “reality” that we now think of com- 
petition as taking place first in the 
‘consumer's mind before getting trans- 
lated as competition in the physical 
marketplace. We measure competi- 
tion in the marketplace with the fa- 
miliar share of market metric. The 
Ries’ concept of competition in the 
consumers mind gave rise to the 
share of mind metric. 

‘Subsequent consumer behavior stud- 
ies established that the consumers buy- 
ing behavior in the marketplace (i. 
the share of market) is preceded by 
their perception response in their mind 
(ie, the share of mind). This insight 


led to today’s marketing “best practice” 
guide saying: 

Because your brand's share of mind 
changes before the change in its share 
of market, you can use share of mind as 
а predictor of share of market. Over 
time, your brand's share of market will 
tend to move toward its share of mind. 
So in your marketing research (Usage 
Attitude Image UAL study), if you 
see that your brand's share of market is 
higher than its share of mind, then ex- 
pect that if you continue what you're 
doing, your brand's share of market 
will eventually go down to the lower 
level of its share of mind. But if your 
market research shows that your 
brand's share of market is lower than 
its share of mind, then expect that un- 
less your competitors do something, 
your brand’s share of market will even 
tually go up to the higher level of its 
share of mind. 

“Today, this Ries and Troutinspired 
best practice rule has proven its worth 
as a practical common sense forecast- 
ing tool in marketing planning and as a 
marketers early warning signal. 

Afer Positioning became a sus- 
tained bestseller and “bible” of market- 
ing strategy, many elaboration of his 
positioning concept and definition 
found their way into the marketing lit 
erature as well as practice. Later, the 
acknowledged ultimate synthesizer of 
marketing concepts, Philip Kotler (the 
senior MRx-ers professor at North- 
western and co-author), summarized 
these definitions in his restatement of 
positioning as battling for “a desirable 
and distinctive place relative to com- 
peting products in the minds of target 
consumers.” 

‘Two prerequisites for your posi- 
tioning to work: desirable and dis- 
tinctive 

So there's your two common denom- 
inators of positioning; its two necessary 
Conditions, First, "desirable; that B, 
you dont position in something thats 
not desirable or important to your con- 
sumers. So find out first whats your 
consumers priority product values or 
needs. Second, “distinctive,” that is, in 
order to motivate consumers to favor 
your brand, you must make sure that it 
satisfies the consumers priority prod- 
uct values in a distinctive way or better 
than comperition. This second require- 
ment has come to be known as the 
products distinctiveness or differentia- 
ос In the '5Os and early '605, the de- 
scriptor for this requirement was “USP” 

ique selling propositio 

Over the years that marketers used 


learned that they have to have these 
two necessary conditions together. Oth- 
erwise, the positioning won't work and 
sales won't come. 

So the first strategic positioning error 
isto pay attention to just the first condi- 
tion. That's effectively saying: "ГИ find 
ош what's most important to my 
brands consumers and position it 
there" Of course, this will motivate 
consumers if your brand is the only one 
positioned in that product value. But 
even fiis, his won't last long. As soon 
as the competitors brands also deliver 
‘on that product value, even if that prod- 
uct value remains a high consumer pri- 
огу, i is then reduced into a "mini- 
mum requirement" consumer need. As 
a minimum requirement, satisfying that 
need wil no longer motivate con- 
sumers in your brand's favor or in алу 
brand's favor for that matter. Maslow's 
principle of motivation takes over: "A 
satisfied need no matter how important 
will no longer motivate." 

Expectedly the second strategic posi- 
tioning error is to focus only on the sec- 
‘ond condition. In effect, thats saying: 
“Tl find out whars not in the available 
brands and therefore what's a differen- 
tiator, and position my brand there." OF 
course, this will be a motivator, if the 
distinctiveness is also of priority value 
to consumers. If its not, then its a 
flawed positioning base. 

‘This is like the case of the instant cof- 
fee marketer who wanted to position а 
“breakthrough” instant coffee. The na- 
ture of the breakthrough is in the 
brand's being an instant powdered cof- 
fee (and therefore cheap) but able to 
capture the taste of ground coffee as the 
expensive Maxwell brand does. The 
coffee brand marketer here thought 
that positioning the brand as "the offi- 
cial coffee of the РВА? will grab a big 
proportion of market share from the 
dominant Nescafe brand leader. In the 
product test, consumers were asked 
What occasions they love and what oc- 
casions they hate drinking coffee. The 
love" occasions were as expected: dur- 
ing coffee break (of course), during 
breakfast, and so on. It was the most 
mentioned hate-occasion that was the 
eye-opener: "I hate taking coffee after 
sports" So “PBAS official coffee" posi- 
tioning was indeed a distinctiveness but 
it was something that was not only 
unimportant to the target consumers 
but worse: they hated coffee after 
sports. That included watching the 
PBA. 


Tve stated this partnership of posi- 
tioning’s two necessary conditions in 
this positioning proposition: 

For your products positioning to 
work, remember this: what's important 
must be distinctive, and what's distinc 
tive must be important for your target 
consumers. 

Now to our second lesson. 

Here's lesson No. 2: Positioning is as 
much a marketer behavior as it is a con- 
sumer behavior. 


In the final analysis, it is the con- 
sumers positioning of your brand 
that matters. You must converge with 
how your consumer positions your 
brand. 

For those who belong to the senior 
MRx-ers generation, you referred to 
this proposition ss "the marketing 
concept." The strategy direction of the 
marketing concept is to think always 
from the consumer's standpoint. Mar- 
keting planning and deciding must 
begin from where the consumers are 
and not from where you are as mar- 
keter. 

Then, in the '80s, this mindset was 
referred to as being “market driven.” 
When marketers in growing numbers 
swore allegiance to Al Ries’ positioning 
concept, positioning first became in 
most cases a marketer behavior. That 
was almost the opposite of the market- 
driven mindset. 

Weve had more than a few clients 
‘who said to the senior MRx-er that his 
consumer research on their brands was 
a letdown: "Dr. Ned, your research was 
a disappointment. There was no mar- 
keting insight at all” When asked to ex- 

in, here's a typical client answer: 
"Your research had no insight on con- 
sumers who believed and were motivat- 
ed by our brand's chosen positioning. In 
fact, it found the opposite; that con- 
sumers didn't like the brand's position- 


“Thank God these were the excep 
tional few. Most knew their marketing 
and acknowledged that consumers can. 
position your brand different from 
your positioning of it as a marketer. A 
simplistic but true example was the 
case of a pharma company that posi- 
tioned its new cephalosforin/antibio 
ic brand as а distinctively better ап 
ойс for upper respiratory infection. 
When doctors were asked to try the 
brand on their patients, most said in 
the post-trial interview that they found. 
the brand “very good for UTI (urinary 
tract infection).” So what are you to 
do? Force the consumer to accept your. 
positioning that it is for upper respira 
tory infections? 

When this difference in positioning 
between customer and marketer hap- 
pens, we now know that the correct 
move is to reposition by converging 
with the consumer positioning. 
Thats just being market driven, That's 
а welcome return to the marketing 
concept. 

So there you аге. That's where we are 
today on positioning and there's your 
more significant lessons learned over 
the past 30 years. McGraw-Hill in coop- 
eration with Salt and Light Venture has 
published a local reprint of the Al Ries 
and Jack Trout marketing classic, "Posi 
tioning: The Battle For Your Mind." The 
book is now available at National Book- 
store. 

Keep your questions coming. Send 
them to us at MarketingRxGpldtDSL net. 
or ext us at (919-314-5412. God bless! 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER- 


puede BuSINESS/riday 
THE LIGHT-HEARTED CEO 


In retail, it's repeat busines: 
that will keep you going 


WILLIAM Т. BELO, founder and ways go for repeat business with опе more outlet aside from the tions his employees. According 
CEO of Wilcon Builders Supply your customers, so you'll never original to him, "fou can never underes- 
Ine, stared small. Heestablished beoutofbusinesswhenitemes He is also quick to share that timate the importance and the 
a comer hardware store with two to retailing.” not only he Bes found success contributions of your person- 
cousins and three employees. — During the early years of with his venture. Of his firstcor- nel" He also mentions integrity, 
Back in 1977, that frst outlet ос. Wilcon, Belo worked really poratebroodoftwocousinsand good reputation, and deliver- 
cupid only a 60 square meter hard. From selling, manning the three employees, two have ing on his promises (what Fi. 
area along Quezon Ave. After ex- cashier to delivery, check reaped the fruits of their labor. ipinos locally call palabra de 
panding to various locations, stocks, he used to do even the Thesaidcousin isstilla business honor in Spanish). 
{соп became one of the top menial tasks as much as he partnerandnowheads Wilcon's Aspiring entrepreneurs all 
onstruction supply companies т could, This does not mean, external affairs office. One of over the country do have a lotto 
fhe country in 1995. Fastforward though, that he has slowed the first three employees now learn from Belo. Be prepared to 
102006, almost 30 years later. He down. He is still “very much in- heads the dispatch unit. “I be- do hard work. Know your line of 
has expanded and diversified his volved up tonow. Td say'm 110 lieve they stayed because they business by heart. Have a lot of 
company into eight outlets of percent committed, from choos- saw the opportunity for growth integrity. These can make you a 
"Wicon Builders’ Supply and six ing the products for sale in our early on, and they achieved pro- success,” he asserts. 
butlers of the larger Wilcon display areas to checking our fessional and personal growth ^ When asked what items in his 
Builders’ Depot with complete depotsin the morning.” as the company became bigger living room will catch a visitor's 
home building products ftom ce- Не starts each day by check- in size,” Belo shares. attention, Belo quickly replies, 
тапіс йез to appliances and ur. ing their warehouses and out- Ever since they started, Belo “I believe every room of your 
niare, lets. He makes ita poine thatthe has made ita commitment toof. home is a reflection of who you 
Belo recounts that at age 26, important people report to him fer Filipinos quality housing are. For instance, the floor cov. 
the fexibility that cannot beas. directly. It also helps that he products from all over the ering and furniture pieces in my 
sociated witharegular9to 5job knows most employees from ће world. “When we were starting, living room are well coordinat- 
attracted him to become an en- supervisory level up, as well as if Filipinos wanted quality prod: ed and reflect my taste. | am 
repreneur. The flexbility in those employees who have been ucts, they had totraveltotheUS proud to say that I personally 
terms of his outfits profitability with the Wileon organization or other countries to get the chose them.” 
also motivated him, As he says, for 10-15 years. quali they desired. Since we — When it comes to the dining 
“When ies your business, the Over the years, Belohes care- started in 1977, Wileon has room and kitchen, he stresses 
sky's the limit.” fully expanded Wilcon to bigger made it a commitment to bring cleanliness and an appealing 
Even then, he had an ability and better outlets, іп а moveto those quality products here. ambiance. He shares that his 
to Took over things on a long. be closer to more customers in Thus, Filipinos sem а lt on family loves cooking, is Vi- 
term basis. He saw right away the booming areas of the travelcosts.” tal rhat his kitchen has а huge WILLIAM 
that dealing with housing and metropolis. His first store, on a That firm commitment re- work area, the cabinets are per- hs lod 
construction materials isa com- rented location, is still there, al mains true to this day. Wilcon fectly coordinated, and the just looking at the Italian and most important part of a аг. 
tinuous business, “Ies very ba- though its much Bigger now"As offer Filipinos a wide range of utensils and ingredients can be, Spanishtilesthatmake hisbath- den. A spacious lawn and the 
sig, like food and water People they say, you just can’ leave а top choices, from Kohler bath- found easily. room really elegant. As for his perfect placement of plants, ог 
‘wll build homes, and they wil place where you found lady room fixtures to designer ce. Аз а home improvement en- bedroom, it is of course a sanc- naments, and outdoor furniture. 
regularly need materials to luck. Its also for sentimental ramic tiles from Italy and Spain. trepreneur and expert, Belo is (шагу for relaxation, perfect for makea garden beautiful.” 
maintain their homes,” he as- reasons; he explains. He also Many ofthese ae also available expected to have adeluxe bath- unwinding after а hard days Quality homebuilding materi 
Serts. He also discounts the по. made sure that Wilcon invests exclusively at Wilcon. room and master's bedroom. He work. als are showcased in his home 
tion that retail has its ups and wisely: all store locations are 5о, what are the keys to his loves to spend time in his relax- Ні garden is also well taken all from Wilcon Builders Depot 
downs. He maintains, "ou a now company owned, except success? Unexpectedly, he men- ing whirlpool bath, sometimes сате of. “Greeneries are the ofcourse. 


When Donald meets Jerry Ad folks turn 


‘THE PHILIPPINES’ answer to Ya- est technology, can’t take their from an efficent yet generic 
hool is more than a duckand- eyes off their computer screens, search and e-commerce portal to 
mouse game, Gr their minds off leaming. highly specif, comprehensive, РЧА ееп io опот 

Tn the early 90s, a young grad- Like Jerry, he also seems todo one-stop portal that addresses | 
uate student from Stanford Uni- this faster than most ofhumanity. virtually everything a Filipino on- ‚ 
versity began to feel increasingly 1 For one thing, Don line needs. f л ГА 
Ii manure ner rns A среде Zed 
through tens of thousands of in- head of the countrys top web says Donald. "Itis synonymous to 
formation on the worldwide web. portal in Jess than a deca Filipino sear ' 

"This was during the early days тоок the helm of Yehey! i nder Donald's leadership, 
of the Internet but Jerry Yang, ber 2005, coming offfrom ahigh- Yehey! has recently undergone a 
way ahead of his time, already ly successful stint as vice-presi- makeover, becoming even more 
begun surfing the web in earnest. dent of the Philippine Daily In- Filipino than ever. From its logo 
So to organize his late-night fun, ‘uirer—where he was promoted and overall look, to its highly lo- 
Jerry, together with fellow stu- twice in hs less than four years- alized and comprehensive con- 
dent David Filo, designed the Ya- an achievement largely unprece- ten, to features and games that 
hoo! search engine to locate web ented for someone his age yet focus on well-loved Pinoy icons. 
sites they liked. hardly undeserved. Donald adds that the ultimare 

“Two years later and thousands A topmanagement graduate of goal is to inroduce a “change in 
of miles away, five college stu the Ateneo, Donald used to work lifesyie.” This may be covered by 
dents from the Ateneo de Manila asmanagementtaineeofBurper Yehey's Pinoy search, messenger 
Universiy—now familiar with King then worked his way цр о online world, breta (points sys- 
the features of what had since be- marketing manager in a span of tem), or anything that will bring 
come the overnight hit Ye only three years the current “offline” way of life to 
hoc began to fee! increasingly ‘Along the way, he got an MBA 
frustrated at the search engine's through the offshore program of АЙ this bodes well for the su 
disconnection with Filipinos’ Murdoch University in Australia, dent, the young professional, the 
presence on the web, obtained diplomas in hotel and senior manager, the overseas Fil- 

Searching for a “home” they restaurant management, execu- ipino worker, and anyone else 
can call their own on cyberspace, tive management, interior deco who wants to take a closer look at 
the barkada designed a maverick rating, and Pelmanism. the Philippines. 
portal that would eventually pave On top of Yhey, Donald dio. "Ме want fo provide a venue 
the way for Filipinos to create a S oversees five other businesses of for specific Filipino needs and ex- 
global village, albeit virtually. ОМАРЫ his own. He also offers manage- есше it efficiently and creatively 

Thus was bor Yehey! ment consulting for upcoming but with a touch of Pinoy since 

Nearly a decade since and professional who is more Pinoy brands and businesses. most ofthese services are also be- 
Yehey! has become a Cinderella than his looks and last name: А key figure in marketing ing provided by our international 
story. The portal generates over Donald Patrick Lim, company events and comperirions,he'sone competitors (such as Yahoo! and 
30 million page views a month president and CEO. of only 24 certified marketing Google) he says. “Ош core ob- 
(of which, 1:8 milion are nique Like Yahoo!'s Jerry Yang when professionals in the country and jective is to build our own ser- 
Visitors) and boasts of over he started ош in the business, was last year's president of the vices fit for the Pinoy lifestyle.” 
280,000 registered users. Donald is also young (29 years Philippine Marketing Associa- For Donald, the era of the giob- 

“The Filipino site has come on old). Unlike Jerry, however, Don-  tion-the umbrella group of таг. al Pinoy has just begun. 
its own, and now proudly bran- ald is no geek from Silicon Valley, ketersin the country. THE MAN BEHIND YEHEY! If 
dishes its local lineage with the though he also looks the pat. Yet all his rigorous real world Yahoofs Jerry Yang was the 
tagline, Pinoy "To Pre!" ("Thisis In many ways, Donald is just and classroom waining only “Geek from God,” Donald Lim of 
Filipino). like tens of thousands of curious served to prepare Donald for his Yehey! could very well be che "Re- 

Someone constantly tuned in young and youngatheart who most challenging job yetre- naissance Mam" of the virtual 
to Yehey! almost 24/7 is а young Can't stop tinkering with the lat- branding and redefining Yehey! world. 


By Marlet D. Salazar thats a sign a very special 
person in their world today” 
KEN KAESS was much well. ' Ziegler came with Kaess to 
loved in one of the largest аб. New York after the latter 
verdsing agencies intheworld. hired him. He was later 
Canying on the company’s her. tasked to run Asia Pacific. 
itage of “creative revolution,” “What Ken did was he took 
DDB Philippines spearheaded us outside of a narrowly de- 
a tribute to the chair of DDB signed advertising focus,” 
Worldwide who passed away, Ziegler said. "He started to 
by sponsoring the planting of push us coward thinking 
trees in the La Mesa Water- about how do we deliver for 
shed. ош clients across all disci 
‘John Ziegler, DDB Asia Pa- plines and how we take a fo 
fic regional director, flew in cus for our clients based on 
from Australia to attend the what they need as opposed to 
event attended by over 50 what we have to sell.” 
DDB employees. DDB is known for its "cre- 
"The DDB Philippines ative revolution" heritage 
agency had the idea and they and Kaess carried on that 
wanted to do something so- principle. He steered the 
cially positive," Ziegler said. company to be known as one 
“with Ken's passing they of the best brand builders 
think it's a great opportunity worldwide. 
to dedicate an activity like Тһе philosophy which DDB 
this to him.” lives is "Better ideas, better 
Ziegler also said, “This is results" by. Is clients Include 
not only a great community SmMart Telecom, Johnson 
effort but also a great way of and Johnson, Philips, Mc- 
people getting together to do Donalds MasterCard, Henkel 
something in a way than big- and Chlorox. 
ger than ourselves bigger In the late 1970s, the then 
than our business.” known Doyle Dane Bernback 
Каезз was а major force in hired the young Ken as an ac- 
the advertising industry. He count executive in its New 
began his career in 1977 at Yorkoffice. 
Doyle Dane Bernbach (now After a brief hiatus from 
called DDB). the advertising world, Kaess 
He left for a vice president returned to his DDB family as 
and management supervisor president of DDB Entertain 
Position at Jordan, McGrath, ment in Los Angeles. Two 
Case & Taylor. years ater he took over as 
PHILIPS Philippines president. 3 p тї a ae Б затне for president of he whole LA of 
эчу rain i XE "Muppet Babies" when he In January 2001, Kacss as- 
Балаадан apse i joined the New World Enter- sumed the CEO spot adding 
housing certificate to one ofthe tainment. Prior to occupying to his two other positions as 
bled араса 1 the CEO position in 2001, president of DDB Worldwide 
GK Philips Village in Calamba, h 4 Kaess manned DDB's Los An- and chair of its Worldwide 
Rage ees eet geles and New Yorkoffices.In Operating Committee. 
Kalinga executive director Tony 1999 he was named world. Ziegler believes that the 
Meloto (2nd from left). wide president. tribute at La Mesa Watershed 
Maren cci mri "Не was more a man who serves as Kaess legacy. 
and Dutch resources because of empowers other people and 1 think his legacy ie rè: 
Royal Philips Electronics ` supports them,” Ziegler said flected in part in what we're 
president Gerard Kleisterlee’s A ofkaessbeforethe тее plant- doing today" Zieglers said. 
commitment to the project, the. ing. “He was able to bring out "He has planted very impor. 
participation of Philips the best in all of us. When he tant seeds in this business: 
Philippines employees in came into a room he didn't seeds on how to think abouta 
building the houses which reflect have to sing to have othor business in a different way; 
Dutch symbols. And motifs like. people feel happier because what we need todo for the fu- 
the windmill will be put up soon, everyone knew he was there twe.” 
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SECONDARY EDUCATION DEVELOPMENT AND IMPROVEMENT PROJECT 
SCHOOL FACILITIES DEVELOPMENT 


20% DISCOUNT! 
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PARTICIPANTS AT 
the 17th Montreux 
= Energy Roundtable 
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pioneering efforts to 
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ASIAN DEVELOPMENT BANK 


P.O. Box 789. Manis, Philppinas. 
в ADB Avenue, Mandaluyong Cy. Prappioes 
Tol 6з 4301, 632 4084, 632 4444; Fax No. 6982577 
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INVITATION to PREQUALIFY for CONTRACT NO. ADB/OAS-2006/022 
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(Commissary Management Services) 

“The Aslan Development Bank (ADB), a muliateal development nance isituston headquartered 
Maria, Phipines, vies interested companies о apply lor prequalicanon requred in subsequent 
bidding exercise lr e proreon ct commissary managemantservcas a ADS Hadruartrs Balan 
located at No. 6 АОВ Avenue, Mandaluyong Сау. Phippnes 

The Contractor shall perform the services wi зей personnel end necessary supervision, 
Approprate equipment lo manage, operate and maintain he ax exempt Commissarylacity осие 
‘writin the ADS premises. The Contacior sal operata and manage ine Commissary and conduct 
Sales operallons ol varous grocery tema Котеп and chiled produci, wines and spins, tobacco and 
"ther products as rected by the ADB in accordance and conplance wih ta exsing polos, 
Inetruglons, standards and procaduras to tha ope 
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bring geothermal and 
wind power into the 
renewable energy 
mainstream. 

Dr. Marianne Haug, 
Board Chairman of 
Germanys Forum for En- 
ergy Policy and 
Technology and former 
Werld Bank Director for 
Southeast Asia congratu- 


lated Dr. Alan T. Ortiz, 
President and CEO ofthe 
National Transmission 

rion, for assuring 
the Roundtable ofthe 
Philippines’ unrelenting 
commitment to develop- 
ing the use of bioenergy 


Prequalification is open to fems and voluntad formed joint venturas trom ока members of ADS. 
Interested eligible applicants may request futher iilormation by caling, writing or taxing. the 
Procurement and Contracts Administration Section, Instulional Services Division, Office ot 
Mómnisraton Services, Aslan Devalopmant Bank at tha contact address speciied above staring 
ftom 9:00 a.m. c 4:00 pum. 
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Sonal and international 
nergy companies im- 
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ths year are Dr Am 
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Soural of Energy Fi 
Development 


Two copias (markod “Origina and “Copy of tha applications shou bo submited each in a sealed 
onvelopo marked “Application to Prequality for the Commissary Management Services 
"adóressed lo he attonion of “Head, Procurement and Contracts Administration Section, 
institutional Services Division, Offica of Administrative Services” and shout reach ADS nol iater 
than 3:00 p.m. on 11 July 2006. ADS reserves to ight 0 accopt or rect late appcaions 
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30% D/P Supervision 
— ‘Experience will be an advantage. 
- аана Qualiled applcants may send resumé thru 
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Adóress : HR Department 
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BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE-INFRASTRUCTURE 
‘Cebu Capitol, Cebu Oty 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The Province а Cobu, troughs Bids and Awards Commitee-trirasiruciure (ВАС. 
INFRA, ves speciali works contactors аду lor egy, tbid fer a hereunder 
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Name of Contact ишп Беата Escalators tor he 
Cabu rational Conwnton Center CICC) 
Nort acamaton Area, Mando Cty 
Supply тулап end Сотто, 
of vais & Esato 


Location 
Brat Овоот 


очла Budget lor 

1e Contract Ризо 
Prospective bidon shouid posses vald oonas[ ретаз cercana applati to 
тосола have соте а simlar contract wina value ies 50% of fe ABC or 
the ast wo years, and have key personnel toos and equipment aviae for 1na 
Brosecionol he cort The ВАС МАЯА wil use an decreloner pass / tat criera 
те Вову Crack Screening as wal asina Ролу Examination le Bd. 
‘TheBAG INFRA ий conduct pst-quaicaton o! he but cute bid. 
Малда relate t Egy Statements and Screening, Bid Securty. Performance. 
‘Senay Р.Э; Conerence, Eaton af Bs, Post Quecaton and Awars ol 
Сонгай state gvenedby o prier provisions fA 8184 and ns тинтиб 
Ries and Ragione A (RFA). 
‘The che of BAC-NFRA aces solom 
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BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE-INFRASTRUCTURE 
Cebu Capitol, Cebu City 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
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BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE-INFRASTRUCTURE 
Сева Capitol, Cebu City 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
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‘The BACINFRA Secntarat vil issue о prospecive bidder's Eighty Ferns at e 
Provinca Engineers Ole, Capial Compound, Cebu Су. upon Pr submission of a 
Leter of rent and upon payment of ronda amount Ну Pesos (P 5000) 1o 
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Perubika ng Phoras 
PANGASINAN NG TUBIG AT ALKANTARILYA SA METRO МАНДА. 
Matopoitan Waterwor and Soverage System 
‘SPECIAL BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE 
Kalpunan Road, Gaara, Quezon Сау 1105 Pilipinas 

1831" Tatax Ма. [52 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
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эрес Bs ond Awards Commitee (Commitee. evi interested partes 19 
appi lor sigoany and o td Tr te Assignment of ИЗ Recelvables and па 
Rich and Obligation to Subserte to 93.37 Equity In Maynilad Water Services, 
Inc талча") 

‘Siding shat be conducted rough open compative beg procedures and 
shall govemed y applicatio Ришрра taws, rulas and equations, Te dg 
process lor Ine Transacton shall have tiro (3) phases, пате: Phase 1 
{Preparation Phase) Phase 2 (Pre Qualicanon Phase), and Phase 3 (Biddng 
Prase) 

Interested partes may secure copies ol ha Bidding Documents, which indude 
the Instructions o igers (TE), at a Secretariat o ina MWSS Specal Bids and 
[wards Commitee, located at t Sr. Deputy Aranisrators Ofico round Foo, 
MSS Engneenn Being, Katipunan Road, Bara, Quezon Ciy,Phippines 
Жалт on 26 June 2006 unt 10 July 2006 from 8:20 am. to 5:00 pm. upon 
payment ola re roundatie te cf Five Thousand US Datars (082500000) 
Fha mode of payment ла! be cash or manager's check. The Bidding Documents 
Sha bo ecated by ia Rieresed paries amssives cr her duly authorized 
‘epresoriaves. A teresad paries sacuring copies of те Bidding Documents 
"al be requrad to acknowiedgo rece ofthe sad Ваго Documents and io 
igit her acceptance ol ine teme and cantons ofthe Вето Documenta by 
‘hecuting the form attached to ihe Bidding Documents as Schedule 2 
(hetnowtadgment and мот) ha same 1o o Commute a e adress uon 
sion ro aer an 29 pam. of 21 July 2006 Oniy nose пев paries who 
purchased то Bing Documents ond submited ie Rcknowledgnent betore te 
оде provided aro shal be alowed о participara nthe Bading proces 
ato submission o! ine Required Documents sal not Бе accepted 

interested partes who ave submitted Ie Acknowledgment winin ha dosdine 
provided above пей ыт па Required Documonts enumersad in Cisuse 7.1 of 
We ТВ to the Comite at ће adóressovan below no ater Пал 2:00 pan. o 21 
‘lly 2006, The Gomes sns nom the tarot partas по ater Pan 28 му 
20001 ey are eigo о participate m Phase 2 (Pre-Qualicaton Phase) of e 


ошон starting on 26 July 2006 unl 28 July 2008 trom 8: 
Upon paymant c anon «lncati eo cl One Thousand US Dates (USS? 000.0) 
Те move o paymant shal bo cas or manager’ cack. Tre Вато Matera 
{het bo тесе by те interested partes PamsaNos or er duy authorized 
"agresentatve On ose interest patos who purchased the Bóng Matarals 
‘hal be alowed іо parecian 2 (Pre-Quattcaton Phase] of ne dang 


"Tho Bidder shall submit һе Еду Documants enumerated in Clause 1-1 
ot ma TB to tne Gomes accordance win Clause 12 o e П at е accross 
Ouen below ro iater han 2:0 pom. of i August 2006. Tre Commitee shat 
{Blom tne Biers no ite than 25 August 2008 1 me за Bidders have pro- 
uas and ae одре о participate in Phasa 3 (Basing Phase) о Ве bidang 
Brocas lor ia Transacton. Оту тозе Ваве who have pre-qualieg and are 
фота шуй о parispai in Phase 3 (Bidding Pase] of ha Dg process 
Spine Commute shali Бе alowed о аг psricpat in Pasa 3 (BG Phase) 
"ine bidding process as "QuaMez Bidcors Lata submission ol те ERgbtly 
Documenta shali not bo accopa 
"The Р'В Conrenca в scheduled at 2:00 p.m. on 27 September 2006 at 
submit iheir Bd Proposals complent win Clause 19 
ol he ITB to те Commi in accorcance win Cause 21 c 1e ТВ no atr пал 
2 pinot 24 October 2008 at a place tobe announced latar. Late supsisson 
OU Proposals shan not be accepted. 

The MWS resoves the gh to accept or reject any Ва Proposals o annal 
тенди proces, and то rect al б Proposal at any та pror 1o е award ot 
the Transacton to Pe winning bidder, minout обу car апу anity o a. 
Чедо cor radon. 

“The MWSS assumes no герои ыу whatscover to compensato ог indore 
погов pertes andor Gers Ки any oxpensa cred ne preparation ot 
"пег applications and bid 

(502) OSCAR L GARCIA 
[2] 
мизз Spacia! Bt and Awards Commis 
‘Ground Foe, Engneerng Bulg 
MIS Compound, Каргап Rood, 
"Bare, Qvozen Оу, Proppines 
rt nin cun 


Severina 18 Pque * P18M (neg) LA 1400sqm 
FA 450sqm, 5BR, 8 car garage, maids rm 
Big lawn, half court, 2 vacant lot – 
8237446 / 6134839 RUSH SALE! 


The BACINFRA Secret wil оол pespectve bars Eig Forms a e. 
Ромо Ense s OB, Legare Васо. Capi Compound, Cebu Сау. upon 
er sumiso ter cert and upon payment crn-eundetie amount Fy 
Pesce (P 50.00) o Pe Cath Dion Роса Treasurer's Ойсе Prospecive bidders 
жей айта те Colt Fequreners о and noy aso oia De ess та Eighty 
С ron, he tlormentoned adores. For hor inquies, one may cal e. 
Secret э (002) 255105. 

The BAC INFRA wi issue Big Documents cde Pans and ресе мола. оу 
тэбеп decared by be BAC-APRA lobe obi or Pe ng upon payment oinor- 
undae amount of Fe Thousand Posos [P5000 0) to he Cash Dixson, Pow 
Tasers Osce. 

The Prones ol Cebu assumes о паролду wtatsoever io compensate or indemnity 
Deters or гу expenses голй r Те preprston o! er bids ала reserves Po ул 
orc any and a td, wave any delector dorma к те bó acr a lale o 
"beg or not 1o award Be conc 


ferred 


Бааз вава 


TIE GC INFRA Secretariat нй usua 10 prospective bere Eig Fors м e. 
Ромго Engineer's Oe, Сар Cone Cebu Су. upon er submission ol a 
eter trt and upon payment ol a on renda amount cl Ру Pesos (P $0 00) o. 
e Cash Dien, Provincia! Treasurers Осе. Prospcive bidder sh submit he 
EigeityRegaremerts o, and may iso can he resus o! e Бу Creek om, 
esorenertened ades. Former rus, one тау cal he Secretaratat (032) 
жыз 

The BAC-NFRA wil issue Bidding Documents содор Technical Plans, Technical 
Spectestons Terns Авен oniy о bidders decre lobe eigo for he bid 
{hon paynentctanor enda wenau Тел Thousand Pesos Р 10,000.00) oe. 
Cas Оне, ProsmcalTreaseís fice 

“The Province o! Cebu assumes no responsiblity wtatsoever o ngersate ordena 
Dere lar any expenses ourred Ве preperation o! ner bids and, eseves fe sgh 
io reject any and sA Dias, кале элу eec or йотайу n n bids, decr a alu ot 
leg rotto award бе contac. 


(Sod) EDUARDO T. HABIN 
(Charman 


BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE-INFRASTRUCTURE 
Cebu Capital, Cebu City 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID. 


The Province of Cebu, rough s Bids and Анал Conniteeilasucue (ВАС. 
INFRA, ines specaly works contac 1o apiy regi, tbid ore hereunder 
pue $ 

Name ol Coni Instaaton ol Sandy Оба Stor ho Cebu 
taraen Comveeton Center CICC) 
Чот Padonston Aa, Mandaue Ciy 
Supply, nsateton and Conmssunig o 
Emergency Back up Power System ar e CICC 
Approved Buel r 


[54 19,000,009 
Prospecive bidders shoul possess valks салсе eis cariicatons apical о 
‘contact rave competed a smitar contract win a аео atleast 50% cl e АВС for 
та ы wo years. and hava key personnel, оов and equpment aval Ior he 
posession dhe cone. Te BAC-NFRA wl usaron decreonar pass lail onera 
Dire Engoty Check’ Seeing as weas e reina Eramnatan cl Bis. The 
TBAC-NÉRA wi conduct pos quaticaton lhe west calculated i 
Hlpertcdarsrtiaiveto Ek gol Stones an Sereoring, Ви Securty, Perfomance 
Scy, Pre-sióóng Conse, Easton ol Bis, Post Qualicaton and Award ol 
Conre sna be governed оу те pennant provisions o! RA 9184 and s тратил 
aes end Roguatons A NARA) 

“The sched of BAC INFRA sles as flows 


raton 
Brel Desipien 


'BACINFRARCINITES. SCHEDULE 


П 
D 


DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
PROCUREMENT SERVICE 


Tra Dadang Doesneas i Compact Dus СО) tar copy мй be энне she BAC 
Bee Sars ers Sa com УЫ y roe eer Bag Dep Com Me 
Fee eso ong meii ep Opes spores 


‘esl BAG sean ба scat lay ora, Wana Sra OH өг 
Pad 


More Classified Ads: AFP-RSBS on Page A14; 
TESDA & Davao City Water District on Page A22 


есери kom prospect doe of Leners of 
теп (LON nus Appicavon or Esty 
тавало igi Forms. 

Возвр дову Resurenents 

оке Rest Ege Check 
Tesance of bring Docurents 

Рез Солна hy, 2008 
Recap and Openng Ват “ay 72006 
‘The BACINFRA Secretariat wi Issue о pospecve Bide’ Eng Forms at e 
Proencal Engneers Ойсе, Сарай Compound, Cebu Сү. ponte submission o 
Later et end upon payment a on vlndaba amount of Fly Pesos (80000. 
the Cath Durson,Proencal Treasurer's Ойсе. Prospcive bidders sil sumi the. 
EigbdiyRgaremerts о, ахі may ao coran the оваз o! e Eigbfty Check kom, 
т someones adress For ттс mure, ono may cal o Soret a! (032) 
Е 

The BAC-NFRA wil sue Bidding Documents ncudng Technical Plans, Technical 
oecicatone, Terms ol Releransa oniy obice declares 1o be ebgbe er he айп 
ол payment ca почва amour ol ve Thousand Pasos Р 500000) iota 
Cash мао, Рена Treasures Оке. 

Tra Provinoe o! Cab assures o responbillywisspevrioconpersal or indemnly 
"Bates Jor any expensøs кюлте Ве praparaton ol nr bits and, reserves arg 
то reject any end a tis, wave any elector loma n na bs declare faa ot 
‘dng ont award fa conta. 


Tne 23 -29,2005 


EEE 
ETE 
ауз, 2008 
My 34 42008 


(Sod) EDUARDO T. HABI 
Crasman 
EEEE 


PRIVATIZATION AND MANAGEMENT OFFICE 
INVITATION TO BID 


Being offered for sale through public bidding, as one whole 
Jot and on an “азів, where-is" basis, are seven (7) contiguous 
parcels of land with improvements, covered by various. 
Transfer Certificates of Title (TCTs), with a total area of 
approximately 14.319 hectares for P143,654,000.00, located 
at Barrio Makiling, Calamba, Laguna, formerly belonging to 
Unisol Industries and Manufacturing Corporation (UNISOL). 
All offers shall be received, opened and tabulated in the 
presence of other bidders on 06 July 2006, at 3:00 p.m. at the 
PMO Conference Room, 6th Floor, 104 Gamboa Street, 
Legaspi Vilage, Makati City 

Interested parties may avail of the Asset Specific Bidding 
Rules (ASBR) and Asset Specific Bidding Form (ASBF) 
for a nominal fee of PhP500.00 from the PMO Marketing 
Department, 104 Gamboa Street, Legaspi Village, Makati 
City. 

For more information, please call Mr. John F. Baldemor of the 
PMO Marketing Department at 817-6331 / 817-8762 
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[BUSINESS 


Call centers seen to grow SMEs 


ment believe that the former would even- 


Think long term, US 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


‘THE EXPANSION OF CALL CENTERS OUTSide 
Мето Manila is expected to give rise to busi- 
mess opportunities for micro and small-sized 
‘businesses due to the creation of more jobs. 

Raffy David, a director of the Call Center 
Association of the Philippines, said in an in- 
terview that the aggregate disposable in- 
come of those working in the sector has 
ballooned from an estimated P2.4 billion in 
2003 to as much as P18.4 billion this year. 

David, who is also a director of Pilipinas 
‘Teleserv inc. said the ripple effect of the in- 
dustry could be fet even among vendors of 
fish balls and “taho” or soy bean curd. 

“While the growth of the entire industry 
may be slowing down due to its sheer size, 
its impact on the economy would be in- 
creasingly visible,” David said. 

He said call centers’ dollar revenues 
‘were currently about a tenth of remittances 
from overseas Filipino workers. 

But some observers from the govern- 


tually replace the latter. 

Also, David said that in a recent meeting 
of representatives of the Bangko Sentral 
and CCAP officials, the BSP said it would 
conduct this year a survey of the informa- 
tion technology-enabled service industry 
including call centers. 

Further, the official said that call center 
outfits were spawning new business dis 
tricts at the Araneta Center area in Quezon 
City, Edsa Central in Mandaluyong City, 
Fort Bonifacio Global City Bay City in Pasay 
City, Alabang in Muntinlupa; Greenhills in 
‘San Juan; Rockwell Center in Makati City; 
and Riverbanks in Marikina City. 

But David said the ripple effect was not 
limited to the real estate developers and 
high-tech suppliers as even lowly ente: 
es such as cigarette vending would benefit. 

Firms that immediately rode on the 

fastfood chains 
s canteen and cafeteria operators, 
and convenience stores. e] 


bank advises investors 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


INVESTORS IN EMERGING MARKETS 
like the Philippines will be better off 
riding out the volatile financial markets 
than losing sleep over recent sell-offs 
caused by US interest rate hikes, Amer- 
ican banking giant Citibank said yester- 
day 

Citibank Asia-Pacific head of n 
search communications for invest 
ments Lim Ai Meun, who flew in from 
Singapore for a local briefing, said 
the apparent shift in risk appetite 
away from emerging markets was 
just temporary as US interest rates 
were not likely to go up significantly. 

Lim said the US Federal Reserve's 


automotive and motorcycle batteries, 
celebrates its 10th Founding Anniversary! 


Mega Force and Magic Power 


key interest rates would likely peak at 
5.25 percent this year although a fur- 
ther hike to 5.5 percent was posible 

She said Citibank believed that the 
US Fed would not likely overshoot its 
concerns over inflation, given that in-, 
terest rates take time to work into he 
markets. 

Given this outlook, she said global 
markets would still seek investment 
Opportunities in emerging market as- 

“Despite the broad sell-off in recent 
weeks, investors should not be tempt- 
ed to trade in and out of mutual funds 
эз this move can significantly erode 
their rerus,” Lim said. 

She said that ап investor who 


‘keeps investments for three years was 
likely to earn more than one who 
seeks short-term profits 

"Af you believe that the fund will per- 
form over the long term, holding on to 
your investment will ensure you don't 
miss out on the recovery,” Lim said. 

She said regional markets were 
just going back to the historical aver- 
age levels in recent weeks, a correc- 
tion that would continue in the short 
to medium term. 

In the meantime, investors can re- 
view their portfolio and to limit their 
volatility Lim suggested diversifying 
to other assets, including bonds and 
equities in developed and emerging 
markets. 


ne 


are available in Low Maintenance and Maintenance Free 
variants that offer maximum starting power 
and longer service life. 


>~ Check them out at a nearest dealer. 
Mass V Group Inc., 
has more than 1,000 dealers nationwide. 
Or visit our office at 
The Arete Square, 
Congressional Avenue, Quezon City 
or call À 
Tel. Nos; 454-7355 / 929-8397 /920-4910 


Congratulations and More Power! 


Alpa Battery Supply: Barbon Trading 
Caloocan Standard Inc. “Jesse Manalastas Commercial 
JMS Battery & Gen Mdse. - Longlife Battery Supply 
Phoenix Global Energy Inc.: Powermass Marketing 
Robes Marketing Sharp Battery and Tire Center 


ЖИРНЕН t tina 


verle 


У 17269 
VATANEN 


Whether you're on postpaid or prepaid, 
you get more choices, more ways 
to connect to your family. 


Perfect for short chats like "I'll be home soon" 
or “I'll pick you up at the driveway of the mall." 


(POLO Baw 


Diyes sentimos kada-segundo 


Dial 232 +10-digit Globe no. Ex: 23291700000% 


Great for long conversations. 


12710) per 3-minute call” 


For Postpaid subscribers, 12 Shy 9,5) fni, ter e sd minute 
(Globe-to-Globe) 


Dial 235 +10-digit Globe no. Ex: 235917Х0000Х 


Per OTENCR Permit No. 1743, Sarias of 2006, “Par NCR Permit No. 1078, ares of 2006: 


Stay close with the people you love 
even when they're on the other side of the globe. 


Glebe 7.50/min for the US and Canada.* 
oxi Available from 10 pm ~ 5:59 pm Philippine time. 
Tipid IDD Dial 12809 country code»area code» phone no» 
P Min,  P7-50/min for Singapore, Hong Kong and Malaysia.** 
б Dial 12801 «country соде> <mobileno.> 


Get the real picture. When she says she's happy you called, 
you can see just how happy she really is with Video IDD. 
And now you can save when you make short calls because 
charging is by the second. 


Gi су b e Inbound and outbound video calls available to: Singapore, 
ы Malaysia, Austria, Belgium, Croatia, Finland, Hungary, 
= Luxembourg, Poland, France, Sweden and Switzerland. 
IVIDEO Make outbound calls to Slovak, Hong Kong, Taiwan, Japan, 
South Korea, Australia, Greece, Ireland, Norway, Spain, 


DASSEGUNDO) UK and Netherlands. 
US$ 0.0067*** Foc free information, tet VIDEO 00 to 2929 


че DTENCR Permit No. 2467, Series of 2006. "Ре DTLNCR Permit No. 1490, Series of 2006. "'PerDTINCR Permit No, 3121, Series of 2006. 


рѕ-ир, hands-down best deals for people 
o love to text and text and text. 


Glebe 
| 


UNLIMITXT 


Permanent service na! 
Text UNLIMITXT to 2870 


Glebe 
PO.90TEXT 


SA LAHAT NG NETWORK 


Save P0.10 for every text! 
Per DTENCR Permit No. 2417, Series ot 2008. 


П 


From downloads to mobile broadband to 
electronic payments, Globe truly gives you more. 


Get the fastest mobile broadband speeds in the market - up to 4x 
faster than residential DSL and as much as 25x faster than dialup! 


lj Call Globe 211 or the Globe Hotline 730-1000 for details. 
{Mobile Broadband Í lobe 
wnHSDPA 


Get easy access to a wide array of download content. 


Text your questions or download content inquiries to 2754 (A-S-K-G on 
your keypad). For example: Text MYMP ringback and send to 2754 


Turn your cellphone into an electronic wallet. You can even send 
and receive cash or make payments via text. 


For free information, text HELP and send to 2882. 


‘Send load to loved ones anytime, anywhere. 


Text «amount» and send to 2+10-digit prepaid phone number. 
Ex: 2915)000000€ 


Mobile or web based portal to the latest product Innovations and 
news relevant to all Globe subscribers. 


Log on to www.myglobe.com.ph 


opo, ang lakas mo sa / ob e 


The Walkman® phone that goes 36 


W900i 
+ 470 MB music storage. 
memory of up to 268 


The 3G phone that's slim and classic 


K608i | 


* 1.3-megapixel camera 
* Video call, media streaming and 
‘mobile internet capable. 


Take your pick among the latest Sony Ericsson handsets 
and enjoy FREE or Easy Payment options that suit you. 


Your music in your phone For Postpaid Users: 


W800i Walkman" Plan 1800 | Plan 2500 | Pian 3500 Plan 5000 [Plan 7000 


С n Ep NER 

FREE | FREE | FREE | FREE | FREE 
FREE | FREE | FREE | FREE | FREE 
9500 | 5500 | FREE | FREE | FREE 
13000 | 9,000 | 3000 | FREE | FREE 
18000 | 14000 | 8000 | 5000 | FREE 
P910i Jf. 20000 | 16000 | 10,000 | FREE | FREE ) 


* Push email ready with 64 MB of free user memory 
* Lets you synchronize with your PC via Bluetooth 


‘Also available on other monthly plans 


For Prepaid users: 
Affordable choices at 0% Interest for 18 months, 
or at 3, 6, and 12 month installment plans. 


Power imaging that captures special moments 


т Offer good from June 23 to July 7, 2006" only! 
K750i 


* Digital camera with excellent picture quality j Experience a world of difference. Switch to Globe юу. 
| «Create muitiple photo albums, add effects For more information, visit any Globe Business Center or Hub. 


Howto seni 

Vera post of teg end income (тоон of wich shoud be commensurate to he plan valuo app for) to any Cibo Telecom 
Bises Contar rt 

2. Pa up ie Monee Appicaton Form. 

VIR shouid maintain te subscription for ai eae 24 ments, oihemtso tha subsorber wl be chargod wiih a penal of Php 10009 00 
ar nanasat bose prea m 

2 сен бо aet io ты c OS eros innen scheme moat be s абар cardholder of any c Ive parting red card brands: 
Саби. DPI Gara, SOO эла AI. 

э. б aero сато subjecto bank approval and val oniy moni s re paid in ful: 


opo, ang lakas mo sa С, be 


"Per DTI NCR Рот No. 1882 Soros of 2008 


sanae ac tai ai 
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[Editor Ria Francisco-Prieto 


Instant Smooth Perfecting Touch as makeup Eyeliner Pencil in Plum, P625 3 na 
base and cover-up forfinelines,wrinklesand Soft Cream Eye Color in Burnt ч. SM CITY CLARK 
enlarged pores, P2,500 render Veina aeara ia Wonda Be, a = теке уннн 


Quick Glow Puff Powder to illuminatethe P1,000 


P1,800 


се миїһа subtle, iridescent bronzecolor, Color Quench Lip Baim in Red Poppy; P810 JI SAL OR Sh ECIED sva t SM CITY ILOILO E ł 
DEG BAUR ka Пе 3 - i 
: 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


Gur АС 


THE ONE, SELEN 


мди. оғ ASIA 
M Oher Md Come Chae 
2/F SOUTH WING 
.... Tel.No.: 5560480 


“Ground Floor 


[men 


Brand aid = oe 


It’s good to be 
brand-conscious 

now and then—not 

so much for the price, | 


but for the guarantee 
of quality these 


; Ria Francisco- 
products provide Pb 


1 FIND MYSELF WALKING THROUGH THE 
counters of Rustan's a lot. Not because I'm a big 
shopper, but simply because I'm big on roaming. 
Tve even noticed that nowadays when I do my 
“rounds,” the sales staff sort of know what l'm do- 
ing so they figure they are better off not spending 


timeon me. ies 


Powder foundation in Mont Blanc, P 2,750. 

Blush in Madly (seashell pink), P1,350. 

Loose powder in Flesh, P1,950 

Eye Brightener in Vanilla, P1,550 

Single eye shadow in Party Monster (lilac with gold shimmer), P1,150 
Duo eye shadow in Star Sailor (heather gold and antique bronze), 
P1,750 

Lip gloss in Sandpiper (shimmering amber coral), P1,350 

Lip gloss in Orgasm (peachy pink with a touch of shimmer), P1,350 


FREE PRINTS 
on Kodak Royal Digital Paper. 


For every 25 4R pictures printed on Kodak Royal Digital Paper, get 5 4R pictures FREE. 
With Kodak Royal Digital Paper, enjoy sharing brighter, crisper, vivid pictures everytime. 


Print your diga fles from CD, fash discs and memory cards. 
Promo is avaiable on both fim and digital photofinishing. 


Dsena рыга 


Promo period is from June 1 to July 31, 2008. 
Redemption в unti August 30, 2006. 


өг отын Port No 1962, Seren 
Mame шол» Por DTINCR Permit No. 342 Serios of 2008, 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER ne 


LIFESTYLE BEVUTY 


Brand aid 


From page 
In short, m not a good prospect for a sales 
pitch, so Fm left al my happy place, 
"wandering through the cosmetics depart- 
ment, testing and reesting products from 
fragrances to eye shadow colors. Most of the. 
time, 1 get home without having bought any- 
thing but | am happy asa clam. 
lam a tough customer. Before 1 buy any 
beauty product 1 test it, look around just in 
сазе there's another product better suited for 
те, take into consideration the price, and 
how long I think 1 will be using it. I never 
bring my husband, because I had the mistake. 
with me once and he was so ex- 
hausted when we got home. 
е kept asking all throughout why 
t buy the item. I had to explain to 
him that I was taking a lot oft 
sideration since this was somet 
be applying on my face. And since | was so 
ле to allergy. I had to be very careful 
Also there are a lot of things to think about 
when buying beauty products, like storage. 
Tve noticed that everything bought will even 


tually buying a house, and he said he was 

lucky we weren't. 
Think l'n just very practical. When it comes 
to beauty products irs good to be brand-con 
1 don't mean that fits expensive is au- 
matically а better brand. That doesn't always 
hold true. But knowing what the brand stands 
for and what its benefits are will save you shop- 
ping time—and allow you to sample a lot more. 
Due to my constant “roaming,” I've become 
inted with some brands that would fit 


> 
md 


| Bobbi Brown 


Bobbi Brown is 
for real women 
with real 
Westylesand. 
needs in mind. 
The Bobbi 
Brown prestige 
line with its skin- 
tone correct. 
shadesand 
complexion- 
enhancing 
textureis 
modern, yet 
timeless, and 
works for all 
"Ies not about 
always blending 
twotothree 
colors to get the 
perfect shade. 
e's about the 
опе easy color. 
that always 
works." 
—Bobbi Brown 


"Great makeup is only as good as the skin beneath it.” 

To achieve great skin, Clinique's 3-Step Skincare system provides. 

everyone with custom-fit products to suit their individual needs. 

| Great skin deserves great makeup, and Clinique offers the most. 
‘comprehensive array of foundations for every individual skin type, 

tone and concern. Clinique defines its moderately balanced look by 


‘making it easy, natural, and suitable for day or night. 


ia 
P metere 
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Aqua Fusion Makeup. 

Анаке з known for its sheer wash of colors for that fresh and 
radiant look, featuring water-infused makeup to keep skin 
hydrated all day. 

Aqua Trans Powder, P2,150 

Exbright Hydro-up Makeup White, P1,950; compact, P500 
Stardom Eye Tint in Blue Haze, P1,200 

Stardom Gem Glint Liner in Purple Wine, P 1,200 

Stardom Sheer Glossy Lipstick in Topaz Jewel, P1,150 
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MADE up and ready 


Away, 


IF EYEBROWS ADD ESSENTIAL 
balance to our face and bring toget 
ег all our features into a harmonious 
whole, then the eyes are the real fo- 
cus of our face. 

Many women are concerned with 
those dark circles that form around 
the eyes. These circles are caused ei- 
ther by poor circulation, genetics, al- 
cohol or toxins. 

As they say, we are what we eat. IF 
youare fond of eating junk food, then 
it will definitely show in your skin. 
and your face. People who are into 
chips and salty foods can definitely 
expect puffier eyelids and eyebags. 
‘These toxins cause that bluish tint un- 
der the eyes. 

Some people want their eyes lifted 
(including mel) and have more de- 
fined creases in their eyelids. Plastic 
surgery is one option, but if you can. 
achieve that look without the blood 
and the pain, then better. Just follow 
these easy, simple steps. 

1.To cover up the dark blue or pur- 
ple circles under the eyes, use a light 
peach or salmon concealer. The exact. 
shade will vary depending on the 
tone of your skin. 

‘Avoid using a concealer that is yel- 
low or white. This will turn your un- 
dereye into a grayish color and create. 
raccoon eyes. When buying, try the 
concealer on so you will see the effect 
onyou. 

2, Using a brush or your fingertips, 
apply concealer to the dark area be- 
neath and above the eyelid. For me, 


Nail and beauty 
pampering 
for brides 


CALIFORNIA NAILS AND DAY SPA, A NAIL 
salon and spa affiliated with the internation- 
ally renowned California Advanced Nail and 
Skincare (CANS), encourages brides-to-be, 
plus their entourage of bridesmaids and 
moms, to consult well-trained nail techni- 
cians ahead of time. 

‘Owner and GM Leslie Matta, responsible 
for pioneering and bringing into the country 
the latest in acrylic and nail designs, says the 
time allowance allows “the ladies to discuss 
with their nail technicians which color would 
perfectly match the wedding motif, or 
Whether they they grow their nails naturally 
or just avail of nail enhancements or acrylic 
nails.” 

According to Mata, itis advisable to get 
manicure and pedicure the day before the 
wedding so that the polish will look fresh and. 
clean. Usually, if the color of the wedding 
gown is white, it’s good to wear very soft and 
feminine polishes, like bright shim 
white, frosted white, pearly and sheer white, 
silver glitters or platinum. For pink or ecru 
gowns, perfect matches would be soft pinks 
and beige. 

The French Tip Manicure is the most popu- 
Jar request in the Nail Spa. 

‘Adventurous brides, on the other hand, 
may opt for nail enhancements to provide 
more space for edgy designs such as romanti 
nail ап ог Swarovski crystal adhesives. 

"Acrylic nails are also ideal for brides who 
are not so blessed with long and beautiful 
mails," says Маца, "They do not break easily 
зо your nails always look perfect. But then, 
acrylic nails must be put on six to three weeks 
before the wedding day The bride should 
come back the day before the big day for "nail 
filing and filing.” 

At California Nails and Day Spa, brides-to- 
be may choose from the lis of classic bridal 
packages. The top three wedding favorites 
are Here Comes the Bride (body scrub, Cali- 
fornia facial, manicure and spa pedicure), 
Wedding Day Jitters (aromatherapy massage, 
California facial, manicure and spa pedicure), 
and 1 dol I do! (body scrub, California facial, 
waxing, manicure and pedicure). 

‘Avail of any of this package and get 10-per- 
cent off your bill. 

"The nail salon is also a fashionable venue 
for bridal showers, allowing the bride го bring 
in her bridesmaids for a spa party. California 


using your finger is better becau 
heat of the finger will blend the con- 
cealer 

3. Apply foundation as needed 
around the face. Use as little or as 
much as you are comfortable with. 

4. Dust loose powder all over your 
face to set the foundation and con- 
cealer. 

5. Using an eye brush, apply a light 
neutral eyeshadow over the entire lid. 
Remember that the lighter and larger 
you make your lid, the larger and 
‘more open the eye will appear to be. 

6. Using a brown or taupe pencil, 
line all over the top of the lash line. 
Line the bottom lash line only from 
the edge to halfway inward. This will 
elongate the eye, yet still keep it look- 
ing natural. 

7. With a smudger brush and a 
dark eyeshadow, smudge out the pem- 
cil lines by going over the area with 
the liner. Use short up and down 
strokes and stay close to the edge of 
the lash line, creating softer line and 
smoking the lashes out. 

8. Using a blender brush, apply a 
medium warm earth-tone eyeshadow 
in the crease of the eye with a back 
and forth motion about three or four 
times. Using the crease opens up the 
eye by allowing you to make the lid as 
large as possible. The dar 
draw attention to wherever 
placed, giving the effect of a more 
open eye. 

9. Using a definer brush, apply the 
same dark eyeshadow to define the 
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Luxury liner 


‘Text and makeup by Barbi Chan 
Contributor 


AS A MAKEUP ARTIST, IF THERE IS 
one thing 1 cannot live without that 
makes me feel beautiful and pretty 
and confident every day, irs my ever 
dependable eyeliner. 

Even on big events, Lean forego the 
mascara and eyeshadow but not my 
eyeliner 

Liner not only enlarges and draws 
attention to your eyes, it also adds dra 
ma, sex appeal, femininity, depending 
‘on your mood and how you apply it. 
On the flipside, though, liner is one of 
the trickier things to apply (but not the. 
hardest, if | may emphasize), which 
explains why women are so scared and 
cautious to wear it and would rather 
stick tolipstick and mascara. 

When applying eye makeup, which 
comes first—eyeliner or eyeshadow? 


raccoon eyes! 


the 


her 


11. One of 
the lashes as 


eyelid. This is 

lashes 

crease will 
finish curling, 

ier look 
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California 


WAXINGis 
t advisedfor 
soon-to-be 


Nails and Day Spa also offers relaxing and 
pampering treatments for the groom and his 
buddies. 

If the bride (and her entourage) would 
want more than a day to spoil herself, a five 
week long beauty preparation and pampering 
is offered by the spa: 

Five weeks to go: full-body waxing, includ 
ing bikini line, aromatherapy massage, Califor- 
nia facial, spa manicure and spa pedicure 

Four weeks to go: body scrub, California 
facial, paraffin treatments 

"Three weeks to go: Soft fusion massage, 
California facial, waxing, and manicure and 
pedicure 

"Two weeks to go: Aromatherapy massage, 
California facial, paraffin trearme 

‘One week to go: body scrub, manicure and 
pedicure 

‘Two days befor 
waxing 

‘One day before the day: Aromatherapy 
massage, manicure and pedicure 

California Nails and Day Spa has branches in 
LPL Manor House (Salcedo Village), Altarejos 
Building (BF Homes, Parañaque), One Kennedy 
Piace (North Greenhills, San Juan), Pasco de 
Magallanes (Makati City), Market! Market 
Mall (For Bonifacio), СБб ғу Sports Cen- 
ter (Libis), Alabang Town Center (Muntinlupa 
City) and Asian Mansion П (Legaspi Village, 
Makati Cy). Call 8200105, fex 8205250, or e- 
тай сай nadsdayspayahoo.com 
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Well, it really depends on the look you. 
are trying to achieve. 

For example, if you want smoky 
‘eyes, dark shadows go on top of the 
liner to set it, but for a cat-eye effect, 
draw a dark liner over a pale shadow. 

Eyeliner comes in three forms or 
types, each with a unique look and 
level of difficulty. One rule that ap- 
plies to all three, though, is that liner 
should be pliable, meaning it should 


NO DARK circles allowed 


crease area and give dimension to the 
eye. Avoid using too much shadow 
Keep the dar 
subtle. Creating or d. 
area allows you to open up the eye. 
10. With the same all- 
brush, use the same light neutral col 
‘or that you applied to the lid 
and smooth out the brow. 
‘This is actually a clean-up step in case 
you overexten 


crease thin and 


ver powder 
blend 


ne area. 


the last steps is to curl 


your lashes. Get the curler as close to 


possible. As you close 
d toward the 
what acn 


12. Apply mascara as soon as you 


Use black for that sex 


‘Text and makeup by Barbi Chan 
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not be too stiff that it would tug the 
skin around your eyes. Remember 
that the eye area is the most sensitive. 
and delicate part of the face, so be 
very careful and always practice a soft 
plying liner. 

is the easiest to apply. It goes 
оп relatively quickly and blend easily. 
Very good for everyday use. 

‘Automatic and mechanical felt tip 
pencils are always sharp, so be very 
careful. Precise lines can look too 
harsh, especially for someone of a cer- 
tain age. Kohl pencil tends to be fatter 
and softer and have a powdery consis- 
tency. If possible, get a waterproof one 
because kohl tends to smudge, espe- 
ciallyif you have ойу skin. 

Powder is the most natural-looking 
kind of eyeliner, and it is also easy to 
apply with a fine, short bristle brush. 
The only problem with powder eyelin- 
er is it fades quickly, so smooth abit of 


hiv 


Eyeliner not only enlarges and draws attention to your eyes, 
italso adds drama, sex appeal, femininity to your look 


oil-free foundation across the lid first 
to makeitlast longer. 

Liquid or gel eyeliner has the most 
precise, long-lasting and defined 
look. If applied improperly though, ic. 
can look dated and old tis the ha 
est type of liner to use. Liquid liner 
that comes with a small pointed brust 
creates a very fine line, soit is ideal ор. 
beginners. A 

For a less intense effect, gently d 
liner just between lashes with the Чү 
ofa brush. Liquid liner doesn't budge, 
once it dries, but use a waterproof for 
mula in humid conditions just in case 

Learning how to put on eyeliner б 
like riding a bike. Once you get used 
to it, it becomes automatic and you 
never forget it. So just practice and 
practice and practice. Remember that 
practice makes perfect. 
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Congratulations to 
Ms. Sally F. Aldaba 
for winning 


' P1,000,000 


You might be the next instant millionaire 
in Citibank's Match & Win promotion! 


Every single receipt of at least P1,000 
charged to your Citibank Credit Card 
gives you a chance to win P1,000,000. 


To join, text all your entries 
with or without matching numbers. 


«бак 
А 


ES 


meses 


Text: 


CITI<space>LAST 10 DIGITS OF YOUR 
CITIBANK CREDIT CARD NUMBER/ 
6-DIGIT APPROVAL CODE/ 
TRANSACTION DATE (MMDDYY) 


and send to 29768 


Example: Ф ә ә 
Citi 3456789000/121681/041706 


Keep using your Citibank Credit Card from now until 
July 31, 2006 for more chances to be a millionaire! 
Call 995-9999 or visit www.citibank.com.ph for details. 


Inte aus cíti bank 


LOOKING BACK AT THE TIME 
when I was still a college student, 
Tremember that every single peso 
I saved went a long way But 
there's a downside to frugality. In 
buying cheap, one 
may also end up 
spending more if on- 
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products, my favorite is the Avon 
Shampoo for ойу hair, the Natu- 
rals Purifying Green Tea and 
Eucalyptus, which treats hair 
odor and removes the grease 
without leaving the 
hair stiff (from P129, 
they're now down to 


ly to replace the MAKEOVER P99); and Avon Feel- 


cheap good of poor 
quy wih a more ӨТІ 
Expensive good of 

relatively beter qual 

йу. Spending for two 
products means one 

Res squander 

ey which мош 

сеп better used to 


tiperspira 
ant (from P145 down 


Avon quality 
products on sale are: 
Glimmersticks еуе- 
liner (from P250 to 


buy a special item Kinny Salas Р199); Stay True eye 


one has been drool- 
ing over. 

"How I wish there was someone 
back then who, like me now, was 
aware of beauty bargains and 
reasonably priced quality items 
and who could let other people 
know about them! 

Looking through the Avon cat 
alog, I was pleased to see th 
lot of its popul 
on sale big time! 

My ulti 


pared to the original price of 
P799. The Anew Force Extra 
Triple Lifting Night Cream for 
those aged 35+ is just P589 from 
P995. 

Among Avon's bath and body 


22182 


D 


colors (from P399 to 

P299, I like the Touch 
of Spice and Lilac Dream colors); 
and Astonishing Lengths water 
proof mascara, (from P390 to 
P209), which can compete with 
other’ well-known mascara 
brands but at a much cheaper 
price tag. With perfect lash defi- 
nition, there'll be no dumping 
your looks. 

‘Those who demand long-last- 
ing lipsticks that don't dry lip 
may пу the Transfer Resistant 
Longlasing Wear (from P420 
down to P199), which lass а 
good six hours and is the hands- 
down best deal in this big sale. 

Heavenly Cappuccino gets 
my vote for the best shade for 


PERFECTION Lip Wax Kit 
by Model Co 


any skin color. 
Get yourself а catalog for P10 
and see if your must-have items 
are on sale. They are just too 
many to mention in one апче. 


Beauty Bar 

Have you checked out the 
nearest Beauty Bar outlet to you 
lately? It has this new makeup 
line from Australia called Model 
Co., which has reasonably priced 
products and a very wide range of 
items for face and body. 

T have yet to find the time to 
road-test the products, but must. 
mention certain products that 
may address women's more im- 
mediate beauty concerns. 

Wonderfull Lip Plumper. This 
comes in one clear shade and five 
tinted shades Itis actually a gloss 

contains essential ols of gin- 
ger and cinnamon that when ap- 
plied all over the lips will give a 
cool and warm tingle while stim- 
ulating circulation on the lips. As 
the blood rushes, the lips become 
fuller and redder even as the tin- 
gle subsides. 1 applied the pale- 
Beige shade Cinnamon Spice 


MODELCO Colourbox 
Wonderfull lip plumpers 


which made my lips Angelina 
Jolie-yale for a while, then made 
them redder and fuller. It has a. 
clear shade which doesn’t have 
the spicy “flavor” some girls don’t 
like; but I still went for the col- 
огей choices. Warm Chestnut is a 
nice nude mauve; and Fiery Red 
gave my lips that natural shade of 
red one could only get after torrid 
kissing! Don't expect a dramatic 
increase of the lips however as 
that would be the job of the next 
product 

Perfection Lip Wax Kit. Now 
you сап mimic the lip shape of 
your favorite movie star! Just line. 
your lips to the shape you want 
then apply the lip wax and fill in 
all the lines. Apply the lipstick 
color of your choice and get the 
shock of your life because you se- 
riously cannot тей where your re- 
al lips end and where the wax be- 
gins. When I applied it, people 
thought I went for Hydrogel or 
Perlane lip injections at Vicki Be- 
lost 


E-mail the author at kinnysalas 
@yahoo.com 


PERFECT 
Wear All Day 
lipstick 
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Text us your fecüback 


The temperature rises as the anticipation heightens for the disco-flavored ‘Bench Fever’ 


By Genea Padilla. By now, we all know that these Bench 
Contributor events are more than j 

fashionable underwear. They have grown into in 
Т: ALL BEGAN IN 2000 WITH bigextravaganzas eagerly awaited to be seen, has gathered such a 


dia. This open casting call assured a 
professional models 


y 
p E enjoyed and judged by ай. mom из making is now | 
Brief Encounters.” Then, four "Essen scenes shows why Bench ed on film and in 
years ago, Bench teased us with piss these shows nially That each 
“One Night Only,” then the tanta- show is a major production is a give ever-growing, what 
lizing “Understatement” in 2004. what the viewing put ih coverage andthe Å E 3 
"This year its going to be hotter than ev ly endless planni п s popping all over E now to rehearsals beforg 
er—so hot, it’s called "Bench Fever.” llaborotion and coordi red town. Everyone involved in the pro- (æ the show. 
What does it take to mount an underwear e this one night happen. à pnt- SCANS, Тће temperature will keep on rising && 
show the way Bench does? What makes The show has become groundbreaking in s speed toward the big n the anticipation heightens for the disco-fla* 
shows special that even after a slew of copy- its own way This year, the models’ go-see ге seeing the production Тыт to E2 for a sneak 
cats, people still keep coming back for this alone was a mini-event in itself, attended by rsthand, from concepts to peek ofthe making 
brand's underwear show? celebrities and covered by TV and print me- meetings, go-sees, pictorials, fittings, and "of Bench Fever 
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steal Your style quotient does not rise or fall according 


to the price tag of the items you're wearing 
(Loft: MARNI jacket, 


* HOT YSL MUSE BAG OR A 
P35,698; sleeveless inner timeless Hermes Birkin does 
top, P12,998; and twill not a stylish woman make. 
gana Your style quotient does not rise or 
PU fall according to the price tag of the 
теа items уоште wearing. Although 
Shangri-La Plaza Mall у Б some people ате dazzled by designer 
(Right): Imani jacket at ц logos and the latest must-have items, 
SM Department Store, dressing with panache is not about 
Xo PBS9.75;and cropped 


pants, P549.75. lora how much money 
sleevelessinner topat 


you have in your 
1 Glorietta 3, P1,100. Catch pocket. 
shoes at Robinsons Having enough moolah 
Galleria, P1,050 е 


: anis йе Balenciaga, 
Let) PEOPLEarePesple | 2 Prada, Louis Ушпоп and 
: “equin jeans P1,299;and mast especially Hermes are 
metalic gray bag P119. | allied and well wrth 
‘SM Department Store | iy high páces you 
belg Pia97s | x can aard hem, оошу 
(Fight): Seven for AI Senet helps tp havea Болота, а; CHRISTIAN Dior blue bra, P6772, and bue bikin, P2428. 
КН =ч гече ы ыл їп any way guarantee зор _Betfrom Lingerie by Suonosstoreat Glorietta 3. Tifany voie 
inetones and studs , НЕ o ded rer earrings with round diamonds, P532,000; and Titfany Atlas bangle in 
Anthem, ee, Apples Aberin- soc сале das. Тушь quid vith diamonds, P390,500. AI from Tifany & Coat 
| modewel,P22500 Anne = Sadhwani budge san tke hearin ба Rustan's Department Store. 
а M1 xo erts, fact that they can look as (Right): Bench Body blue bra, P299.75, and bikini, P169.75. Venice. 
| rete stylish as Kate M., Audrey H., Jackie O., or any other — JewelryatGlorietta 3 two-tone pendant, P3,339; with black rubber 
se Se б пы неп wiourbreskng the bank. ^ necare P2,790; white-gold Iink bracelet, 5,220 and whte qoid 
сату; wich Russian diamonds, P732 


Беат бше. [ 
үре укы | Тему п knowing who you are and wha sa our 
Mo arc | knowing who you are and wa йош 
bag; and P78,850 for the М Ө Š and projecting conf LUTMTON wwe ECOLE СОМ 
arge bag Prada back ee no marter Wat yore евдин. nd o d 
evo ao E ess Ў : : 


J MANILAS top models 
Valerie, Nicolette and 
Mafae at the розев 
with hundreds of other 
hopefuls 


MISETA powder-blue tee with flower patch, P499. Secosana white bag, P999.75 
aenciaga ruffled light-gray tee, P26,598; and Balenciaga white hook box bag, 
Soth available at Homme et Femme, Shangri-La Plaza Mall 


зе, it helps to have a sharp eye for 
nds that reflect your personality and 
‘art Its not about acquiring the "i 
om that everyone wants to have. Its 
ling The One that nobody else bas. 
"ut expressing who you are through 
es—of clothes, as well as lifestyle. 
а-заууу and über-chic woman once 
m't splurge, I don't look for deals, 1 
because they're me.” 


She has а point. So whether you're a 
^twentysomething new grad with barely а 
penny to spare or a trust-fund baby like 
Paris H., here are some options to suit your 
style and budget. 

Now, repeat after me: "Wear your 
clothes, don't let chem wear you!” 


E-mail the author at afashion@inquirer: 
com ph 


350 ways 
to enjoy life from Acer | 
Bam! Summer's just ended, but 
not with Acer Philippines, Inc. For 
them, summer is just starting, and 
it's still scorching hot at this time 
lof the year, with prizes galore 
| that's sure to tickle everybody's 
| brains with delight. Well, at least 
for the next two months. | 


Acer Philippines, Inc. introduces its 
"Win with Acer - Enjoy Life Promo" 
where every purchase of an Acer 
notebook computer or desktop | 
gives customers the chance to 
| win exciting prizes. 


If you're not excited yet, try this 
for starters. For the 1st prize, two 
[lucky guys can win round-trip 
tickets for two to the USA. Well, 
[your guess is right! These are 
round-trip tickets to two of the 
most exciting places on this 
|planet, the jaw-dropping and 
[awe-inspiring Universal Studios, 
and to the young and youngzat- 
hearts' number one favorite, 
Disneyland. These prizes come 
packed with 4-days, 3-nights hotel 
accommodation and whole day | 
long fun, adventure, and 
excitement at Universal Studios 
and Disneyland. 


| 
For the other major prizes, three | 


lucky individuals get to bring 
home one Acer TravelMate | 
3022WTMi Pearl White "White | 
[Angel* notebooks each for the 
2nd prize that he can show off to 
| friends, office 


YOU'RE so khaki 


igging for 


savers, a tailored sound for power 
up and down, an exclusive poly- 
phonic ring tone and a video clip 
showing unique animation and 20 
years of Dolce & Gabbana history. 

Tn another deal brokered just 
this year (hold your breath, foot- 
ball fanatics and women), David. 
Beckham has just become Mo- 
torola’s global brand ambas: 
sador. So if you've got the Mo- 
torola V3i by Dolce & Gabbana, 
mot only will you have the 
world’s sexiest phone, you will 
also have the latest updates on. 
and images of the world's sexiest 
football рі 


despite the 
abundance of gold, silver and rich 
fabrics chat could be named after 
semi-precious stones (emerald- 
green velver, ruby-red brocade 
and sapphire silk), Dolce & Gab. 
bana can bedeck you head ro toe 
and you'll never eross over from 
‘swanky to skanky. 


Email the author at fashion 
Qinquirezcom.ph 


members. Ten winners, on the 
other hand, will win Sony Ericsson 
W550i mobile phones for the 3rd | 
| prize, while 15 lucky customers 
|can win Canon Powershot A430 | 
\digital cameras and 20 can win 
1GB iPod nano MP3 players for 
the 4th and Sth prizes 
respectively. 


But don't feel bad if you don't get 
[any of the majors, since 300 other 
individuals can take home 
Imation 512MB Swivel Pro Flash | 
| Drivest 


So how do you get these fun and 
exhilarating rewards? It's simple. 

| Buy any Acer product, that means 
either a notebook computer or a 
|desktop that's pre-loaded with 
genuine Windows operating 
system from June 1 to July 31, 
[2006 at any participating Acer | 
| reseller nationwide and you get 
| the chance to bag these goodies. 


To join, just log on at 
wwwaacer.com.ph and fill out the 
| customer information registration 
|page. Each Acer 
purchased is equivalent to 1 

| electronic гае entry. Raffle draw 

| will be held on August 10, 2006 at 

[the Acer Philippines, Inc. head 

| office, located at Unit 3401, 34th | 
floor, PBCom Tower, Ayala Avenue 

cor.V.A. Rufino Sts., Makati City. 

[So buy that Acer product now, 

[апа be rewarded-remember, you | 
have 350 chances to win and| 
extend your summer enjoyment. 
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GOLDEN empire 
Dynamic design duo Domenico Dolce 
and Stefano Gabbana display their Midas touch 
in their 2006 Autumn-Winter collection 


IFESTYLE ЕМ 


SIMPLE BLACK:. . . 
THE CLEAR CHOICE 
FOR EVERYDAY 

QUALITY PRINTING. 


Get Original HP quality output at a price 
yov can afford. Now at only P579. 


The HP 27b Black Inkjet Print Cartidge. A low-cost 
ink cartridge for printing text documents for your 
daily needs. It's compatible with all HP Printers 
that support the 27P+ technology. 


Original HP Inkjet Print Cartridges. 
The science behind brilliant printing. 


1-800-1441-6688 
or (632) 867-3557 
ph.contact@hp.com 


{©2006 untt-PachardDovosmont Company. LP Thoi Coat Contr arate Mondays Ети Feng В 0 a 5 300m- 

‘rl tela ga Care вада: nca So C D 
"Кшз бодат Cap. 

ee Soe Caper + Th Tol ray Mazes 


FULL metal jacket 


igging 
für 


| O OTHER DESIGN 
house oozes opu- 
lent sexiness as 


| Dolce & Gabbana. And no 


other design house can 
claim to have popularized 
the black bra that peeks 
through see-through 
blouses and tight dresses. 
Dressing the hottest 
stars of today—from 
Madonna and Kylie 
Minogue 


& Gabbana 
the fashion. Jen 


brocade. Never have double- 
breasted military jackets looked so 
sexy and opulent with brazenly 
rich capes and arrogant high-col- 
ts. The collection 
аш of the play between 

homme et femme. 
A friend has complained, 
"there is nothing original left in 
ld." And this is true in the. 

th 


of “Proje 
you'd know that there is a fine 
line between inspiration and pla- 
giarism. But Dolce & Gabbana, 
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while drawing fom the 
Napoleonic era, also does some- 
thing original through its 
exquisite workmanship, magnifi- 
cent fabrics and painstakingly ex- 
ecuted embroidery. 

If Napoleon's army had been 
dressed like this, it might not 
have felt so bad about losing in 
Waterloo. 

Unfortunately for 
us delusional enough 
to want to prance 
around in velvet, we 
willonly have to weep 
because this collec- 
Чоп, save for a few 
bags and shoes in Rus- 
tans, is not available 
in the Philippines. 


Chic phone 
But бе mot for 
Dolce & Gabbana, ev- 
er innovative and in- 
Ventve, has decided 
то dominate in anoth 
er battlefield: the Mo- 
torola V3i by Dolce & 
Gabbana, This new 
sexy phone marries 
Motorola's groundbreaking de- 
sign with Dolce & Gabbana's sig- 
nature style to become the gold 
bar of telecommunications. 
This phone is a guilty pleasure 
laden with gold and silver, en- 


а graved with the Dolce & Gabbana 


logo. Each unit comes with an ex- 
clusive pendant featuring the 
gold DG initials (ok, you may 
drool now). Do take note that 
there are only 1,000 units in the. 
world... Oops, 1 just got one! 1 

guess, still 999 left! 
Customized features include 
special backgrounds, screen 
DicGING/ES 
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TURQUOISE sleeveless 


crew-neck shell and 


long-sleeved cardigan, 
„| both in cotton; ladies” 


spandex skort in khaki; 
and white sun-visor with 


the golden bear logo 


панаа eot н ph 


Textus your feedback 
inquirer Ие emelagelcty message to > 
2207 (Globe) or 283 тал; 


f vest over blue button- 
{down shirt; shellpants ў 
iabaster hot pinkean 
ite argyle Vnecle 
sweater over white 
short-sleeved 
F knit with Chinese:colla 
Therring on front, both 
Tin pure cot 


1e. 


DM 


reen skor à 
agreenskortin spandex, cec lied atris 


Swing away 


WOULD YOU LIKE TO TEE OFF 
with the world’s best amateur 
golfers in a prestigious tournament 
named after no less than the 
world’s greatest golfer himself? 

All male and female amateur golfers above 
21 years old who are Filipino citizens and 
holders of valid Philippine passports can take 
their best swings in the local qualifying event 
ofthe Jack Nicklaus International Invitational 
tournament to be held July 3 at the Sta. Elen 
Golf Club. EES 

A P3,500 single-receipt purchase per pe: 
son of Jack Nicklaus apparel and/or acces 
sories at any Rustan's Department Store in 
Metro Manila and Cebu on May 15-June 30 
entitles you toa registration form fort 
nament. Green fees, golf carts and food are all 
free, plus participants get a Jack Nicklaus In- 
ternational Invitational signature shirt. 

Qualified participants will then vie for che 
grand prize of representing the Philippines in 
the Jack Nicklaus International Invitational to 
be held at the Bear's Club in Jupiter, Florida, 
this November. There will be two winners for 
the Grand Prize, each of whom will also been- 
titled to a round-trip airfare and a four-days, 
three-nights accommodation with full meals. 


‘Two winners for the second priz 
тїр airfare to D: 


round-rip airfare y 
nights accommodation with breakfast at El 
Nido Resort in scenic Palawan. 


Most people use 
dentures before 
reaching age 40 due 
to gum problems 
Having healthy gums reduce risk of 


plaque build-up, dental caries 
and hypersensitivity. 


ATA. 
| VACAT omnt 


Ask for tat Supermarkets and Drugstore 


With the new Sun Cellular Prepaid SIM Pack, for the first 3 months you 
can enjoy 4 days of 24/7 Text Unlimited & 
ЕВЕЕ 30 minutes of Local Sun-to-Sun calls every month. 
Mechanics 
uu ee а 
ede upper 
yp mut foa e СЫ Goni аа 
epee te eee 


Example: 

* Subscrber acivates his SIM on Apri 1 and enjoys his 
4 days of 2477 Text Unimited and free 30 minutes of. 
Local Sun-o-Sun calls. 

* Subscriber must load P30 from April 1 to 30 to receive 
his next 4 days of 24/7 Text Unlimited and free 30 
minutes of Local Sun-o-Sun calls on May 1. 

* Subscriber enjoys his 4 days of 24/7 Text Unlimited 
and free 30 minutes of Local Sun-to-Sun calls from 
May 1104. 

* Subscriber must load another P30 from May 1 fo 31 
to receive his next 4 days of 24/7 Text Unlimited and 
Tree 30 minutes of Local Sun-to-Sun calls on June 1. 


Regular load from the following 
products will be considered: 


а) Regular Call Cards (Р50, 150, 300 and 500) 
b) Xpress Load 
с) P50 E-vouchers from 7-Eleven, 
Select, and Mini-Stop. 
9) Regular load from the new variants 
of 24/7 Call and Text Unlimited 


The regular load (at least P30/month) you need 
= Yu in order to receive your 2nd and 3rd free service 
‘Amount in excess ol P30 wii not is a regular consumable load and is separate 
be credited the following month. n ioe bos Re cR 

With your Sun SIM, you may load any of the following prepald choices: 
zs я ч possem 


2. To receive your 2nd and 3rd month's FREE 
service, you must simply load a cumulative 
REGULAR LOAD of at least P30" during your 
181 & 2nd month, respectively. 


* Call Card and Xpress Load included. 
1 Give-A-Load is excluded. 


Seo ters tor омо. 


А 
MEDIA'S first famille. PDI royals, 
Pangilinan, First Pacifie CEO; young, brilliant San 
Benguet Corp. president 


ls] 
тмин | 
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ROSANNAD. with 
husband, GMA 7's 
Jimmy Duavit, and 

Butch Jimenez 


FIRST Pacific's David 
Nugent and Julie 
Cacelier with Metro 
Mag's Ipe Cruz 


Pacific-wide party for Asia-Pacific conglomerate 


iorresr morer OF 
vas delit the 
SM gut me 
piety Spang ind neiculonsy 
йаш Fine Police 25th Ax 
ery he big event bad je 
dene Qoopin fo Hong Kongs 
Se four Sess Harl palang 
E 

— Qn 
the ted ong Tong based o 
eoe wid tapis tole e. 
mem Poe cnapany dot cand йе 
ОР ааваа Smart mobile juggernaut and 

ga ‘timed PLDT ino Ge mox p 
Tali company in Ge рате 
fe de сушка 
the pur company of Indofood, 
te "hune жш of Sul 

рк Vii nies prac 
туй fund in oar Küchen 
©рйош ки deo the parent cam 
] me of Mero fcis de P 

d ате 

Тие Phipps business whiz 
Er 4 kid, Manny V Pangilinan, had 
founded Ft Foie 25 years ро 
«43 Ui X ырк WA эу 
4 1US$500,000 in capital rom the the 
som ve ame стеу wey Salina oÅ 
SOINLOVE тера! Tene (mug Че mum 
Pea Кш sas 
айе tall of As} ad umed 
io the corporate бап E E now 
ME eee as nenne ase 


s the те 
Eon and fs companies are the 
шпал players in their markets 
Soto celebrate i ist 25 years, a 
rand parry was the order ofthe 
бу. And what a besh А was, 
Palos 

"The white Carrera marble sais 
: case of de chichi Four Seasons 

MEGASTARSharon Cunetaand fong Kone was decorated in vr 

Metro Society's Raul Manzano ros etl wl the mezzanine of 
the Grand Ballroom Bad ton 
overflowing roses, and a рал si 
Ver-framed phoro panel 

"he hoshor namedroppables 
who пей im fom ай over the 
торе were enough to make you 
Snap to attention. Heading the k 
боеп set was no less d 
Pacis honorary chair, Шет Sioe 
Long, otherwise low as “Soe 
dono Sam the ратакћ of th 
Salim famile. He wes accompa 
mied by his son, Anthony Salim, 
Firs Paces chair and ang 
Parmer for nearly 30 years. 

LPANLILIO те alee tak a tet 

Tang, founder of Shanghai Tang 

and board member of Firs Paci 

Fist Pacific director Edward Tor. 

torii and his elegant wife, Anita 

who зеш between Hong Kong 
and San Francisco, and Php 

Ambassador t Washington Albert 

Gel Rosario, also a Fist Macc 

board member who нег presen 

td ап award. fom President 

Macapagal-Arroyo to Manny VP. 

елди йе Phippine ocho 
were esteemed former President 

Corazon C. Aquino and Mania 

Archbishop Gaudencio Cardinal 

Rosales Together wih them were 

President Aquino's daughter Вау 

Cruz, and nephew, Rapa Lopa, 

ad his glamorous wife, Di 

The fouas beni 

Jamile, were there, headed by la 

Simpan y segonte Marix Rufino 

Pret, PDI board chair, and her 

Bustan, busmesman and golf 

ы 1h. whiz Alejandro "Alex" Prieto; 

EYE-CATCHING Lucy Tand their daughrer, briliant Sandy Pri- 

husbandDavid Tang to Romualdez, РО president 


id stunning 
Ме Angel 


МЕ. 


SUPERMODEL Peter Nordelland RP Ambassador to the US Albert 
architect Anton Mendoza. del Rosario and wife Gretchen. 


e—— р ү, 


# 


‘THE MAIN men of First Pacific celebrate their silveranniversary First Pacific chair Anthony Salim and mega CEO Manny Pangilinan with some 


of their loyal staffat the back 


WITHOUT ў 
BATTING \e ~ 1 
AN EYELASH 


Photos by Alex Van Hagen 
using Kodak EasyShare 


and CEO, who was looking chic in 
her black gown, accompanied by 
her tall, good-looking husband, 
Philip Romualdez, president of 
Benguet Corp. 


sa Prieto Valdes dashed in ate ish 
‘She had jetted into Hong Kong 
Francisco, and came be- 


long Kong 
"Who was Tessas со 


couple Pedro 
Roxas and wife, fashion plate Gina 
Tambunting К, who is on the 
board of 
board member, Tessie Sy- 
who was beaming withe pride be- 
cause of the hugely successful 
‘opening of her familles hume 
вош SM Mall of Asia 

‘The rest of PLDT's board w 
there in full top force, including Рс 
Bienvenido Nebres, Ateneo de 
Manila president; Sh 


Bert Romulo was 
peren ийе, southern lady Olivia 
Montinola R- 

Sen. Kiko Pangilinan was also 
there мий megasiarwife Sharon 
Cuneta, who procis acceded ro 
Sing he was looking much sim 
ne) be Dolphy 
was there witl us Zia. Tais 
эйе, gorgeous Zsa Zsa Padila, 
Biew him kisses as she superbly 

паре. 
think а нагагыддей 
concen ofthis magnitude was ev 
Зараа Магал Nievera jte 
п Europe to perform, чей 
з the fabulous Lani Misalucha, 


CHARI Lao and husband Amadi 
Bagatsing 


line show in 
standing ovation 
kers from around the g 
opera number, 
а.” Also wowing the 
audience were Kuh Ledesma, Zsa 
Zsa, Christian Bautista and Mon 
David, who had won the London 


Worid-<lass 
Louie Ocampo conducted a full 
orchestra, set against a fairy-tale 
stage directed by the dynamic 
Robby Carmona. The concept and 
n of the concert were by 
ifics David Nugent and 
talent manager Joji Ding- 


and the best 

pines had to offer was 

show a world-class crowd 

re are nothing but worlé 
lss,dahlings. 

Adorable Kris Aquino was abso- 
luely radiant as she hosted the 
preconce program with Boy 
Abunda, 

Manny V P thanked Firs Pa 
ics employees "for their years of 
Jong-service and dedication." Each 
one received a gold ingot! 

The concert repertoire included 

hing from the musical "Gyp- 
Зу" to Madonna and even Barbra 
Streisand. The two encores had 
everyone on their fet, dahlings. 

‘After the concert ended, every- 
one partied in different Hong Kong 
dubs шай 530 am.—except 

inan who reported to 
‘waterfront office bright and 
ihe next morning, ready to 
the next 25 years of First Pa- 


greater years ahead for 


irst Pacific and to Mr. Wonderful 


GINA Tambunting and husband, 
business magnate Pedro Roxas 


DAZZLING stars of the nigh 
Padilla, host Manny V. Pangilinan, Lani Misalucha, Martin Nievera and 
Christian Bautista. 


METROBANK'S Alfred Tyand SM'sbriliant POPULAR Sen- Kiko 
ж Pangilinan 


MOI, top soundman Jaime Godinez, world-class composer Louie 
Ocampo and Philippine Tatler editor in chief Anton San Diego 


RAJO Laurel with cool couple Maya and 
Bummer Santiago 


PLDT'SNapoleonNazarenoand MONS Romulo Tantoco and 
wile Cecilia Lanna Romulo 
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IF THERES ONE MUSTHAVE HIGH- 
society wannabes cannot have, its a Claudio 
Bravo portrait. That makes it more desirable. 
Only a highly select group of Manila's wom- 
en—about 30—had their portraits done in 
the '60s by this visiting Chilean portraits. 

A Claudio Bravo portrait has become а price- 
less heirloom to families of these women, some 
of which are still the focal point of their living 
Тоот—а topic of conversation. If there's one 
status symbol, itis that. 

in time, the women came to be called 
“Claudio Bravo Women.” 

"This was brought to mind when Metro Soci- 
чу editors featured the "Claudio Bravo Wom- 
en" in the latest issue of the magazine. We were 
Surprised to discover that many of these wom- 
еп, through four decades, have kept their por- 
traits in prime space in their homes, if not in 
their lives. 

Tt seems only one portrait had been aban- 
doned, in a manner of speaking—that of Ferdi- 
nand Marcos. According to banker-turned-soci- 
ety editor Raul Manzano, after the Marcoses 
fled Malacaftang in 1986, Imelda Marcos saw to 
it she got her Bravo portrait (the famous one 
showing her in wind-blown temo) back from 
the Palace; its now in the Marcoses’ San Juan 
residence. The Claudio Bravo portrait of Ferdi- 
mand, however, was not retrieved. 

Among the women Bravo painted in the "60s 
were Chona Kasten, Elvira Manahan, Imelda 
Cojuangco, Gretchen Oppen-Cojuangco, Chita 
1a'O Lopez, Tingting Cojuangco, Nitang Lopez. 
Не also did the Zobels including Jaime and 
Bea, the artist Femando Zobel. Jaime Augusto 
Zobel, now chair of the Ayala Group, was not 
even 10 years old when his portrait was done. 

‘One of Manila's most beautiful, Sam Eduque, 
the publicity-elusive granddaughter of Elvira 
Manahan, was only a baby when she sat for Bra- 
in 1968, a Bravo portrait cost only five thou- 
sand. Today it is said it could fetch a sever-ig- 
ure sum on the market, in dollars. 

And to think Bravo was in the Philippines for. 
only six months in the ‘60s to attend the open- 
ing of the then Savoy Hotel (ater Hyatt), ac- 
cording to writer Rene Guatlo of Metro Society 
Never has a brief presence been more lingering 


Helen the painter 

‘Speaking of painting, not so many people 
know that one of the most influential women in 
Philippine business can paint—Helen Yucheng- 
o Dee, the helmswoman of the Yuchengco 
Group of Companies. Some of her works are at 
the Yüchengco Museum at RCBC. We hope they 
sal are anyway, because it seems this business 
Woman is most diffident about her art. She's 
Tow-key in everything o begin with, to convince 
her to reveal her works is an even harder task. 
But somehow museum curatorconsubant 
Jeannie Javeosa has been able to pull коб. 


US anthem in Tagalog 

A few weeks ago, in San Francisco, ! had the 
interesting experience of listening to the Pinoy 
podcast of San Francisco Chronic. It was de- 
Signed by and for Filipinos in the Bay Area. 1 
never thought so many Filipinos or Апет 
tans work in the Chronicle unti heard their 
podcast. But what really felt weird, in a good 
Way was hearing Joey Ayala sing the Star-Span- 
gled Banner—in Tagalog. Ayala himself wans- 
laced it 


Like Carmel 

‘Once in a rare while, our editor in chief is 
able to get away from the pressure-cooker 
newsroom to the liberating space of the world 
outside. She had such jount recently and went. 
to rhe Cliffnouse in Tagaytay, which is getting to 
be the favorite relax dine destination of many. 
She's still recounting it to this day. They had 
their salad and appetizer at Paul Huangs Fire 
Lake Gril, their main course at Linda Floro 
Buon Giorno. 

Huang was a marketing executive for many 
years before he realized his real love was cook 
ing—and this, after having survived a brain tu- 

The group also lingered at Domicillo, the 
home store with wine bar. Cliffhouse is a multi- 
experience destination—you can dine, shop or 
just chill out at the balcony overlooking a placid 
"Taal Lake. 

As our editor in chief says, “Из so like 
Carmel" Now you cant give a better compli- 
ment than that, coming from someone who 
doesn’t pay compliments easily 


im 
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The Claudio Bravo women—and some men 


Lire-STYLED 


Thelma 
Sioson San Juan 


‘Devi 

While everybody awais the opening of "The 
Devil Wears Prada the bestseller made into a 
movie sang Мег Step as Miranda Pres 
the power editor who made her staff assistants 
life miserable and whose character is believed 
1o have been inspired by Vogue's Ana Wintor, 
эп eariy screening was held in New York. What 
made this screening unique was that it was sole- 
у for the editorial assistans of fashion posses 

According to WWD, most magazines sent 
their assistans. The report also mentioned 
What an editor told her assistant after watching 
the movie: "If you ever do that to me, we split 


"Every 


ERAND 


f 
L 


B300 


royalties" 

As usual, Mario Katigbak designed his Bul- 
gari event impeccably. The unveiling of its high 
jewelry collection was held at Ayala Museum at 
cocktails and dinner time. It was a no-fuss but 
legant айай, with Jackie Aquino models 
standing the whole time on a black revolving 
platform, wearing the diamond necklaces, ear- 
Tings and rings. Never had I seen such high- 
‘wattage diamonds hang down such slim back- 
drop of a model's neck. The arrangement was 
‘minimalist—all in an understated black. 

‘Out in the garden, the cocktail buffet table 
was on a platform lit rom underneath—a mut- 
‘ed but pervasive light that was a contrast to the 
black tables and simple white blooms. It was ar- 
ranged, of course, by Mario's usual décor col- 
laborator, the Banker-tumed-florist Robert 
Blancafioz (What isit about banking that drives. 
men to the arts?) 

"The balance between corporate and classic 
celegance—Mario has mastered that for Bulgari. 
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+ Target Май, Sta. Rosa, Laguna. 
+ Circle C Center, Congressional 
+ Malabon Citisquare 

+ Nepo Mall, Angeles, Pampanga 


Š Nestle 


+ ALL ROBINSONS MALLS 
+ Tutuban Center 
+ Metropolis Star Alabang 


+ Good Earth Plaza, Avenida. 
+ Susano Complex, Novaliches — 7 
+ Berkeley Square, Commonwealth £^ 
+ Nagaland, Emal, Naga City 

Per DTI-NCR Permit No. 2869 Series of 2006,4 


< Nepo Mall, Dagupan 
< Araneta Square, Caloocan City 
+ Banilad Town Center, Cebu 

+ Eastwood City, Libis 


FIRE Lake Grillin The Clifftouse. 
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BY JESS ABRERA 


JASON, 
wear ARE 
чоо 
томот? 


“SUCKING ALL THE SYRUP 

GUT oF MY SNOW CONE. 

TS мт FAVORITE WAY 
To EAT тым. 


sue 
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prar 


чам төй Do THAT vou 
"JUST END UP WTH A 


F PLAN SNOW, 


WHATS Good ABOUT 


KAYA DAPAT MAG 
CHA-CHA MAP 


FARA SA /KA- 
BUBUTI МЕ BAYAN 


FARA MALALA, 
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BABY BLUES. 
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BECAUSE WERE 
TILTING CLOSER 
SON. 


ATOMO AND WEBOY 
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Y= mean гуе geen 
Te MeuNT Everest! 
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geen Te MounT 
EVEREST? 


How Соме 
lever кмен 
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MyseRious 
KIND oF 60. 


MIKROKOSMOS 
ANG LAKING BAWAS SA 
Aw. POLLUTION Ме MEA 
LRT SA SÍ 


DONGA, KURYENTE pwei 
KASI ANG GAMIT NITO 
AYA HINDI NATIN MA- 
ARMOY ana BAHO NG 


BYJOMIKE TEJIDO 
RA LANS KUNG MAY 


NAKATABI KANG HIND! 
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ACROSS 


Bien HOROSCOPE dmi 


YOU BORN TODAY: You're very eve and quick to grasp new things. in 
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